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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP
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Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
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James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)
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Angela OWEN (Calamvale)

Kate RICHARDS (Pullenvale)
Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
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	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
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OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 


Councillors, are there any apologies? 

There being none, I will now draw the Council’s attention to the motion of special appreciation. May I please have someone to move the resolution? 

LORD MAYOR.

MOTION OF APPRECIATION
402/2019-20
The Right Honourable the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER moved, seconded by Councillor Jared CASSIDY, the following motion of appreciation(
That as this is the last Council meeting of the year, Council notes and acknowledges the hard work and dedication of Council officers and the contribution they have made during 2019 to help make Brisbane a better place to live, work and play.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I want to start by wishing all of the Council officers right across the different branches and locations that they’re working in, including the people that are out in the field right now on a hot day like today, a very safe festive season and a merry Christmas for them and their family. I want to sincerely thank them for the work that they have done genuinely to build a better Brisbane.


They make all of us proud. We have an incredible amount of respect here in this Chamber for the work that our Council officers do across so many different fields—across so many different areas and jobs and professions—and I know that that sentiment is shared by the people of Brisbane as well. 


We have an incredible amount of things going on in the city at any one time. One of my favourite parts of the job, other than citizenship ceremonies, is when we get to acknowledge the contribution that Council officers have made, particularly the long-serving ones, who in many cases have made a 35, 40, 45‑year or 50-year contribution to the Council, actually working as an employee for that long. That is a very rare thing in many organisations these days, but Council has a significant number of people who have worked for a long time in this organisation. 


Why? When you ask them, when you talk to them, there’s a range of different responses, but I think a common theme always comes back to the fact that they feel like they’re making a difference in their job. They’re making a difference to Brisbane, and they know that they’re doing something worthwhile. That is, I think, the reason we all do this job, but I know from every aspect of Council, from every level of Council, that is something that we all share. We are doing this because we want to make a difference, and our Council staff make all that possible.


Now, we’re in this Chamber at that strategic level and we do help guide the city going forward, and we help set the strategy, we help set the policies, we help approve projects and we deliver budgets; but, in the end, none of that is possible in any way, shape or form without the loyal, dedicated, hardworking Council staff that make those things possible. 


So, whether it’s major projects like Brisbane Metro or the new green bridges, whether it’s Victoria Park or whether it is the ongoing daily work that Council officers do maintaining the city, whether they’re fixing potholes, whether they’re out working with contractors to keep the grass cut—not that much of that is required right now—or to work with community and sporting groups across the range of different things to make sure the trees are trimmed, to make sure all those basic things are done, they do a fantastic job.


Whether it’s to provide advice to Councillors on the range of different areas that we have an interest in, that our community has an interest in, there is not a week that goes by when I don’t receive positive feedback from the community about the work—not of just Council officers in general, but individual Council officers. I’m always receiving letters from the community where someone will have caught a bus and received excellent customer service. They may have been assisted by the bus operator or it may have just been a friendly engagement, and they write in and they say thank you, and I make sure that that Council officer gets that feedback directly. It’s the same with our libraries and our call centre, and every different area of Council.


So, I want to thank them for the work that they do. This is an organisation that genuinely lives up to its motto, which is ‘Dedicated to a better Brisbane’, and I know that each and every member of Council staff is also dedicated to a better Brisbane. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you very much, Chair. I rise to speak in support of this motion and put on record my appreciation, not only of the citywide staff within this organisation, Brisbane City Council, but also some of our local Council officers that do an amazing job out in the outer northern suburbs of Brisbane. 


This is, of course, in no particular order that I’ll do it, and certainly hope I don’t miss any of them out, but there are a lot of people that make a huge contribution to our community, but this is, or course, a bittersweet time of year for us in here. It’s our last Council meeting before Christmas, and I know—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Bittersweet—maybe more bitter than sweet, maybe sometimes, maybe sometimes—but we are all here doing the job and doing it to the best of our ability to represent our communities, and this is a vocation that sometimes has a negative connotation and sometimes we give each other a hard time, but I do firmly believe that, if you’re putting yourself out there for election, you do want to genuinely make a difference. I am sure that we’re going to miss some of those LNP Councillors after 28 March next year, Chair.


But, particularly, I want to thank the attendants here in City Hall that work particularly hard throughout the year to make our lives a bit easier in doing our job when we’re here in City Hall. Billy, who’s working as we speak right now, Chair, to Helma, Lucja, Milica and Alina, we say thank you very much; to the Committee Clerks and the Clerks that are here in the Chamber making sure that we are meeting all our obligations under the City of Brisbane Act in terms of how we’re voting on things and how things are recorded, thank you very much for making Council a lawful organisation. 


To our IT staff—Ed, who has recently left, who has made a big mark on many of us in the assistance that he has rendered us for many, many years. I remember Ed fondly from when I was a Council employee and then when I was a Councillor as well, and to Aaron and Billy, thank you very much. To Council’s CEO (Chief Executive Officer), Colin Jensen here, please pass on our thanks to all the Divisional Managers and senior managers within Council for the leadership they set. 


I would just like to run through and thank at a more local and personal level, as the Councillor for the Deagon Ward, some of those Council officers who I said assist me greatly in my duties as the Councillor for the Deagon Ward—and again, this is in no particular order, but I just want to let you all know that we appreciate your work very much. 


In City Lighting, Andrew Gale; City Projects Office (CPO)—and they’re in different roles at the moment and have stepped up respectively—Deb Sketchley and Charlie Johnson; our Festival and Events Liaison Officers who have their work cut out for us in the Deagon Ward—we do an awful lot of events down there—Nicholas, Mark and JD, thank you; Pest and Mosquito Services—again they have their work cut out for them in my ward in the outer northern suburbs—Darren, Martin and Ivan, you do an amazing job; our Community Development Officer, Colleen Kelly, is at, at least, as many events that I go to and I suspect many more—I see her everywhere I go. 


Our Asset Services team—Rudy, Ricky, Peter and Alan, they have a very big task in the kind of assets that we have out there in terms of our waterways and open spaces. Our Arboriculture team—John, Graeme and Rohan, again have their work cut out for them when it comes to the amount of leopard trees we have in our community; our Parks team—we’re getting into some big teams here—Ted, Steve, Chris, Rebecca, Karen, Brett, Marty and Thani—thank you for keeping our community looking great. Active Travel, we have two extra Active Travel schools in the Deagon Ward this year, which takes us to five. There’s been some fierce competition among our local schools. Thank you to Stacey and Lea for what you do. 


Our Halls team, Judy, Yvonne, Wilson, Gemma, Nic, Sam, Rachael and Gloria—they look after some of the most fantastic facilities that we have in Brisbane out in the Deagon Ward. To our Library teams at Zillmere and Sandgate, thank you very much. The Compliance team, the two Matthews—Matthew White and Matthew Thompson, Shane, Nicholas and Morgan, who have been of particular assistance lately on a very contentious local issue, thank you, guys; Brad, Dave, Liam and Lara.  

Our TPO (Transport Planning and Operations) team, which has been under a lot of pressure lately in many, many changes that have been made to that team, and they’ve been juggling this work amazingly well—Lucas, Simon, Michael, Matthew, the two Nicks—Nick Herson and Nick Debritz, and Melvin; and our Waste team, Paul and Jean, have been doing a lot of work with our community organisations, particularly War on Waste 4017, and are making a real difference on the ground with the community out there to have our local War on Waste which adds to what Council of course does; and to our NEWS (Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability) branch team—Paul Galea, Jenny and Paul Sanderson. We work very closely with them as well. 


Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank my ward office and Leader of the Opposition’s office staff. Out in the ward office, I wouldn’t be able to do this job in any way, shape or form without the enormous support I get from Jen, Amanda and Tom, so thank you very, very much for everything you do. I appreciate it more than you can imagine. While the LORD MAYOR and the Administration have around 35 staff at their disposal, we have one as an Opposition, and to Scott Dickson, I say thank you. You are an amazing human being with super human abilities to get through what you need to in supporting the official Opposition, the Labor team here in City Hall, so I say thank you very much and Merry Christmas to everyone.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to speak on this motion of appreciation for all the Council officers, for their work during 2019. I want to start by our previous Regional Manager who was out here on south for us, which was Adrian Paterson, and I thank him. He was with us for the first part of the year and then he moved to the west, and I’m sure is enjoying his time out there. We now have Tom McHugh looking after us here on the southside, so I’m speaking on behalf of the three LNP southside Councillors—myself, Councillor OWEN, and Councillor HUANG.


Look, the easiest thing for me to do was to get the list of everybody’s names and positions from the local Asset Services team and potentially go through and read them all out, but pay particular mention to the ones that we have a great deal more to do with than others. Obviously, as I said, under the guidance of Tom McHugh—so, there’s Shelley, Alanna, Leisa, Maggie, Debbie Grimsey, Lynn Greig, Jamie, Archie, Elise, and then we come to Warwick and Mark and Frank. Now, they’re three who we all have a lot to do with on the southside as far as our parks go. They’re the ones that deliver what we call the shiny baubles for us that the residents love and that we love delivering. Also in that field is Barry, Dean and Kyle. 


We then go on to the arborists; we’ve got Anastasia, Dave, Jason, Eduard and Adam who also do a fabulous job. We have a lot to do with Anastasia as the leader and Dave Ballesteros as working under her and how much work they do as far as our trees go. Natural Environment, we’ve got Matt and then we’ve got Rob, and we’ve got Rick, Anna Shera, Andrew Wallace. Now, Kashmira, Sarkwin, Luke and Alex all deal with the contracts, and as the LORD MAYOR mentioned, in particular, our mowing contractors that keep everything looking ship-shape. 


We’ve got Darren, Mark, Justin, Daniel, Peter Healey, Steven and obviously one of the ones that we have a lot to do with in that space particularly is Mark Reimers and Justin Wells. Justin is the bee’s knees as far as a Council officer is concerned. He’s always on top of his game, and I want to personally thank him for all that he does for myself and my ward office. Then we’ve got Pieter, Chris, Mitchell and Kade, who are technical officers who I don’t have a lot to deal with, other than Pieter. Again, they all do a fabulous job. 

We then have all the staff that work in the acronyms. We’ve got the FELO (Festival and Events Liaison Office), the CPO, the TPO, the CRU (Congestion Reduction Unit), the NEWS, the WaRRS (Waste and Resource Recovery Services), and the list goes on. All of those staff, we deal with them all at some point or another, and they do a fabulous job. Obviously the Contact Centre, we wouldn’t be able to survive without you guys. Brisbane Square, there’s a lot of you down there; there’s also a lot in Green Square; the leasing team, the IT guys and, of course, last, but not least, our City Hall staff and you guys here—City Chambers staff. So, I want to say a massive thank you; you make our job so much easier than it would otherwise be, and we enjoy working with you all, and we thank you very much.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair; listen, I’d like to speak on the motion of appreciation to Council officers and staff. As all Councillors know in here, if it wasn’t for our fantastic team of officers and staff out there doing the work that we need them to do, we wouldn’t look very favourably to our communities. This is my first—I’m just sort of finishing off my first term as Councillor, and it does take you a little time to get your head around all of what they do, right, because sometimes those issues can be one-offs or maybe don’t happen on a regular cycle. 


So, I just want to start off by acknowledging the meetings that I held at Fairfield with the Asset Services Regional Managers. We had two this year—Tom McHugh and Michael Hinz. We sat down on two occasions over this last year and just went through all the programs that they undertake through their office. The meetings went for probably one and one-and-a-half hours, and I was just really appreciative of them spending all that time sitting down with me, and I’m sure they do that with other Councillors as well.


Parks Regional South—Dean Middleton, Warwick Davies and Mark Garden and Paul Jave. Forest Lake Ward has a large number of small and large park areas, and the work that they undertake is just quite phenomenal, really, and they keep it all as good as anyone could keep it. I rarely have a complaint about any of my parks. If there’s maybe one complaint a year, that would be it. 


The waterways and drainage, of course, waterways specifically this year because of the issue with the lake. Chris Dailey, who has undertaken that work recently with Pieter Sytsma and Rob Mollison to look after the restoration of the water quality in the lake, and of course the parkland precinct around it. A huge job that they’ve got, and early stages now is that people are giving me pretty good feedback in regards to it. They’re quite happy with the fact that the lake doesn’t smell anymore, which is a big one and, of course, that that blue green algae has pretty much disappeared, and the ibis. We can’t forget the ibis. They’re almost down to a very small group now on ibis island, as it’s called by locals—bin chicken island as some would call it.


Anyways, footpaths and kerb and channelling—Peter Healey, Darren Nhan and Blake Henry. I’m always amazed how quickly in my ward anyways that they jump on when we get a complaint in regards to a footpath, that they’re pretty much on top of it. The occasional one gets through the cracks and we point that out, and that does get scheduled as some stage. So, I thank them for undertaking that work in my ward.


The tree scene, Dave Ballesteros, Anastasia Browne and Jason Henderson. I’ve had the most dealings with Anastasia, of course, as other Councillors on southside have as well. She was a wonderful addition to the Council team. She is really good with our residents, our constituents.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
Leave her alone. We don’t want her pinched, alright. We want her to stay on the southside. So, yes, not Brisbane north, no.


Anyways, Council Communications, Peter Owens; Council Facilities, Matt Trevor—again, a new addition this year for my ward, Matt Trevor, and he’s really jumped on top of all those facility issues that had been festering for some little time. I thank him for that. Bushcare and nature reserves, Paul Devine, who in my ward undertakes Habitat Brisbane, and has been trying to roll out a number of teams to deal again in and around the Forest Lake suburb—those areas that flow into the lake—and he’s been able to do some good work there. 

 
Litter Prevention, of course, Paul Cusack, who’s litter prevention group has just been wonderful as I’ve talked about him and his team for many a year now, and it just keeps getting better and better. Transport Planning and Operations, Rajiv Chadha, Nick Debritz, Kiran Sreedharan and Melvin Boh, Jack Henderson and Jared Cavalli and Damian Soper; Transport Planning and Operations of course, like through all wards, is a major issue when it comes to public safety, and they undertake that work, and I thank them for that. 


Councillor Support team—Emily Blake and Darren Schumaker, who has—I just want to make special mention of those two, because my ward advisor, Pam, really, they have given her a great deal of assistance over the last few years, and there is nothing that’s too much trouble. She rings up, and it’s reciprocated as well. If they need anything, she does it immediately.


Pip Hold, who I’ve had some conversations over the last year, always very supportive when it came to a ward issue, which is terrific. It’s nice to have that back-up when you need it. And a special mention again also to Connected Community Grants team, Shirley Amps, who again my ward advisor wanted me to make special mention of her because she just thinks she’s terrific. Anyways, thank you, Colin Jensen, as being CEO and undertaking and having to keep track of all these fantastic Brisbane officers and team members. It’s not an easy job, and I just want to put my thanks out there as well for the work you do on behalf of the people in my ward. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak about the wonderful northside of Brisbane, and I’m sure Councillor DAVIS and Councillor LANDERS will fully appreciate the hard work that our Council officers do on the northside. I’d like to thank the team on level 2 at Chermside there—Greg, for his continuous hard work and time that he lends the three of us; Ted—where would our parks be without Ted; Wayne and John and Alan, thank you very much for your hard work. 


Alan at the Contact Centre desk, you are incredible. Your wealth of knowledge and your patience and kindness with every single resident that comes past that desk is outstanding. Saying that, all the Contact Centre staff do an amazing job, and I would like to thank them as well. Graham, Peter, Karen, Fleur, Colleen, thank you; you’re always there to give us sound advice. Chris and Rebecca, of course, Kevin Chen—where would traffic management be without Kevin out there in the northside—Ben and Billie. 


Thank you to all the northside team. I think I’ve mentioned most of them. If I haven’t mentioned you by name, we certainly do appreciate the fact that you make our city look great. You continue to put the new footpaths in, and for the men and women who are out there in this heat doing the asphalt and our footpaths, thank you, thank you, thank you.


To the Chermside and Grange libraries, I’ll start with those two libraries first because they are the best—you always know when you walk into the Chermside and Grange libraries, you get greeted with a smile and a hello. It is the most welcoming library—or both of them—to walk into. Both very different. Grange, of course, is small, more family orientated, and Chermside, the largest Council library outside the CBD, has a very different feel, but very, very welcoming, and I thank all the staff there. Also the coffee place downstairs; they certainly keep my staff and I full of caffeine, which is very much appreciated.


Of course, the new Bracken Ridge Library, I’m sure the staff there are enjoying the new space. Councillor LANDERS, I’m sure when you walk into the library, or you get comments from your residents of how welcoming our librarians are to every single person who walk through those doors. The Everton Park Library, a cute little older library, but just as welcome and loved by the community, so I thank those staff as well.


I’d like to also thank Darren and Emily, of course. Without their help with our staff, every single day it feels like, and their guidance, it’s very much appreciated. And Shirley, with your grants help, I will send you a massive big thank you from Anthony in my office because I know that you speak to him quite a bit. 


Talking about my ward office staff, thank you so much to Anthony, Dominic and Elizabeth. You put so much time and effort, your manner with the residents is outstanding. Nothing’s ever too much of a problem, and you’re always there to help. What’s even better, you do it with a smile on your face. Thank you very much. I will note you guys do boss me around a little bit, but that’s alright, I’ll accept that. To Karen, Steph and Georgia in the city office, I’d like to say thank you very much for your hard work in keeping this city the cleanest, greenest, most sustainable city in Australia. 


To the Parks and Environment team in there, Andrea, thank you. Tim, where would I be without your guidance when I first stepped into this role. You have been an absolute godsend; thank you very much. Louise, thank you. Elizabeth, Wade, Lachlan and Andrew—I’d like to do a very big special thank you for Andrew. He is a very talented Council officer who designs our parks. He was out in Bradbury Park with me on the weekend, and he does some outstanding work. Andrew, what I love about you is you think outside the square, and you create spaces uniquely Brisbane or unique to the area in which you design. So, thank you.


We could not be the most sustainable, largest carbon neutral organisation without our hardworking NEWS team. You know who you are. Thank you so much. I love the innovation that you always think of, of new ways that we can improve our city, to keep us moving forward, and the clean and green environment. Dy and Kerri—ladies, thank you, and probably a thank you from the LORD MAYOR as well, for all your help and hard work for the amazing Victoria Park, the new largest park that we are delivering for the people of Brisbane. It’s been a challenge, but we’re getting there, and we are going to be releasing very shortly what the views, put it all together for what the views of the residents across Brisbane have asked for the outstanding Victoria Park. I can’t wait to share that with you all. 


But merry Christmas to all the staff, to the Clerks in here in this room for putting up with us every Tuesday; to the CEO and to your office for their guidance that they continuously give us. Merry Christmas to all, and have a safe new year, and I hope you enjoy your break. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak on the notified motion for the acknowledgment of Council officers and the contribution they’ve made to 2019. I’d like to start with the good news in the first instance. I would like to thank very much all of Council’s frontline staff. Certainly, I won’t name them all, as a lot of them have already been named by several Councillors, but I’d particularly like to thank all of the on-the-ground officers and administrative staff at Asset Services South. They have a huge amount of work, and they do a wonderful job with the resources they have available, and I’ll come back to that a little bit later.


It was sad to see Adrian go, as he’d been in that part of Council for a very long time, and we welcome Tom McHugh to the role. As I said last year to the CEO, who is sitting here, moving officers around—as has been happening throughout the year—is disruptive. It is not good for the continuity of services, and it would be helpful if we can retain senior staff without too much change through the year.


I’d also like to thank all the library staff, both in the two libraries in my ward and also the one on my boundary—so that is Corinda and Fairfield. To Karen and Phuong, thank you very much. We have a lot to do with the Fairfield Library. They’re right next door to my office. It is a wonderful space for everyone in Brisbane. Our libraries are extraordinary resources, and we’re very lucky to have them. 


I would also very much like to thank Robyn at the Annerley Library as well, even though she’s on the wrong side of the road. She does a wonderful job with all of the staff there at the libraries, and in other libraries around Brisbane. I would also very much like to thank the call centre staff who do a really difficult job. We speak to them very regularly when we’re out and about, and obviously they talk to our office regularly as well. I would like to thank them all very much for the service that they’re providing to the citizens of Brisbane, because it is important that we retain this people based customer service in Brisbane City Council. I definitely want to see that continuing.


I’d also like to thank the Waste team—everybody through to the people who pick up our rubbish, through to those who do the special requests and problem solve for us. That includes the people we see in the malls and on the streets doing the cleaning. I would also like to thank the Active School Travel team. I have had a lot to do with them over the 12 years I’ve been here, and this year, quite sadly, Lea Gamble has left. 


I wish her every success in her new role in implementing the Queensland Walking Strategy with the State Government, but as the CEO is sitting here, I’ll say: ‘How on earth did you let such a capable and talented person go?’ It is absolutely ridiculous that somebody with that level of knowledge and experience in our Council did not get a minor—a minor request of hers looked after, that we couldn’t find a way to look after her, and she’s gone. She’s lost to us. The State Government snapped her up, and she’s going to be delivering an important Active Travel program for them. 


So, I’d just say to this Council that, when I started, there were almost 10,000 people working in Council, and the last count I saw was just a tick over 7,000. The workload is not getting any less. Yes, you’re outsourcing, and yes, technology helps, but there are simply not enough people on the ground to deliver the necessary services that is needed in our area. Asset Services South is, in my view, the area where they desperately need help. They just need more people to be able to deliver on-the-ground services to residents. 


I call on Council, as the CEO is sitting here, to invest more in the service delivery needs of our city, and particularly in South Region. We can wait over a year for a footpath to be fixed. Council goes out and grinds the same footpath a year apart, and tells me they’ve fixed it. I go, no, that’s what you did a year ago; you’ve still got to actually fix the footpath. So, there is a real problem around resourcing and around the loss of smart people.


I’m sure I’m leaving out some people here, but I would also like to thank my staff in my office. I think all of us know that it is really hard to do the job that we do. I also want to thank the IT staff at Council. I’ll just say this: our computers do not work. The amount of emails I have sent to the CEO’s office over the last I don’t know how many years, clearly the computers do not work. They’ll break down for hours. The printers don’t talk to the computers. The app crashes; things don’t back up. The archives aren’t available. If three computers are turned on at the same time, they don’t work. 


So, I, too, would like to thank James, Billy, Ed—in his absence, also another experienced person lost to Council—and Aaron, for their work in helping just to keep the computers running in my office. It’s a well-known problem. They know what the problem is, but no one can fix it. They’ve got no money to fix it, no authority to fix it, and it is hugely problematic. 
 
I would also just like to make mention of a couple of issues around Planning, CARS (Compliance and Regulatory Services) and the Traffic teams. There is clearly, in these areas of Council, some problems with the way in which customer service activities are being undertaken, and liaison with Councillors is being undertaken. I have another example today. The Moorooka Better Business—whatever it is—apparently includes Yeerongpilly, but no one told me. So, here is a major new Council planning initiative that is being delivered in Moorooka Ward and Tennyson Ward, and nobody thought to tell the Councillor for Tennyson. I got invited to a breakfast a couple of weeks ago, and I said, what’s this all about? It’s in Moorooka and Salisbury—

Chair:
So, Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate the point you’re making. However, this is about thanking other people, not about talking about yourself. So, could I just get you to be, at Christmas time, to be generous spirited and thank the people who do a great deal of effort to make your area the place that it is, please?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
And I—we don’t live in Stalinist Russia, so I am allowed to disagree with the motion as it is put forward, and I would like to put on the record that I have extreme concerns about the leadership of this Council, at the very highest levels, and the direction to staff to exclude Councillors from matters that relate to their ward.


Now, let me be clear: yesterday the Chairman of Infrastructure apparently had no idea that Council was recommending a feasibility study be undertaken in Tennyson Ward. I gather when he was questioned today, the LORD MAYOR’s flip-flops stabbed Councillor McLACHLAN in the back—

Chair:
Again, Councillor JOHNSTON—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and now says there is.

Chair:
—how is this, how is talking about what a fellow Councillor knew or didn’t know yesterday have any relevance to a motion of special appreciation for the efforts of Council officers?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
Could you just bring it back to the substance, please?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you—and my concern here is, the officers are recommending that this action be taken in Tennyson Ward. The people who are letting them down are sitting in this Council Chamber right now, by ignoring the needs of our city and the recommendations of the Council officers. So, let me be clear: I do not believe that, at the very top of this Council, the leadership is taking our city in the right direction. I have extreme concerns that Councillors are being excluded from local activities in their wards, notification about local activities in their wards, and that culture starts at the top with the CEO’s office and the divisional managers, and that culture must change. So, that is number one.


Number two issue is the lack of resourcing. It is at crisis point in South Region. There is not enough money to fix the footpaths. There is not enough money to trim the trees. It is now a 12-month wait for tree trimming—12 months. How is it that we can’t trim trees within a reasonable period? You know, let alone just trying to get pedestrian ramps fixed or, you know, a new bit of footpath. I mean, that takes a decade. So, the lack of investment in South Region, in my ward, needs to be adjusted. 


So, back to my point which is, the senior leadership of this Council needs to better support our Council officers with funding and resources to make sure that they can deliver on the services that our residents need. I don’t blame them. I blame the leadership of this Council. Every year I say this, and it just does not change. I am disappointed that it does not change, and I’m disappointed that again today, with a major Council planning initiative, no one thought to tell me. I mean, no one thought to tell me it’s in my ward. I mean, how does that happen?


There’s 26 of us. There’s only 19 Councillors. I say to the senior management of Council: there are 26 Councillors, not 19. The rest of us certainly need to know what’s happening in our wards, and I don’t appreciate being left out of discussions about major proposals in my ward. It’s not once, it’s not twice, it is ongoing. That culture must change, and it must start with the CEO. He is sitting here today, and I know that he will simply ignore my concerns, because I write to him just about every week. The second issue this week I’ve raised with him about this very thing. 


I get Council officers who tell me that they can’t answer my questions—

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Chair.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—because they have to be actioned—

Chair:
Hang on, Councillor MURPHY. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired. 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
No.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
And now for something completely different; I rise to speak on the notice of appreciation of Council officers on behalf of—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MACKAY:
—the Brisbane west Councillors. I thank those people who form the backbone of Council, the hard working Council officers. While I will not today name individual officers, I will pay due tribute. I fear I cannot name everyone I need to, so I will take the more assured option of thanking the team. As great team players, I’m sure those officers will understand.


Now, the average Queenslander might not really be aware of how their Council operates. They may see Council as a machine with unseen faceless cogs working in the background, Chair, but those on the outside may not appreciate that the cogs in the machine are actually hardworking people keen to advance this city and the lives of the residents therein. 


Brisbane City Council is fortunate to have so many thousands of people dedicated to a better Brisbane. Take, for instance, the Council officers who work diligently to resolve noise complaints, those residents who lose sleep because of barking dogs, gyms and leaf blowers, can be understandably irritable.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! You spent seven minutes talking about things that weren’t on topic. Please cease interjecting. 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thanks, Chair, but, with a considerate ear and an understanding temperament, we see Council officers resolve issues professionally and empathetically. Let me be clear: Council officers continue to deliver the basic services that residents expect and deserve—clerking, street sweeping, tree trimming, line marking, footpath maintaining, and cleaning stormwater gullies, answering calls, driving buses, reading to kids, laying asphalt, cleaning pools, weeding gardens, inspecting kitchens, registering dogs and assisting with parking problems—great efforts.


Here’s an example of another great effort. The record for fixing a pothole in Walter Taylor Ward is four hours from when the resident notified the ward office through to the hole being repaired. Four hours. How’s that for dedication by Council officers? What about the senior transport network officer who attended a public meeting and calmly, methodically and diligently explained a local area traffic management plan to concerned residents?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! This is a notice of special appreciation to thank officers at Christmas time for the efforts that they have done throughout the year. Please show some courtesy to other people. 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
I’ll just say that last bit again, Chair, just so it can be recorded—methodically and diligently explained a local area traffic management plan to concerned residents. Those people arrive concerned and left happy. That’s the kind of effect Brisbane City Council officers seem to have on our neighbours. It’s people working for people, people delivering for people, right?


I pay tribute to all of the Brisbane City Council officers who are dedicated to making Brisbane better. Thank you to all of the incredible people at Council, and a special mention to those committed officers who assist the people of Walter Taylor so resolutely. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Chair; I rise to speak on the motion before us. I won’t name every Council officer that I’ve had the pleasure of working with this year, but I do very sincerely want to thank all the Council officers who’ve worked with my ward office and my staff for their hard work and dedication throughout the year. We have a lot of amazing people inside Council, and it’s a real pleasure to be able to work with them constructively on so many great projects. 


I also want to, in particular, thank my ward office staff who are really amazing and do really good work, and go above and beyond what’s required of them in their job descriptions. I also want to thank the Council employees who work here in this Chamber. I realise how challenging your jobs are, and that you have to put up with a lot of crap from those of us in this Chamber, and I’m grateful for your patience and your support in this difficult role. 


I also just wanted to say to all the Council officers out there who may sometimes find your roles frustrating, that your work is really valued. I know that, in particular, it can be difficult when you might put forward a good idea or a new proposal for an innovative project, and find that it doesn’t get up. I hear from time to time of great ideas that maybe don’t get beyond the Chair’s desk or don’t get beyond upper management, or maybe they get as far as the E&C (Establishment and Coordination Committee) Chamber, but don’t continue any further. I realise that that can be really hard when you put a lot of work into proposals, and for one reason or another they don’t get taken up, but I wanted to encourage you to keep doing that. 


The work you are doing within the Council Administration is really positive and valuable, and it does make a big difference. I find it frustrating, and I’m sure others do, too. When you have a risk averse Administration that is maybe a little bit conservative or cautious about trying new ideas, it can be a bit trying when again and again you put forward these proposals and they don’t get taken up, but I want you to know that it is valued and encourage you to keep trying and keep persevering, because positive change takes many forms and comes through many pathways. 


The many good people who are working within the Council bureaucracy to effect positive change are doing extremely important work, and I want you to know that it’s very much appreciated and very gratefully received, not just by myself, but by so many residents throughout Brisbane. I know this particular Council Administration has been the subject of a lot of criticism in recent times, and a lot of people are feeling frustrated with the BCC (Brisbane City Council), but I also hope that the Council officers know that, by and large, that frustration is not directed at you as employees, but rather at the politicians who make bad decisions. So, hopefully you feel that your work is valued and that what you’re doing is meaningful. 


Finally, I just want to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas. I hope everyone at least gets a few days with loved ones and family and friends, and that you have a good summer and a happy New Year.
Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Thank you very much; I rise to contribute to the debate on the motion of special appreciation on behalf of Administration Councillors in the eastern region. It goes without saying that the eastern region is the best region in Council, absolutely. 


Can I begin—I know other Councillors have not named and shamed, but to me that is the entire purpose of this exercise, is to name and shame. We want to call out the officers who have represented the very best of Council over this calendar year, and who have rendered extraordinary service to the city in carrying out their duties. 


Can I just commence—and I have a few to get through—with Craig Welch from Asset Services East. Craig had a blood infection earlier this year, a very, very bad blood infection. The people at the hospital said he was about 30 minutes away from dying, actually, but all he wanted to do was go to work, and they actually had to turn him away and get him to the hospital. So, that is a man who is truly dedicated to a better Brisbane in the fact that he almost passed away trying to execute his job for Brisbane in Asset Services East. Craig, the big fella as he is known, is appreciated by all Councillors in the eastern region. We certainly love him and appreciate him, and we’re very glad that he is still with us today.


Chris Jamieson as well; we appreciate all the great work that Chris Jameson does. He is an incredibly talented, effective, innovative officer who helps us get things done when it comes to roads, drainage and our assets in the eastern area. Of course, Kerryn Sweeney and Brendan Whittaker are in our parks in the eastern region. We’ve all spent a lot of time, probably more time than we wish, loitering in parks with these people. They are incredibly talented and good at what they do, and there’s a reason that they have been in those roles for so long.


I want to thank particularly Stacey Bennett from Creative Communities, who’s assisted with many events that Councillors have held in the eastern region over the last few months, particularly as we lead into Christmas. I know for the Wakerley carols, she’s been incredibly amazing, and Councillor ATWOOD and I are very thankful for the work that she has done there. 


I want to acknowledge Brentyn Rollason, Rollo, the singer from Blowhard. Unfortunately, he passed away earlier this year during a gig. I know that Councillor COOK is currently sponsoring a petition to have a park in Norman Park named after Rollo in his honour. I think that would be an amazing thing if that were to come off next year, Councillor COOK, and we very much look forward to seeing the result of that petition.


I also want to acknowledge his manager, Matt Boys, from Field Services group, who actually came to the funeral and gave a eulogy. He did an incredible job on behalf of everyone at Council, and the words that he said so beautifully reflected the man who Rollo was. I know he did Council very proud that day.


I also want to thank all of our librarians, particularly one by name, Jenny, the head librarian at Carindale. This year we celebrated 40 years of Westfield Carindale, and I was able to pull out from the archives a picture of Jenny with the newly minted Councillor SCHRINNER opening the Carindale Library way back when—I think it was 1999—and I can tell you what, Councillor SCHRINNER—Jenny hasn’t aged a day, but you on the other hand, LORD MAYOR, are looking worse for wear compared. The years in politics will do that to you, though, won’t they?


It hasn’t been mentioned, but I want to acknowledge our wonderful team at Brisbane Festival, although they aren’t directly employed by Council. CEO Charlie Cush, Artistic Director Louise Bezzina, did a tremendous job this year with Brisbane Festival. I have had so many comments, so much feedback, all of us have, about the amazing display, all the artistic side of things as well as the big day. Riverfire was so much appreciated, and we cannot wait to see their vision executed this year—sorry, next year, I should say. 


Our CARS team—Morgan Pratt, Georgia Foxcroft; special acknowledgment for the eastern team this year, as well as Nathan Kelso from Parking Compliance and RLO (Regional Liaison Officer) Bill Manners. Ross Greasley, he comes into our office quite regularly; he’s our grass contractor for East Region. He loves a chat, and he’s always very happy to cut your grass. 


To our hazard reduction teams, particularly those who have been doing work around Burbank, Chandler, the areas that are more forested in the east in the last couple of months. Certainly, we’ve seen in recent weeks just how important it is that we do that hazard reduction. Those teams draw people from all across Council. They truly do an amazing job, and they are very talented at fire management. So, thank you to everyone in our hazard reduction teams.


I also want to thank David Clarke and the team at TPO. We certainly work them to the bone. They are a very busy team, and they do a great job at getting all of our traffic and transport issues resolved. Ed Radel—he was mentioned by someone previously—Ed—this was Ed’s last year in Council. Ed also had quite a serious infection and was very lucky to get through that this year. Ed started with Council when Campbell Newman was the Lord Mayor. Ed went into the LMO (Lord Mayor’s Office) to fix Campbell’s BlackBerry and he was the only one who was actually able to fix the emails on Campbell’s BlackBerry, so Campbell never let him out of the LMO. He stayed around doing IT support in the LMO for the better part of two decades after that. He is an incredible servant to Council, and we’re very sad to see him go, but we do wish him all the best with his new career.


I want to congratulate Dr John Cowie, head of LMAO (Lord Mayor’s Administration Office), on his PhD this year. God knows it’s hard enough doing a PhD, let alone while you work full time for Council. Him and all his team in LMAE do a tremendous job with all the correspondence that comes into Council, and congratulations to him on that extraordinary achievement. I want to thank CEO Colin Jensen and Pip Hold from the Office of the Lord Mayor and CEO. It’s not easy wrangling such an enormous organisation, let alone doing it while you’ve got 26 Councillors to manage as well, so thank you for the work that you do.


To our team in Brisbane City Legal Practice (BCLP), James Langham the City Solicitor, and all of his team up there, it’s not at all like Boston Legal, but they do do a tremendous job dealing with particularly all the legislative compliance issues that have come up this year that we have had to deal with. That has been an extraordinary additional workload onto them. 


I also want to thank the Lord Mayor’s Office. Those opposite liken them to like a spin city style team that’s in there, but we know that, from the Chief of Staff, Chris Anstey, all the way down, the people in the Lord Mayor’s Office are dedicated to a better Brisbane as much as any other Council officer, and they cop a bad rap from some people in this place, but they do a tremendous job, and they are dedicated to our city. 


Particularly I want to give a plaudit to our media team. It’s only four people, but they recently were mistaken by the Leader of the Opposition as being 140 people, so it goes to show they’re doing something very right, and they’re seen as being incredibly effective. I also want to thank you, Chair, Councillor WINES, and the Clerks. You’ve seen government right at the coalface. I don’t know whether that’s a good or a bad thing, but you’ve certainly done a great job in chairing the meetings this year, and thank you for that.


I also want to thank all our ward staff in the eastern region, not only my own for both wards that I represented throughout this year, but also to all the other Councillors. We couldn’t do what we do without our ward staff, and they are very much appreciated. 


Finally, to what I would say is the staff of the year in Brisbane City Council, my pick for staff of the year in Brisbane City Council, and that’s Colin Goldspink, Aaron Hancock, Stewart Campbell, Ella McIntosh, Kim Brennan, Brett Lestor, Ben Tucker and Morgan Williams. This, of course, is the sign shop, this year. We’ve had six replacement LNP Councillors this year. The sign shop has been incredibly busy, Chair, and they have done a great job in keeping up with that workload and making sure that all the signs are replaced. So, well done to that team. We wish them well. 


Have a very Merry Christmas to all Council officers, and we wish them to have a restful and relaxing time. We’ll see them for an action-packed 2020.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to contribute to the motion of appreciation on behalf of the east region and the Morningside Ward. I also echo the comments of Councillor MURPHY and thank him for acknowledging those Council officers who also work closely with me and my colleagues in the east. I also support his comments—the east region is certainly the best, in my view. 


Can I firstly start by thanking my ward office staff, Lyn and Troy, who have done a fabulous job in supporting me this year. As a relatively new Councillor in this place—well, on this side of the Chamber, anyway, having the support of knowledgeable ward staff and also highly trained and capable Council officers is something that has made the world of difference to me, both personally and professionally, and I thank them.


Can I also thank the Councillor Support staff, Pip, Emily, Mark, Darren, Shirley, together with our CEO, who I acknowledge his presence today, Mr Colin Jensen. Thank you for your time and assistance this year. It is greatly appreciated, and we appreciate that your job is incredibly difficult.


From IT, can I thank Aaron and Billy. Again, their knowledge and expertise—IT is certainly not my strong point, and they do a fabulous job on their visits to the ward office and also supporting us here in the Chamber. And to Ed—he will, of course, be missed. He was always a warm personality to have around, and we will miss him here in the Chamber.


I also want to thank our Asset Services and Parks teams. There are a lot in the east region, but particularly before him relocating to another region, Mick Maher did a fabulous job for us in east. Brendon Whittaker, Noel Lawrence, John and Keren, thank you. The Development Services team, we have had a very busy time this year in the Morningside Ward, with one of the highest numbers of DAs (development applications) in the city. I always appreciate the time and advice given by that team, and particularly Joe McShane who has helped with some particularly contentious issues this year.


In terms of TNO (Transport Network Operations) and TPO, I’d like to thank Deb Sketchley, Nick Herson, David Clarke, Joanna—who has now moved on, Melvin, Lea with Active School Travel. As has been said, she was absolutely fabulous. We had some incredible results with the schools in my region under her guidance, and she will be sorely missed. 


Can I also thank the officers in Waste and Resource Recovery Services, our Community Facilities teams. In my view, they get my award for being one of  the hardest working and bring community together, which is one of the most important aspects of our roles as Councillors, particularly Glenn Smith, John McKay, Miriam—you all do a fabulous job. Although not Council officers or staff, to the media here each week, particularly Lucy, Elle and Jack, and for me locally, Brian at the South East Advertiser, thank you for shining a light on a range of issues, both citywide and locally. We think you play a pretty important role here in the Chamber, and we thank you, and thank you for putting up with us and our interesting ways. 


I want to wish all Council officers in the east region a very Merry Christmas, and also the Councillors in this place, and to you, LORD MAYOR, have a very safe and happy festive season. 

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise for this motion of appreciation to the officers. I know that with Christmas fast approaching, I know that there’s a lot of clearing of desks as people are looking forward to their summer break. 


What I’d like to say for the officers, that while we have the debates and the political process here, they’re really the brains and the problem solvers and the frontline of Council. The work that they do really makes all of us look good, and it delivers services for the residents of Brisbane. I think listening to everyone, that’s certainly the theme right across the whole organisation. It’s something that we should all be very proud of.


There are a couple of things I’d—there are a couple of people I would like to say, and I’m going to name the people because I know some of them watch and get a bit of—find it humorous sometimes watching this place in action. It’s not necessarily these people, but Tom McHugh and Mike Hinz, Pieter Sytsma, Chris Dailey, Justin Wells from Road and Drainage South—and they do a fantastic job—Matt and Rob who look after Toohey Forest and our natural areas; Anastasia, David and the team from tree services south, you do a wonderful job, as does Warwick, Dean and Mark who look after our parks; Craig from CARS and Joseph Casabella, you’ve also contributed greatly to the south region over the last year, and I thank you for that. 


Matt Trevor, who was mentioned before, you’ve been a great asset to Sport and Rec, and helped in delivering some really consistent results in a job where we’ve had a lot of inconsistency over the place. Certainly, also to our planning team, Brendan Gillham, Kellie Hilton, and Sean Cullen and his team, who are looking after the neighbourhood plan. To Pat and Crystal, who look after the litter strategy—you’ve done a fantastic job. 


Transport and traffic, I want to thank Deb Sketchley, Marie Gales, Kiran and Raj, and the other members of the team for doing a wonderful job there. Shirley in Grants, Donna Bowe, who’s our Community Development Officer, you work very strongly with local community and I really appreciate that. To the staff of our libraries, particularly Coopers Plains staff, thank you for the work you do. I think we mentioned the call centre staff, and I know I deal with them almost daily. I think their efforts are outstanding in terms of conveying the amount of jobs that come through the area.


To our bus drivers, I think that you’ve probably been missed today, but to the thousands of bus drivers out there, you are certainly the frontline of our public transport services. Thank you for the work you do. To the attendants in Council, and our kitchen staff, thank you for the work you do in cleaning up after us. To IT support.


I’d also like to acknowledge my own staff. I have four of them—Lisa, Tracey, Sue and Cole. You’ve been with me a very long time, and you’re certainly the backbone of the service that I provide to the community out my way. Finally, to Scott who works in the Leader’s office, you do a great job. I think we do a great job with the amount of resourcing we have, and the amount of ground we have to cover, so thank you, Scott. Finally, to Mr Jensen—Colin—and to your sidekick, Pip Hold, I think you have a hard job to straddle, and you know, you work in a political organisation and you’re that interface, but thank you for the work that you do, and for holding things together. I’d like to wish all the staff a Merry Christmas and a good break. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


LORD MAYOR? 

I will now put the resolution.

The Chairman submitted the motion of appreciation to the Chamber, which resulted in it being declared carried.

Chair:
Councillors, confirmation of Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

403/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4610 meeting of Council held on 26 November 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

404/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Council acts on the recommendation of the Council traffic engineers to undertake a high level prefeasibility study of a tunnel solution under Ipswich Road, Annerley. 
Chair:
You have three minutes to urgency. Please limit your comments to the urgency and why it must be dealt with today. Thank you.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you. Over the past two years, Brisbane City Council has undertaken a number of transport related studies regarding the safety and efficiency of Ipswich Road through Annerley and surrounding suburbs, including Moorooka, Dutton Park and others. It’s come to my attention in a review of the Council files following a memo from Council officers that Brisbane City Council traffic engineers have recommended to Council that they undertake a prefeasibility study to look at a tunnel solution under Ipswich Road, Annerley. 


Now, in discussing this with my community, I know they are on board. For many, many years, Annerley residents have been seeking safety upgrades to Ipswich Road, Annerley, including lowering the speed limit, pedestrian safety improvements, cycling improvements, and better local traffic movements. This Council has done nothing—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, can you just bring it back to urgency, please? It’s been a minute, and you’ve been framing—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you.

Chair:
—the issue rather than dealing with urgency. Please come back to urgency.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
And the reason it’s so important we do this today is that, when media representatives approached Council about the recommendations by Council’s traffic engineers, they implied that I was not telling the truth. They implied that there was no such study. They implied that Council was not or would never consider such a study—

Chair:
I appreciate that, but again, why—this would be all relevant if the urgency were accepted, but why is it urgent now, please?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
This is why it is urgent, because Council’s traffic engineers are recommending that this feasibility study be undertaken. The Infrastructure Chairman knows nothing about it, and claims that I am misleading people. The LORD MAYOR I understand tried to bat it away this morning. If the traffic engineers at Council are saying that we should look at all options, including a whole range of other safety improvements for pedestrians, cyclists, local traffic, through traffic, we should not be ruling out without any consideration. When did they make the decision to ignore the Council officers’ recommendations? Why did they ignore it without even discussing it?

Chair:
But, Councillor JOHNSTON, again, all substantive, not urgency. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, and this is why—

Chair:
Please, urgency.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and this is why it is essential that we undertake this high level prefeasibility study that the Council officers recommended in September, that this Council wants to hide and not acknowledge, and it is essential it is debated in this place, and it is essential that this Council undertakes the work that Council officers have recommended be done instead of trying to obfuscate, mislead and ignore the problems on Ipswich Road, Annerley.

Chair:
Alright, on the matter of urgency.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Peter CUMMING immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, I draw to your attention the item of Question Time. 

Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Standing Committee? 

Councillor DAVIS.
Question 1
Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, Councillor ADAMS. DEPUTY MAYOR, with 2019 coming to a close, can you highlight how the Schrinner Administration has supported public and active transport, and economic and tourism development in Brisbane this year, and what residents can look forward to being delivered in 2020? Is the Councillor aware of any alternative plans for Brisbane residents?
Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor DAVIS, for the question, because Team Schrinner does have a clear vision for Brisbane, and on this side of the Chamber we know that Brisbane is built on our local economy. We know that 97% of all registered businesses in Brisbane are small businesses, and that is why Team Schrinner is dedicated to making Brisbane the most business‑friendly city in Australia.


We announced a range of initiatives this year to continue to deliver for the people of Brisbane. They included slashing business fees by $2 million to help small businesses thrive at a time when they need help the most. Already more than 1,200 businesses have benefited from those reductions to a tune of $400,000. The Lord Mayor’s Small Business Forums and Workshops are held throughout the year, and they continue to be a remarkable success. We’ve seen a 35% increase in attendance at these forums, and we’re consistently hearing the same thing: small businesses want even more opportunities to network, to connect and to share their experiences. 


On this side of the Chamber, we listen, and Team Schrinner has heard loud and clear. We are providing more opportunities for small business to connect at free events throughout the city. In 2020, we’ll launch incentives to place start‑ups in empty suburban shopfronts, creating more to see and do right across Brisbane. We will make sure, more than ever before, that we take opportunities where we can support our businesses in workshops, skill shops, works programs, meeting with our small business liaisons, and meeting in our local development areas as well.


There is more to see and do than ever before in Brisbane. It’s no surprise that tourism has been one of our biggest growth areas in the last couple of years. Our visitor economy is worth $7.8 billion, and supports 65,000 jobs. Our vision is for even more visitors staying even longer and spending even more. This year we saw more than 500 operators, industry leaders and local councils join forces to develop the Visitor Economy Strategy 2031, and this has been led by our brilliant, fantastic, economic development board, Brisbane Marketing. Brisbane Marketing has had an absolute blockbuster year this year. 


They have recently launched their stunning campaign ‘Nothing’s Changed, Everything’s Different’, which is encouraging our locals to share Brisbane’s compelling story with the world. Brisbane Marketing’s major events calendar is set to inject $166 million into our local economy this year, and in 2020 the incredible Ring Cycle, arguably the greatest opera ever written to round-off the spectacular year right here in Brisbane. 


The Christmas program in Brisbane is set to welcome 75,000 visitors and bring more than $70 million into our local economy. LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER has made it clear that for Brisbane, we are the dedicated team that can deliver on that. This includes a dedicated economic development board, Brisbane Marketing. I can hear the mumbling from the Opposition on the other side, but, what do you think would be the first thing they got rid of if they got their hands onto power in City Hall next year? Well, they said it clearly before. BM, Brisbane Marketing, would be gone. We haven’t heard anything about the vision for the future of the city, except Brisbane Marketing would be gone.


So, a strong and diverse major events calendar—gone. More certainty and opportunity for Brisbane small business—gone. A strategy to capture $6.5 billion in visitor expenditure—gone. There is no greater risk for the Brisbane economy than the Australian Labor Party. While that side of the Chamber continues to throw mud, Team Schrinner is getting on with the job of delivering for the people of Brisbane. 


On the transport side of my portfolio, we’ve delivered a brand new double‑decker CityCat, a great addition to our river city for people to get home quicker and safer. We’ve got the preliminary business for the Kangaroo Point bridge that showed us the bridge will continue to deliver dividends for Brisbane as our city grows. We have implemented free off-peak travel for seniors, which has seen nearly 30% increase in patronage across CityCats and buses, and has been a great way to see our seniors get out and about and explore the city.


Can the people of Brisbane expect Labor to manage a $3.1 billion budget, let alone just come up with some ideas on how they would deliver for the people of Brisbane? No. No idea, no vision, no experience. Meanwhile, Team Schrinner has a strong plan with a vision that looks to the future. From business to bikeways, we are determined to make the Brisbane of tomorrow even better than the Brisbane of today.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CASSIDY. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you very much, Chair. My question—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
No independent or Greens Councillor got a question last week, and it was some period of time the week before that. So, why are you not allocating questions in accordance with the rules of procedures?

Chair:
Questions are allocated with the rules of procedure. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Yes, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I believe it is time for either myself—and I think it’s me—or Councillor SRI to take a question in this place.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillor CASSIDY, please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I would really appreciate a response to my point of order instead of just ignoring it.

Chair:
I’ve answered—I haven’t ignored you. I’ve answered your question. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
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Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Jonathan SRI, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Councillor JOHNSTON:
Division.
The division lapsed for want of a seconder.

Chair:
There is only one. Therefore, I will ask Councillor CASSIDY. 

Would you care to ask your question, please?
Question 2
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. I was appalled to watch a widely shared online video in which an office holder of the Young LNP laughs along while a fellow member makes racist remarks about Indigenous Australians. The video had been posted to the Gold Coast Young LNP Facebook page. Will you join me in publicly condemning these racist actions in the strongest possible terms, and ensure that the perpetrators play no part in the upcoming Council election?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair; thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, for the question. Look, I have already done that publicly when I was asked that question by the media this morning. I was also appalled when I did get to see that video. This is something that I don’t think anyone in this Chamber would support. I don’t think anyone here would support it. 


We have a clear record in this place of supporting a tolerant, diverse community, and we have a clear record of engaging and working with our Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander community members, and that will continue under my watch. So, I do condemn any such comments that were made. I am aware that the LNP is taking action against the people involved, and that is the appropriate thing to do.


Now, we have a very large party with—at the last count—more than 14,000 members across Queensland. It is, in fact, one of Australia’s largest political parties, if not the largest. So, in that political party, there are all kinds of people with all different types of views, and that is the nature of Australian society as well. Having said that, I again state that I do not support any of the views that were expressed, and I certainly didn’t support them being published in any way, so I think that’s something we can all agree on.


On a day like today, we should be instead thinking about the contribution that people like Uncle Sam Watson have made to our community, and we were all deeply saddened last week to learn that he passed away. It was on Monday that I learnt that he was very ill, and on Monday afternoon I sent Sam and his family a get-well card, and it was the following day that I had learnt that he passed away. So, we were all touched by that, and the tributes from around the community have been incredible.


People all across Brisbane, from many different backgrounds, have come together to acknowledge the contribution of Uncle Sam Watson, and many people in the Indigenous community, like Uncle Sam, that have been making our city a better place and a place that acknowledges the really critical role that Indigenous community members play in our society, and working hard to make sure that reconciliation occurs. These are the types of things that we should continue to focus on, not just because it’s the right thing to do, but because right now we should be re-doubling our efforts to make sure that Uncle Sam’s memory lives on in positive action. I think that’s the appropriate thing to do.


I can say that, on Friday, we will have a special service down at Musgrave Park for Uncle Sam. On that day we will be lighting up the city’s assets—Victoria Bridge and Story Bridge—in the Indigenous colours of yellow, red and black to acknowledge Uncle Sam’s contribution and to remember him. These are the sorts of things, as I said, that we should be focusing on right now, rather than terrible divisive comments that have been made by a minority. I again condemn those comments, and I appreciate that the LNP is taking appropriate action and strong action to deal with those.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor HUANG.
Question 3
Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the Chair of Infrastructure Committee, Councillor McLACHLAN. Last week you provided a brief snapshot of some of the many Council infrastructure upgrades being delivered to improve our road network and to improve safety for residents. Can you highlight today in more detail any projects to be delivered in 2020, and are you aware of any alternatives that would have presented better outcomes?
Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN.
Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to Councillor HUANG for that question. Last week, I was indeed pleased to be able to provide that A to Z snapshot detailing just some of the many traffic achievements that are underway or being delivered by Team Schrinner and the infrastructure portfolio so far this term. Your question goes, though, to what will be delivered in 2020, and what alternatives there may have been. 


I will return to the letter K for Kingsford Smith Drive (KSD), and the upgrade that’s underway for that corridor, which is one of our city’s gateways to and from the port, TradeCoast, the airport and the State Government’s Northshore Hamilton Priority Development Area (PDA). 


As I’ve said before in this place, the KSD works are crucial to taking infrastructure that was originally constructed in the 19th century when horse and cart travel prevailed, and bringing it into the 21st century. The TradeCoast is home to more than 60,000 employees, and more than 1,500 businesses, and is anticipated to be the second biggest job generator in the South East Queensland region behind Brisbane CBD. By 2030, the State Government’s PDA, the priority development area at Northshore Hamilton, is predicted to be home for approximately 15,000 residents, and up to 10,000 people working in commercial and retail businesses. Combined with TradeCoast, it is expected to generate approximately 30,000 extra vehicle trips.


So, the State’s Hamilton Northshore PDA is 304 hectares of what it promotes as a $5 billion developers dream. They’re selling the prospect of a forest of 30‑storey plus towers to be built by private developers on prime State owned riverfront land—that’s the grand plan, but the grand plans to massively boost resident and work and numbers in the precinct don’t extend to credible plans to get those living and working there in and out. 


Paul Lucas, the Transport Minister at the time the PDA was declared, said it would be by train, extending the Doomben line into the Northshore Hamilton precinct. Well, that didn’t happen. They now have some heroic predictions of shifting up to 450 people per hour by ferry. They’d need a fleet of eight vessels, each with a capacity of at least 150 passengers, and a new ferry terminal running express services to and from the city. I can predict confidently that that won’t happen.


The State Government knows that the only way its $5 billion dream can work is through the road network, to capitalise on this PDA’s access to the national highway network, the domestic and international markets afforded by its location in the Australia TradeCoast, Brisbane Airport, the Port of Brisbane, and locally through the South East Queensland network via Kingsford Smith Drive. Mr Chair, the KSD upgrade is not just about ensuring increased capacity to cope with this extra traffic. Some of the oldest pipes and cables beneath KSD dated back to 1895. Other underground services were hastily installed in the 1940s for war time needs. This upgrade is delivering 21st century services to meet the growing needs of this growing region.


Some examples—the Cooksley Street drainage upgrade set a record for the deepest excavation on the project down 6.5 metres, some two storeys. To date I’m advised that approximately five kilometres of water main has been installed, and approximately 80 kilometres of conduit. Mr Chair, I would like to table this document which shows all the services that are under the ground. So, as you’re driving along KSD, think about all the services that are deeply buried under that road surface. That’s what this project is all about. Happy to table that document.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
The Connecting Brisbane paper—

Chair:
Councillors!

Councillor McLACHLAN:
—signed off by the State Government, identified the need to connect Northshore Hamilton via on-road buses into the existing bus network, and there’s been no other investment to provide for that other than the KSD project. In the past, Labor leaders, with a bit of guts and gusto, understood the need for the KSD upgrade and were prepared to say so. In 2008 the then ALP Leader, Councillor Sutton, wrote to developers and said that infrastructure needed to be delivered on KSD to deal with the congestion, to cope with the growth of Northshore Hamilton. In 2012, the then ALP Leader, Councillor Milton Dick, demanded that Kingsford Smith Drive be upgraded, describing it as a car park and a congestion hot spot. 


But then they flip-flopped, saying they wanted to rip up the contract and leave KSD from Bretts Wharf along the river untouched and in a woeful state. Mr Chair, the Australian Labor Party now says it would have been better for motorists to endure a road constructed for horse and cart traffic in the 19th century, with cyclists and pedestrians condemned to share a narrow path tacked on to the side of the road.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, your time has expired. 

Further questions?


Councillor JOHNSTON.
Question 4
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. It’s been over one year since distinguished Annerley resident, Dr Geoff Copland, was killed on Venner Road, Annerley. I have asked Council to act. Geoff’s family have personally asked you to act, and the Queensland Police Service have written to Council asking them to act over 12 months ago. Why have you and Council done nothing?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you—through you, Mr Chair, thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question. The first thing I wanted to put on the record and make very clear is that the suggestion that somehow Council does not care about the tragedy that happened—the implication that we do not care, is simply untrue. Any loss of life on our road network, any loss of life across our city in this sort of situation is a tragedy. I think all Councillors would agree with that. So, the suggestion that there has somehow not been action taken, or that Council doesn’t care, or that individuals don’t care, is simply not the case.


Now, when it comes to accidents and tragic accidents like this, there is a very clear and well-established process that has to play out. In particular, one of those factors is that the Coroner investigates. Now, I understand—and my advice this morning was—that the Coroner has not yet completed their investigation or advised Council of that investigation. Now, if anyone has evidence to the contrary, I’d be interested to see that, but that has been the advice that I was provided with this morning. 

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
So, I would simply say, with tragic accidents like this, it is appropriate that we take the advice of people like the Coroner. Having said that, though, we completed a safety assessment of the intersection of Venner Road, Frederick Street and Lagonda Street in November 2018. This was passed on to the Queensland Police Service as part of their ongoing investigation. We are awaiting the outcome of their accident investigation, which is the appropriate thing to do, but I do understand that the motorist involved has been charged with dangerous driving. That was obviously one of the critical factors here.


So, when you have an accident like this, you have to look at what has contributed to the accident, what factors, and in this case it was quite clearly, according to the police—and they wouldn’t have charged someone without evidence—that the driver was driving dangerously and without care. So, that obviously is a big factor here.


But we will absolutely take on any guidance by the Coroner when that report is available, and we will continue to work on what we can do to improve safety. This is not necessarily a simple issue. As I said, there are often many different contributing factors—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please allow the LORD MAYOR to answer your question.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
You keep doing nothing.

LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, it is really disappointing that Councillor JOHNSTON will choose to use this tack. We had an opportunity this afternoon at the beginning of the meeting to make a positive contribution and thank the Council staff, and Councillor JOHNSTON’s contribution left us all with a bitter taste in our mouth, and now we see this, at the moment, suggesting that Council has done nothing, yet in her own newsletter, she’s got a big front page article saying, ‘Action on Ipswich Road’, and talks about what’s happening to make safety improvements on Ipswich Road.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Now, this is the fascinating thing here.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate this is a very sensitive topic. However, please allow the LORD MAYOR to answer your question in silence. 

LORD MAYOR:
We’ve heard Councillor JOHNSTON just interjecting that Ipswich Road and this issue were all the same, and then she said no, they’re different. I’ll tell you, they are all related, because Venner Road connects with Ipswich Road. We all know that. We all know that. Council has done a citywide pedestrian safety review called Move Safe which has resulted in a whole range of improvements to safety around the city, and a whole range of changes, and we will continue to do practical things that we believe can help and make the environment safer for pedestrians and cyclists moving around the city.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, as I say, I appreciate this is a very sensitive topic for many involved. However, I must insist you allow the LORD MAYOR to answer your question in silence, please. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Let me read from the newsletter: ‘One of the two promised Council reviews has now been completed—the pedestrian road safety review. The other, the Ipswich Road corridor report relating to traffic is still to come. The review found that, over the past five years, there have been 95 recorded crashes, nine involving pedestrians in the survey area, which is Ipswich Road between Annerley Road and Cracknell Road. Some of the 27 recommendations Council is considering includes’—and it lists these things here—’a new green walk signal at the slip lane at Ekibin Road, improvements to footpaths and kerb ramps, better pedestrian lighting, better signal phasing for cars and people movements, undertaking a speed limit review of the corridor, investigating closing side streets, changing side streets—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
—to left in, left out—

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor interjecting.
Question 5
Councillor RICHARDS:
My question is to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND. With 2019 coming to a close, can you highlight how this Schrinner Administration has maintained a clean and green Brisbane, and what residents can look forward to being delivered in 2020, and are you aware of any alternative plans for Brisbane residents?
Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.
Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Councillor RICHARDS, for the question, and I’d be delighted to answer that. In 2019 this Administration has taken many steps towards creating a cleaner, greener, more sustainable city. In June this year, LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER announced the Victoria Park Vision, Brisbane’s biggest new park in 50 years, and we are busy developing the draft Victoria Park Vision based on what the community feedback at the multiple community events that we held across this city.


Council opened a number of new parks—the Milton Urban Common, and of course the Ascot Park, Councillor McLACHLAN, which I am still very jealous of that park. We undertook consultation on the establishment and major upgrades to 11 new parks across our city. I look forward to coming back out to the residents in Brisbane to show them what their thoughts and what their plans for these new parks are. 


This year, the LORD MAYOR also announced the five new green—sorry, the new Green Future Fund, sorry, a program that invests and protects the expanding greenspace. Council recently made its first purchase from the Green Future Fund at Sunnybank Hills. 


This Administration made leaps and bounds towards the 750-hectare bushland acquisition project. I am happy to stand here today and say we are now up to 746.5 hectares that we have purchased on this side of the Chamber in just three and a half years. We are fast reaching the 750 hectares promised, plus, plus. 


Council delivered three new river and recreational hubs at Dutton Park, New Farm and Murarrie. This new infrastructure is providing Brisbane residents with more ways to enjoy our beautiful river. Constructions on the nature-based parkland commenced construction as part of the Oxley Creek Transformation. We also launched community consultation for the Archerfield Wetlands precinct plan and Graceville Riverside Parklands precinct.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I know, right—on that side of the Chamber. We don’t hear any thank you, thank yous; they just be quiet when it’s on their side. 


The Flood Resilient Homes pilot program continues to expand in 2019, with selected homes in Wavell Heights and Camp Hill now included. Finally, the new Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre which will be officially opened on Sunday with a family fun day planned from 8am to 1pm. There will be a jazz band, face painting, Geckos of course will be there, and guided walks or cycle experience if you would like.


I had the privilege of going out there this morning to have a bit of a sneak peek, and I did fly with our migratory birds, LORD MAYOR—I can’t wait to see you do that on Sunday—and get dirty with the mud and the wetlands. It’s a great educational facility for all—for any kids, young or old, because I certainly did enjoy my time out there this morning. 


In January, the draft vision for Victoria Park will be released to the community for feedback, with the final vision to be released early 2020. The revitalisation of Hanlon Park will commence early next year as part of the Norman Creek Master Plan. The Davis Park improvement project is expected to be completed in March, providing more accessible greenspace and recreational opportunities. 


In 2020 we look forward to progressing the major park enhancements, and new parks that we have recently consulted the community about. Next year, we also plan to secure more bushland, unlike Labor, who seem to only want to purchase lands that the State Government already own. So, it’s already in the ownership of the people of Brisbane. We are dedicated to buying privately owned bushland to protect for future generations. 


To answer the last part of your question, I am unaware of any, unfortunately, any alternative plans from those opposite. In making our plans for our city—

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND. Councillor HAMMOND, your time has expired.

Further questions?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just to clarify, there’s seven Opposition Councillors, so logically the Labor Councillors should get about five questions, and myself and Councillor JOHNSTON should get one each out of every seven questions.

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor SRI:
I understand last Council meeting there was only questions from the Labor Councillors—

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor SRI:
—so that would be—they had four questions—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
No, they had five questions last week; they’ve already had one today, so they’re up to six. 

Chair:
I understand what you’re saying. However, I do keep a track of these things and it is my opinion that Labor are one question short of where they need to be at this point.

Councillor SRI:
Sure, thank you, Mr Chair. I understand your opinion, but the fact is—

Chair:
Alright, but—

Councillor SRI:
—they had five questions, and then they’ve already had one question today, so they’ve had six questions, and Councillor JOHNSTON has had one, so that’s seven questions.

Chair:
Sure. I appreciate what you’re saying. However, for me to comply with the law, it is my opinion that Labor must have this question. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, you’re wrong.

Councillor CASSIDY:
I agree. Thank you, Chair.

Councillor SRI:
So, I’m really sorry—point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order.

Councillor SRI:
I’m sorry, because this is important—

Chair:
Sure.

Councillor SRI:
—and I just want you to clarify.

Chair:
Yes.

Councillor SRI:
Is it your understanding that, as a Greens Councillor, I should have one question out of every seven questions which are given to the Opposition Councillors?

Chair:
I am saying that across this session you are entitled to five questions.

Councillor SRI:
Across this session, sorry?

Chair:
That’s right.

Councillor SRI:
Across what session?

Chair:
So, these last eight meetings, it is my view that you’re entitled to five questions, and you have had five questions.

Councillor SRI:
Across what session?

Chair:
The last eight meetings.

Councillor SRI:
No, it should be one in every seven questions.

Chair:
It is. You’re actually going at more than one in every seven. That’s my point. You have got more—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
—and better service out of me than anyone over there, but I am trying to correct that by giving the Councillor—

Councillor SRI:
Thank you. Maybe we’ll take the question offline later. I don’t want to derail the meeting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY—it is my opinion that you, among those seven, have been looked after the best by me. I am trying—

Councillor CASSIDY:
That’s our Brisbane preference deal!

Chair:
—I am trying to be fair by giving the question to Councillor CASSIDY. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair; thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. Yesterday, Labor’s Lord Mayoral candidate, Pat Condren, vowed to ban sitting Councillors, senior Council executives and their family members from being awarded secret Brisbane City Council contracts. Labor Councillors believe this integrity reform is essential to this Council upholding its own code of conduct which lists accountability—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, I’m sorry.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—and transparency—

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m sorry, I am sorry. Mr Chairman, I refer you to the Meetings Local Law, section 33(3) regarding Question Time. It says: ‘The Chairman must’—it’s not discretionary, it’s not open for interpretation—‘must allocate questions alternatively, first to the majority Councillors and then to the minority Councillors.’ That means that they must go in order and be alternated so that we get questions on a pro rata basis under section (4). It says nothing about averaging them across sessions. It says it must be done alternatively to majority and then minority Councillors. 


This is what the rules say. Why are you persisting with some other vague idea of doing it across a session, which we’ve just heard today for the first time, which is contrary to section 33(3) and (4) of the Meetings Local Law?

Chair:
I disagree with you. It says quite clearly allocated pro rata and for them to be allocated pro rata, then Labor must have this question. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order. Again, I draw your attention to subsection (3), ‘The Chairman must allocate questions alternatively, first to the majority Councillors and then to the minority Councillors.’ Now, Councillor SRI has pointed out that Labor have had five; it is then up to the minority Councillors—Councillor SRI and myself—to be offered a question, and you are not doing so—

Chair:
Oh no, I’m sorry.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—in accordance with the rules.

Chair:
Your understanding of—your understanding of the term ‘majority’ and ‘minority’ is incorrect. The majority Councillor was Councillor RICHARDS. The minority Councillor is of a minority seven, and it must go alternate—alternate between the majority and the minority. That is how we ensure that there is a balance of questions between Administration and not Administration, and you know full well that’s how this law operates. 

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no, no, no—no, Councillor JOHNSTON, you have harassed Chairmen in the past about this—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
—in a very aggressive fashion.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order.

Chair:
They will be allocated pro rata, 5:1:1—5:1:1, pro rata.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
That’s not what you’re doing.

Chair:
That is exactly what I’m doing and what I’m saying—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I’m sorry to cut you off, but I think it’s just an error of fact. I’m not alleging that you’ve—it’s simply the fact that you’ve now had more than five questions for Labor since I last had a question. So, you just acknowledged it’s meant to be 5:1:1, but now—

Chair:
Yes, that’s correct. 

Councillor SRI:
—what you’ve done is we’ve had—this is the sixth Labor question; Councillor JOHNSTON has had a question, so I am still waiting for my question.

Chair:
I understand the point you’re making, but as I said earlier, there were instances where the ratio of 5:1:1 didn’t occur, and it was in your favour, and that’s what I’m saying. To adjust that, to assure that section 33(3) is properly adhered to, excuse me, 33(4) is properly adhered to, I must offer this question to Councillor CASSIDY. 

Councillor SRI:
So, to—

Chair:
What I’m saying is to satisfy pro rata, I must offer this question to Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor SRI:
So, just to clarify for my understanding, and I won’t harp on about this any longer, but during each Council meeting, essentially the order resets. It’s not like at the start of the Council meeting you go back to Labor if the last question at the previous meeting was a Liberal question. So, we could have five LNP questions and four Labor questions, and then another five LNP questions.

Chair:
Look, I mean—

Councillor SRI:
So, there’s a clear precedent—please just hear me out—

Chair:
I appreciate that, but here’s the thing, Councillor SRI, if I keep discussing this with you, it will mean there are only three Opposition questions in this Question Time—

Councillor SRI:
I’m mindful of that.

Chair:
—and it is my firm opinion that, because it’s the last meeting, my preference would be to give the Opposition group four—

Councillor SRI:
Alright.

Chair:
—and so, if—
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Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 2 -
Councillors Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 4 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING and Steve GRIFFITHS.
Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, you were asking a question.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Would you like me to start again, Chair?

Chair:
It’s up to you, I suppose.
Question 6
Councillor CASSIDY:
Okay. Labor Councillors believe this integrity reform is essential to the Council upholding its own code of conduct which lists accountability and transparency among its fundamental ethical principles. LORD MAYOR, will you now join Mr Condren in scrapping these secret contracts?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, for the question. The last time you tried to go up this dry gully I said to you, if you had concerns, pick up the phone and talk to the CEO, or indeed the CEO’s office, and get any information that you need out of that. Now, when I checked at about 1.30, you hadn’t done that. You hadn’t done that. So, you’re quite happy to continue to dish the dirt, throw the mud, but you actually haven’t done the basic thing that you should have done if you had any genuine concerns. If there were any genuine concerns here, you would have actually picked up the phone. 
 
You know why he hasn’t picked up the phone? Because he actually knows there’s nothing to see here. He knows there’s nothing to see here. Just like there was nothing to see when Councillor MACKAY referred himself to the CCC (Crime and Corruption Commission) and Labor jumped in and said, oh, we better do it too, because they just want to throw the mud. They don’t actually want to find the outcome of these matters, because they know, as I said, it’s a dry gully.


But we’ve seen Councillor CASSIDY continue to raise what he calls integrity issues, yet on the day his own Lord Mayoral candidate was selected after knifing the other candidate, he was asked by the media if he would declare his own register of interests and personal interests. He didn’t seem to know anything about that. Various weeks have gone past, and none of us are any the wiser, yet this candidate and Councillor CASSIDY continues to throw mud at other people, but won’t disclose basic facts like, oh maybe you’re a lobbyist for a property developer or a lobbyist for a mining company—those sorts of things won’t be disclosed—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Oh, it’s on the public record.
Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Okay, it’s on the public record, apparently.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, Councillor CASSIDY, you’ve asked a—

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
No, Councillor CASSIDY, please cease interjecting. You’ve asked a question, please allow it to be answered in silence.

LORD MAYOR:
The only reason Councillor CASSIDY and his Lord Mayoral candidate are digging around here is because they have no agenda for the city. They have no plans. They have no policy, and they certainly don’t have the experience to run Australia’s largest council.


So, what they do is they try and smear by innuendo, but they actually don’t want to find out the answers. They don’t want to find out the answers. They won’t do the simple things like picking up the phone to the CEO and say, CEO, do you have any concerns about any of these contracts here? CEO, can I actually come and talk to you about this matter? No. They won’t do simple things like that.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
They won’t do simple things like that, but they’ll dish the dirt, week after week—

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
—with innuendo and smear.

Chair:
Councillors—Councillors, please allow the LORD MAYOR to be heard in silence.


LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, we know what Labor’s strategy is. I predict there’ll be plenty more of this. I think it was absolutely fascinating when the CCC wrote back to Councillor MACKAY and would have written back to Labor Councillors as well saying that they have had a look at the matter, Councillor MACKAY’s self-referral, and the CCC has determined not to take any action in relation to this matter. What was Councillor CASSIDY’s response? It wasn’t, oh, sorry, I’ve tried to smear you unfairly. It was like, I don’t trust the CCC.


This is what he said. ‘Labor Leader, Jared Cassidy, was unsatisfied with the result’—not for party political reasons, maybe; not for party political reasons—‘saying that he’—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—‘would seek a review of the decision’—

Chair:
No, Councillors—

LORD MAYOR:
—‘from the CCC’s Director of Integrity Services.’
Chair:
Councillors, allow the LORD MAYOR to be heard in silence, please.

LORD MAYOR:
I think this is extraordinary, where you have a Labor politician having a crack at the CCC’s Director of Integrity Services. The person that represents the party of Jackie Trad, of Lord Mayoral candidates that are lobbyists for mining companies and property developers, I mean, there are Labor politicians that currently sit in gaol for integrity problems—the party of Paul Pisasale—and they’re trying to lecture us on integrity.


The reality here is they have nothing to offer people of Brisbane, nothing to offer the people of Brisbane other than smear and mud and innuendo, and the people of Brisbane are seeing right through it. The people of Brisbane rightly demand an alternative agenda from these people, not mud-slinging, not digging the dirt, yet for some strange reason the Leader of the Opposition can’t see this simple point.


I’d be happy to engage in legitimate debate on the agenda for Brisbane, on the future of Brisbane.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
I’d be happy—

Chair:
Councillor—Councillor JOHNSTON, please allow—this is not relevant to you. Please allow the LORD MAYOR to be heard in silence.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
I’d be happy to argue the pros and cons and various agendas and policies and plans for the future of our city, but if Councillor CASSIDY wants to keep going up these dry gullies—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
—l, he’ll find exactly what the CCC found—nothing.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor CASSIDY.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Council bans key management personnel and their families from receiving Council contracts. 
Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, you have three minutes to urgency. I must stress that the content of your presentation limit itself to the matter of urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. The LORD MAYOR just made a statement, and he said, here’s a simple point, and he made his point. I’d like to make a point on behalf of the people of Brisbane, Chair—

Chair:
But, Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
The simple point that it is wrong—

Chair:
—no, you don’t get to—you don’t get to—that’s not the point. If your urgency is successful, then you can make this speech, but please, as I’ve asked, please limit your comments to urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
It is urgent because, after weeks and weeks and weeks, this LORD MAYOR refuses to show leadership. We have a situation where, in the Council’s Annual Report, there is around $800,000 worth of Council contracts being awarded to key management personnel and their family members. Now, who are key management personnel, Chair? Who are they? They’re LNP Councillors and they’re senior executives within this Council and their family members who have intimate knowledge of the internal workings of this Administration—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—what kind of work that needs to be done—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, I must—I must bring you back. You make the same urgency resolution every week, and I must insist, I must insist that—you are very experienced at giving this presentation now, can you please talk about urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
It’s urgent, Chair, because not one single LNP Councillor wants to deal with this integrity mess that they’ve got us into. Now, these key management personnel and Councillors have declared privately to the CEO’s office that they have an interest in some of these Council projects, but no one else knows what’s going on inside Council. No one else knows what’s going on. The only—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor, allow the—allow the—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—the only records that are coming out of the Lord Mayor’s Office—
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors, allow Councillor CASSIDY to be heard in silence, please.

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
No one in Brisbane knows what’s going on. People deserve to know that their ratepayer money is not being misused, Chair, and we don’t know that. We know—what we do know on that side of the Chamber is they’re all too willing to misuse ratepayers’ money—

Chair:
Now, Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—and the Councillor Code of Conduct panel—

Chair:
—that’s an assertion well outside the matter of urgency. I’ve asked you to come back a number of times. Why must it be dealt with right now?

Councillor CASSIDY:
Because people are sick and tired of finding out week after week that there’s another rort going on with their ratepayers’ money, that there are LNP Councillors out there sending in invoices to the Lord Mayor’s Office—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—claiming $20,000 at a time.

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I would like to remind Councillor CASSIDY that he does not have privilege in this place, and he might like to bring it back to urgency.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, everyone—everyone stop for a moment, please. 

Thank you, DEPUTY MAYOR. I appreciate the point you’re trying to make. However, Councillor CASSIDY is a grown up. He knows or he should know the rules, that there is no privilege in this place. However, one rule that he keeps ignoring is my direction when he comes back to the substantive matter of his own resolution. 

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
I hear the interjection from Councillor STRUNK—the last sitting. That would be relevant if this weren’t moved every week. So, can you please—why now, and why must we do it right now? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

LORD MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, I ask that Councillor CASSIDY withdraw his last statement which is factually inaccurate and very defamatory, I believe.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, I ask you to withdraw those comments. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
Sorry, what was that? An interjection?

LORD MAYOR:
The claim that LNP Councillors were sending in $20,000 invoices and demanding that they be paid. That is factually incorrect.

Chair:
Thank you, LORD MAYOR. 

Councillor CASSIDY, you’ve been asked to withdraw. Will you withdraw?

Councillor CASSIDY:
At your direction, Chair, I’ll withdraw.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Thank you.


Councillor JOHNSTON?
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, on what basis—

Chair:
No, no, can you say—I need you to say, point of order, and I’ll call you, alright?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I did say point of order.

Chair:
Well, can you do it again for me?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
How many times would you like me to say it?

Chair:
Just once that I can hear.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Not the three times I’ve already said it? Point of order.
Chair:
Yes, point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, Mr Chairman, could you point me to the rule of procedure that says in this place that something has to be withdrawn if it is not factual?

Chair:
I’m sure you know the rules. You like to tell everybody you know the rules better than anyone else, and I’m sure you know exactly where that is. 

Councillor CASSIDY, you have 45 seconds.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order. Point of order.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
This is not a joke. You are responsible under the City of Brisbane Act to observe and enforce the rules of procedure. Now, my understanding, Mr Chairman, is that it is section 21 of the Meetings Local Law, and that there are a range of issues there that can be ruled out of order by you. It does not include—

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—something be factual.

Chair:
I don’t need—I don’t need—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, apparently you do, because that’s what you’ve just said.
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, no, no. Thank you.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, you have 45 seconds.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. Council’s Code of Conduct says that accountability and transparency are among the fundamental ethical principles of this organisation. This is not open and transparent, it needs to stop now. This organisation—sorry, this Chamber, as the representatives of the people of Brisbane in here, need to set the absolute highest standard when it comes to the use of ratepayers’ money. These shady contracts, these secret contracts, are not open and transparent; they are not ethical, and we must stop them.

Chair:
I have an urgency resolution.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Alright. Further questions?


Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Question 7

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thanks, Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, Councillor MATIC. With 2019 coming to a close, can you highlight how the Schrinner Administration has given residents more to see and do, and what residents can look forward to being delivered in 2020? Is the Councillor aware of any alternative plans for Brisbane residents?
Chair:
Councillor MATIC.
Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor CUNNINGHAM for the question and the opportunity to talk about the amazing amount of work that the Schrinner Administration has undertaken in delivering more to see and do across our city, and focusing on our job, making sure that we deliver for the people of Brisbane. Now, Brisbane’s amazing lifestyle has been further enhanced during 2019 with new pool and library openings, a brand-new world-class BMX track, millions of dollars shared through our grants programs, and of course our wonderful customer services team winning more national awards.


For the benefit of all Councillors, Langlands Park Pool will be officially opened by the LORD MAYOR this Saturday, strongly supported by the local Councillor, Councillor CUNNINGHAM. Mr Chairman, this Langlands Park Pool upgrade, for example, is an $8 million transformation which includes an aqua park and an improvement of the existing pool facilities. That’s a clear example of what this Administration is focused on in delivering for the residents of Coorparoo Ward, but also for the people of Brisbane.


Now, Mr Chair, there are so many different outcomes that this Schrinner Administration has delivered within this program area, that I’d like to break it up by the branches in order that we can properly make sure we don’t miss any of it. Now, within the Connected Communities branch, Council held the 23rd Homeless Connect event on Thursday 28 November, with more than 330 volunteers. The event successfully supported more than 630 guests.


Now, Mr Chair, these events are pivotal to our city, because they support the most vulnerable residents within our communities. It gives them access to a range of free services, including health checks, haircuts and meals. I really want to acknowledge the work of the Council officers in organising the event, but in also volunteering their time and the many, many different organisations and government services that give so much to this event to make it so successful.


Council also supported approximately 130 festival events and literally millions of dollars investment within those. We had more than 14,800 active and healthy sessions held in more than 100 parks across Brisbane. The Building Stronger Communities grants closed with 207 grant submissions, which is 51 more than last year.


To celebrate Seniors Week, 85 community activities, including masterclasses for the Lord Mayor’s Seniors Cabaret, the suburban concerts and workshop program, and active and healthy events were held across the city. More than 8,170 seniors attended these events. Of course, we had the opening of the new BMX track at Darra.


Our library services continue to go from strength to strength. As we all know, our libraries have become such great community hubs, with an extensive network of 33 branches, the mobile library and the pop-up library, and the online services seven days a week, plus of course the trial that we’re currently running in Brisbane Square of extending the operating hours. We have approximately 6.3 million library visits. In June 2019, the Lord Mayor’s Writers in Residence program continued to grow on previous years, with more than 9,000 people attending events within that year.


On Wednesday 20 September, with the extension of the library trial, we’ve seen successively now more and more people using the library, coming in and using this amazing facility and continuing to make it a success. Of course, with those library service improvements, we’ve seen the Toowong Library refurbishment, the new Bracken Ridge Library and refurbishments at Ashgrove, Sandgate and Stones Corner libraries will also be completed by the end of this year.


Within the Customer Service area, Mr Chairman, we all know the strength of our Call Centre, and again, as I noted in the Chamber a couple of weeks ago, the customer service centre won two categories within the recent 2019 AusContact Association National Awards for peak body for the call centre and also People’s Champion for the officers in supporting those officers that undertake that important work.


In Community Facilities and Venues, the new aqua parks at Runcorn, the refurbishment that occurred at Bellbowrie, of course Langlands as I mentioned before—all of these different things working together, and of course our community halls team acquired a new refurbished church at the new Rochedale Village development as part of an infrastructure agreement between Coles and Council. The Rochedale Community Hall opened on 19 October 2019. 


We of course had the Missing Persons Memorial at Pinnaroo Cemetery, improvements to Mt Gravatt Cemetery, 160,000 visitors to the Planetarium, 182,000 patrons to Riverstage, and this is what we continue to deliver day upon day. Why? Because this Administration is focused on delivering for the people of Brisbane. Not about the politics that those opposite are focused on, Mr Chair—

Chair:
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
That concludes Question Time.


Councillor RICHARDS.

ADJOURNMENT:
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At that time, 4.05pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors have been locked.

Council stood adjourned at 4.16pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Councillors, the Establishment and Coordination Committee Report of 25 November, please.
CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE – 25 NOVEMBER 2019
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 25 November 2019, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate?

LORD MAYOR.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr—yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Glad you heard me that time.
Seriatim en bloc for debate and voting - Clauses E, L and N
	At that time, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON rose and requested that Clause E, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – INFRINGEMENT PROCESSING AND ISSUING SOLUTION; Clause L, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – CONTRACT VARIATION FOR THE WYNNUM ROAD CORRIDOR STAGE 1 AND 1B PROJECT; and Clause N, SALE OF 41 TURNER ROAD, KEDRON, be taken seriatim en bloc for debating and voting purposes.


Chair:
LORD MAYOR, we will do the other items first, please—LORD MAYOR, we will do your report, please. And items A to O, less E, L and N.

LORD MAYOR:
Before I go on, I want to start by acknowledging that it’s the Chair’s birthday today.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Thank you everybody. Thank you. No, I appreciate it.

LORD MAYOR:
You don’t look a day over 45.

Chair:
Well, that’s a little hurtful. It is my 33rd birthday today.

LORD MAYOR:
I meant 35, sorry. Happy birthday and as much as you would like to be somewhere else celebrating, we’re glad you’re with us today.

Chair:
There’s nowhere I’d rather be than here with all of you.

LORD MAYOR:
I also, before I wanted to go on, table the Annual Report for the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation. So, if Billy’s around, I’d like to table that. Now, the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation—thank you—does produce an annual report, and it gives me a great honour to be able to table it this year in particular because, for the very first time, we have seen the dividends of the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation—and that’s $20 million this year—going towards the Green Future Fund. So, that’s a $20 million investment in the green future of our city, and in particular, the creation of more parks and sporting fields in various parts of Brisbane. 


As we heard earlier, we’ve had the first acquisition go through in Chilton Street, Sunnybank Hills, and there will be many more to come, which is very exciting, but the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation was originally started up with a seed funding of $135 million. It now has a current value of $268 million, but on top of that it has provided $131 million in dividends to Council which have been used to help keep rates low and to make sure that we fund important things around the city.


So, going forward, we know that that will be the acquisition of greenspace and parkland, the creation of new parkland, and so I commend the City of Brisbane Investment Corporation and their board for another positive year. I can report that they had an overall return in the past 12 months of 11.2%, which is a great outcome. There’s not too many funds that get that kind of return in these uncertain economic conditions that we’re in, if you consider inflation is very low. So, getting an 11.2% return is a great outcome, and I look forward to seeing the continued success of that fund, which is really about funding the green future of our city.


Before moving to the formal items here, I just did want to comment that it was really quite extraordinary that we saw another confected Labor Party stunt which they—I really feel sorry for the Channel 7 people that came in and sat through all that, for that flop of a stunt that they pulled. I mean, these people, they thought it was so urgent and so important, and so secret, that they didn’t even bother to contact the CEO to find out the information that they’ve been speculating about.


They’ve had a full week since the last Council to pick up the phone and ask the CEO, are there any concerns here, and in fact, even ask him if it’s possible to view those records that you say are secret, because I think you’ll find he’ll say yes, no problem. As long as you don’t breach people’s private confidentiality, you can see those records. I’m sure that’s what the CEO will say. The only reason that they’re not publicly released is to stop exactly what these people are trying to do, which is to smear people unfairly.
Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Now, like I said before, I think there’s a clear reason why Councillor CASSIDY didn’t pick up the phone—because he knows it’s a dry gully. It’s a very dry, sandy gully, and there is nothing there, just like there was nothing there when it came to Councillor MACKAY. Labor Councillors know this, but it won’t stop them trying to smear people. It won’t stop them manufacturing these issues, but I think everyone can see through it.


I think the poor Channel 7 cameraman and journalist that was here will rightly be pretty cranky that they had to sit through everything for that flop of a stunt. So, anyway, I think unfortunately we’ll see more of this kind of thing. We’ll see trumped-up confected CCC referrals next year, let me predict. There will be a few of those. We’ve already seen them try and fail on a number of occasions. First they went to the Auditor-General, remember that? They went to the Auditor-General about Metro procurement. They’re like, there needs to be an investigation into this. This is outrageous. Nothing to see here when the Auditor-General had a look at it.


Then they went to the CCC, only after Councillor MACKAY self-referred, and they thought, oh, we can’t be hypocrites here, so we better actually refer him too, even though he’s already referred himself. When the CCC Director of Integrity Services came back with a response saying they’re not taking any further action, that wasn’t good enough for the Labor Party, because it didn’t suit their political narrative, and that is all it’s about. It’s about a political narrative. This is about things that they want to make appear an issue, but are not. They want to smear people’s good reputation unfairly, because in Labor’s grasp for power that we’re seeing now, the desperate grasp for power, nothing is sacred, nothing is sacred.


Don’t you dare get in the way of Labor’s grasp for power, they will destroy reputations. They will smear not only Councillors, but relatives as well. They don’t care. They’re happy to smear, because they have nothing to offer the people of Brisbane. It’s sad, but like I said, I think we can predict more of this happening early next year, and as they get more and more desperate, and they’re realising they’re getting no traction whatsoever, they will become more and more desperate, and they will throw more and more mud, and they will try more desperately to smear.


But I would simply give them this lesson in history. I will never forget the campaign that was run against Campbell Newman’s family—Campbell’s web, that disgusting, dishonest smear campaign against Campbell’s family. Not just against him, but against his family. Then we saw on the eve of the election the CCC had a look at it, and they said there’s nothing, and I think it was the Deputy Premier at the time said—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Was it the Premier? Yes, it was either the Premier or the Deputy Premier said, oh, well, no, we’ve got nothing. We’ve got nothing. Then we saw the backlash against Labor’s smear that happened at that election. So, there is an important lesson in that, and I would suggest that the way to learn that lesson is to actually come up with some policies, to actually come up with an agenda. Let’s have a talk about the future of the city. Let’s not engage in that dishonest smear campaign.


Before us we have a number of important items. Item A, another exciting one, which is the acquisition of 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, through the Bushland Acquisition program. This is a great outcome, and further evidence that we have done exactly what we promised we would do, and we’re buying up bushland all across the city, in key corridors, in strategic areas of importance, to make sure that we keep Brisbane clean, green and liveable. This property is just over 7.5 hectares. Now, Councillor HAMMOND, how many hectares did you say that we’d achieved earlier on in Question Time?

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
746.5. Now, we promised to buy 750 hectares. Does that figure include the one that we see before us?

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Well, there we go; there we go. We’re getting very close. So, we deliver on our promises, and we promised to save and purchase 750 hectares of bushland in the four-year term, and we’re on the cusp of doing that right now.


The property owners contacted Council to purchase the property, which was a great initiative on their part, and following an independent valuation, the purchase price was agreed on by both parties. The house that is currently on the land will be removed following the settlement. The land falls within the Blunder Creek catchment, and builds on Council’s commitment to preserving and investing in the habitat in this area. The parcel of land supports significant native vegetation and habitat for wildlife species, including koalas.


Item B is the sale of a small slither of land in Lade Street, Gaythorne, that is surplus to Council’s needs. The land is 126 square metres. It’s a strip of land that runs alongside one particular property. Under the City of Brisbane Act, Council is required to go to market—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Already?

409/2019-20
At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, under the City of Brisbane Act, Council is generally required to go to market to sell property. However, there are certain instances where property can be sold to an adjacent landholder. In this case, there are only two adjacent landholders, or adjoining landholders, and only one adjoining landholder has expressed an interest at this stage to purchase. So, following endorsement today, Council will approach both adjoining landowners with the option to purchase, and we trust Councillors will support that decision going forward.


Item C, the QTC (Queensland Treasury Corporation) Credit Review, I am pleased to report that, for the eighth year in a row, Council has again achieved a strong credit rating with a neutral outlook. This is something that Labor will no doubt try to paint as some kind of negative thing. Now, this rating is not a C+, it’s not even a B+, it’s an A. It’s a solid A.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Do you know what neutral means? Do you know what a neutral outlook means? It means that there are no foreseeable risks to Council’s ability to meet all of its financial commitments. That’s what a neutral outlook means.


So, this is an A, and Labor can talk all they like and try and talk it down. They’re experts at talking things down and talking our city down, and talking the financial position of this Council down, but the Queensland Treasury Corporation does not agree, and they’ve once again awarded a strong credit rating with a neutral outlook, meaning there are no foreseeable risks to Council’s ability to meet all of our financial commitments. So, this, we are aware, is the strongest rating of any council in Queensland, and long may that continue to be the case.


We are an Administration that has had 15 balanced budgets in a row, and contrary to popular claim by the Opposition, we’re not legally required to have balanced budgets. We are not legally required to, but it is our practice because we believe in responsible financial management. We will continue to do that going forward.


Now, item E was the first one that was separate, wasn’t it?

Chair:
It is, that’s correct.

LORD MAYOR:
So, D is next, okay. Item D is the significant contracting plan for the provision of electronic security and related services. I probably won’t go into too much detail on this one unless people really want me to, but, currently, the contract that we have in place was a five-year contract with no option to extend.


This contract covers four categories—briefly these are category 1 and 2 for the installation, service and maintenance of integrated electronic security systems, one less than $30,000 and one for more than $30,000, and category 3 and 4 for the supply and installation of open space CCTV (closed-circuit television) and associated equipment, one for less than $30,000 and one for more than $30,000.


Council officers have reviewed the categories and determined that the process can be refined for further efficiencies. To improve efficiency of the current arrangements we propose to have the following three categories. Category 1 is to be proposed for repairs and maintenance, supply and installation of Council security equipment, including alarms, access control and CCTV cameras and systems. Category two is proposed for the service, maintenance agreements, including the annual licensing and subscription fee, and category three is for access control and alarm systems to keep Council’s built assets safe.


The corporate procurement agreement will be for an initial term of three years with an option to extend for a period of up to two years for a maximum of five years. Council officers have advised me that they anticipate the release to market early next month, and following the tender process, review by Council officers and the contract is expected to commence in September next year.


We’ll skip over item E. Move on to item F. Council has currently multiple panel arrangements in place to procure traffic signal lighting and road furniture. It’s due to expire in May next year. The new procurement agreement seeks to create efficiencies for Council and increase value for money by forming a panel arrangement with three categories to replace the multiple panels currently in use. Local benefits have been included in the evaluation criteria to support local suppliers, with a weighting of 30% for categories one and two and 20% for category 3.


Stores Board submission at item G is for the significant contracting plan for tyres and retreading. Council’s current contract for the supply of these things is due to expire in the middle of next year, in July. This plan recommends that Council transitions to the Local Buy Tyre Contract which is established by the Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ).


LGAQ’s Local Buy Tyre Contract is a panel arrangement of local tyre suppliers that provides competitive pricing and includes a selection of local businesses based here in Brisbane. So, it’s recommended that we go and move across to that LGAQ arrangement.


Item H is the lease arrangement for the Carole Park Swim Centre which is a great outcome and has been a long time coming. The Carole Park Swim Centre is located on the grounds of the Carole Park State School. The facility includes a 25 metre pool, two wading pools and an amenities building. It’s owned by the Queensland Government’s Department of Education who leases the site to Brisbane City Council to manage on their behalf.


Since 2001-2002, Carole Park Swim Centre has been operated on a series of short-term arrangements between the Department of Education, Council and an operator appointed by Council. The current operator or the lessee is Australian Crawl, who have operated the facility on a series of annual license agreements since 2012-2013.


Under the current short-term agreement, students of the Carole Park State School are granted limited access to the venue during school-related activities. Council has long wanted to see a longer-term lease in place to give both us and the sub-lessee greater security of tenure. A longer-term lease will enable an operator to increase the level of activation at the site, and invest in developing long-term programming, which will drive an increase in customers and revenue support from those customers as well.


It would also enable an operator to assume more of the operational costs of the facility. To manage and operate the Carole Park Swim Centre it costs Council approximately $147,000 per annum. It is anticipated that the proposed change in lease terms would not alter the current areas of responsibility for each party, but it’s recommended that Council approve a 10-year lease with the Queensland Government’s Department of Education for this venue so that we can have that longer-term security.


Item I is the lease of Council land to community organisations. Council has identified 105 leases over part of Council owned land or controlled land and wishes to progress in accordance with Council’s standard lease terms and conditions.


Each of these organisations has a lease that has expired or is due to expire prior to the end of next year. This submission will enable Council officers to progress with lease negotiations, allowing each of the 105 leases to continue operating at the current premises, delivering important community, cultural and sport and recreation activities for the residents of Brisbane to enjoy.


Relevant local Councillors will be informed via email of Council’s intention to apply the exception and continue the lease negotiations with these organisations within their ward, and look forward Councillors’ support for this one going forward.


Item J is the new lease for the Brisbane Powerhouse. The Powerhouse has a current lease that expires on 30 June 2026. On 10 July 2019 Powerhouse requested a longer-term lease to enable security of tenure and for the upgrade of existing premises on the site.


The Brisbane Powerhouse is due to celebrate its 20th anniversary next year and commence a long-term vision for the future activation of the precinct. The new lease will be on similar terms of the existing registered lease. The repair and maintenance obligations of Council and Brisbane Powerhouse will remain, and will also include end of life replacement for key assets, such as the lifts, air‑conditioning units within the buildings. The new lease will also include an additional licensed area to allow further activation of the Powerhouse precinct for the benefit of community and visitors to New Farm.


The rent—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR your time has expired.

410/2019-20
At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. The rent for the new lease will be on the same terms as the current registered lease, and will increase annually for the duration of the lease term in accordance with the Consumer Price Index, except for the renegotiation dates which will occur on 5th anniversary of the commencement date.


By supporting a new 20-year lease, plus a five-year option, Brisbane Powerhouse will continue to be a long-term cultural and community arts venue for the benefit of the Brisbane community and visitors.


Item K is the contracts and tendering report accepted by delegates for October 2019. As I’ve not done in the past, I’m not going to read through each individual item because the information has been provided there for you to have a look at.


Item M is a rejection of claim for compensation with the Brisbane Metro project and particularly the Brisbane Metro proposed depot location at School Road. This particular land is at 71 School Road. In March this year, Council took possession of this property when it was gazetted by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines.


Since this time, we have been in negotiation with the property owner regarding compensation. At the request of the owner today, we are making an advanced payment, the sum which has been endorsed by an independent land valuer.


Two weeks ago, Council acquired—Council resolved to acquire four additional properties to future-proof the Metro depot and cater for expansion. With the Metro vehicles now locked in, we’re able to finetune the requirements of the depot and we’ll go to tender next year for its design and construction.


This particular issue, just to clarify, while we have control of the site and we can get on with building the depot, the issue of compensation has yet to be resolved. We will move forward and resolve it in accordance with all of the State legislative requirements, but what happens is we effectively pay an advanced payment, which is something that we both agree it, and then if there’s any additional compensation to be paid down the track based on further negotiations, then we’ll make that decision at the time, but in the meantime they will get a substantial sum as an upfront payment which will obviously help them financially as we continue to negotiate a final outcome here.


Finally, item O, which wouldn’t be a surprise to anyone, was mentioned last week—is the reduction in Councillor superannuation from 20% down to 12%, as recommended by the Independent Remuneration Tribunal. So, this is what’s been recommended by the Tribunal and we are not implementing their recommendation.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. Just running down this list and avoiding those that have been taken in seriatim. I’ll go through that.

Seriatim en bloc – Clauses J and K
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause J, NEW LEASE TO BRISBANE POWERHOUSE PTY LTD; and Clause K, CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR OCTOBER 2019, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you. In terms of item A, the purchase of land for environmental purposes at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, we support this item and support the purchase of bushland when it is genuine. Unlike the political purchase of say Councillor ADAMS’ block at Mt Gravatt East.


Previously this does seem to be a genuine purchase of genuine bushland which has genuine environmental and ecological values, so we are happy to support this item. That’s a bit of a change, yeah, when we see an item like this.


Item B, this very small parcel of land at 70A Lade Street, Gaythorne, running alongside a property which, according to the papers provided, seems to be largely unusable in any, way, shape or form to Council. It does seem to form part of this block by the looks of it, so given it will be unusable for anything else, on balance, we think this is probably okay and we’ll support this item.


Item C, the LORD MAYOR spoke at some length about the QTC 2019 City Council Credit Review, and given that it is only a neutral outlook, there is certainly room for improvement here. What we do know looking at previous budgets and the forward estimates for this Council, the LNP have loaded many generations of ratepayers’ up with enormous mountains of debt to fund projects like the white elephant that has become Kingsford Smith Drive, the LORD MAYOR’s and Chairs’ walk around cash and $4 million in political advertising.


QTC identified that Council is only strong with a neutral outlook because of the large rates base, and we know that the LNP will jack those rates up to cover for their enormous waste and cost overruns and cost blowouts, up to 23% in some suburbs over this term of the LNP Administration—have been subsidising this Council’s waste.


We know that those cost overruns on projects like Kingsford Smith Drive, on the IT project that have wasted $27 million, the $200 million cost overrun on Metro already, adds to this and will inevitably lead to rates increases under this Administration.


Item D—yes, D—significant contracting plan for provision of electrical security and related services. It’s a small corporate procurement arrangement. Again, though, I’d probably question the need for the significant amount of secrecy in the allocation of these funds against those different weightings there.


There is a smaller than usual local benefit in this project, so some explanation on that would be appreciated, but otherwise we will supporting this project.


Skipping over E to F, which is the significant contracting plan for traffic signal lighting and road furniture. Obviously important things for Council to have and to deploy, so we’ll be supporting this item.


Item G, the plan for tyres and retreading. Of course, retreading where it’s appropriate is a good idea in terms of recycling and we have a significant fleet obviously of trucks and vehicles and buses, so we’ll be supporting this item going ahead.


The lease for the Carole Park Swim Centre, item H, we’ll be supporting this item, being such a small pool for a growing community out there in the south‑western suburbs. This does continue I think to add weight to Councillor STRUNK’s call for better services in terms of providing pools for his community, but we’ll be supporting the lease arrangement nonetheless going forward.


Item I is the leases of Council land to community organisations. This is obviously a requirement now that these come to full Council for our consideration, and we support these leases going to these organisations. I’m sure other Councillors will speak on specifics. I note there are a couple of local Scout leases there for me which I wholeheartedly support.


Item J, which is the lease to Brisbane Powerhouse. This—obviously Brisbane Powerhouse is a wonderful legacy of the Soorley Labor administration of the 1990s and early 2000s, Chair. It’s become a cultural icon of the city; somewhere where you can see on one night Eric Idle and then another community theatre or something like that, or that certainly used to be the case. It certainly used to be the case at the Brisbane Powerhouse.


But what we’re seeing is the increasing commercialisation and corporatisation of Council’s public assets. We see that at places like King George Square, which should be the people’s square, it is now the highest bidder’s square. We’re seeing that increasingly at the Brisbane Powerhouse now and this lease, which will be a 25 year lease in its entirety, will inevitably—as it has—increasingly, lead to less time and space for genuine community access to this space, and more commercial spaces within the Brisbane Powerhouse.


The LNP of course have significant form when it comes to that commercialisation of public spaces. We do have some concerns around that item.


Item K is contracts and tendering and do have a couple of questions around that and some comments to make.


Item number 1, the construction of the Bill Brown Reserve sports park extension, this is something that I support locally. It’s just over the boundary in the Bracken Ridge Ward, but it will serve as a fantastic local club for Sandgate Hawks Netball Club, which has been a club that has a very proud history of netball in our community, and a club that has been without facilities for a very, very long time. They have had expediential growth over the last few years, even in the face of not having a training facility or a facility where they can host and play games. So, this is certainly very welcome for them. It’s something that I’ve been advocating for within Council for the last few years.


Just on item 7, the sports fields and hardcourt remediation program. I certainly support this, in that O’Callaghan Park at Zillmere will finally be getting a field upgrade there, except the first two on this list, which is O’Callaghan Park and Mitchelton and Gaythorne, have no figures next to them. The other ones at Bellbowrie and Jindalee do have costings against them so I’m not sure why that is. Nonetheless we are supporting those, but some explanation would be great.


In Transport for Brisbane contract number 13, there’s quite an odd contract there which is for public transport business solution for GIRO Incorporated, Le Group Informatique and Recherche Opérationnelle, and everything else is commercial in confidence. There is no explanation whatsoever. There is no information on what this contract is for.


When it came to the small strip of land that we talked about in item B there was 51 pages on that of information, and yet on this contract number 13 here, which there is no value against the side of for the people of Brisbane to see, there is no information whatsoever. So, some further information on that would be greatly appreciated please.


Item M now—L is separate—yes, item M—

Chair:
M is included in this item.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Sorry.

Chair:
Please proceed on M, yes.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Oh, yes, M. So, this is the Brisbane Metro project relocation claim for compensation. Again, given the mismanagement of this project, the Metro, these people who are having their land resumed and are making claim, has seen this Administration coming a mile away and we’ve seen that week after week when it comes to compensation being paid for properties being resumed.


We will, however, be supporting this item because we don’t want this project to blow out any further than the $200 million it already has. We think Council does need to stick to its guns. We can’t afford to lose another cent on this project.


Item O—skipping over—which is the adjustment of Council superannuation. Now we of course support this item. The LNP were dragged kicking and screaming—

Chair:
Excuse me Councillor CASSIDY your time has expired.

411/2019-20
At that point, Councillor Jared CASSIDY was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Kara COOK, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY please continue.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. It won’t take long, but this item is important. The LNP were dragged kicking and screaming to the table on this item by Pat Condren. The LORD MAYOR’s stock standard response—the LORD MAYOR’s stock—whenever these issues come up the LORD MAYOR’s stock standard response is that it’s someone else’s fault. It’s Jim Soorley’s fault or it’s the Labor State Government’s fault or it’s someone else’s fault.


He’s been in this Chamber since 2005 after replacing the previous Councillor there, mentored by Campbell Newman in this place. So, he’s been here a long time. He’s been in this Chamber a long time and his response is that no, this is all someone else’s fault. This LORD MAYOR has never had the opportunity to clean up any of his messes over the last 16 years of being in power. That is his stock standard response.


As he goes beyond blaming Jim Soorley and the current Labor State Government, he often blames previous Labor State Governments. Always glosses over the Newman State Government who was there for the shortest amount of time. It’ll be on to Clem Jones, although Graham Quirk did used to blame him from time to time for different things, and perhaps he’ll go back to William Jolly and blame him for something in this city as well, while saying I’ve just come in to fix all this mess, even though he’s been here for 14 years, and been in Administration for that entire time.


So, while, yes, we support this and we said last week we would be supporting this item coming through to bring us more in line with what those community expectations are of our superannuation entitlements, something that the LORD MAYOR wouldn’t deal with and continues to refuse to deal with, Chair, is the outrageous rort that is the walk around money worth $240,000 a year to the ratepayers of Brisbane.


The LORD MAYOR has had the opportunity for successive weeks and successive weeks—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY can I just ask you to come back to the topic for me. The resolution here is strictly about superannuation.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes. So, this is the result of the Independent Remuneration Tribunal’s report. That was convened and at the time the LORD MAYOR was given the option and the opportunity for the Remuneration Tribunal—which is looking at superannuation and all of the pay and conditions, as it were, of Councillors—to give them—set them a task to say that paying cash into the bank account—the private bank accounts of politicians was wrong and it should stop.


The LORD MAYOR again at that opportunity and at every opportunity has refused to show leadership when it comes to that. So, we’ll be supporting the adjustment of Council’s superannuation contributions, but once again say shame on the LORD MAYOR for choosing to keep cash in his pocket instead of having an accountable system to the ratepayers of Brisbane.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item A, but wow that is another example of just negative politics. This is politics for politics’ sake. They have no vision over there. They don’t care about the ratepayers of Brisbane. They have no vision. All they do is come in here and whinge and whine.

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Yes, Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Could you bring the speaker back to the—

Chair:
I will, I will. I was just keeping an eye on the clock, but yes I think—Councillor HAMMOND can I ask you to please identify the item to which you will be speaking.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Item A. It never ceases to amaze me—

Chair:
Item A please.

Councillor HAMMOND:
—though, Mr Chair, how negative and no vision they have on the other side.


I would like to speak positively about this side’s vision for our city. Item A comes in that we are purchasing, again, 7.5271 hectares at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, for $4.7 million through the bushland acquisition. This brings us up to—what did we promise? We promised on this side of the Chamber in four years that we would purchase 750 hectares. Well with this new block of land, beautiful wildlife corridor at Pallara, brings us up to 754.0271 hectares of bushland that is now protected.


This side of the Chamber will continue to invest in at risk bushland that is privately owned. We will not step in and bail out the State Government because they want to sell off land. The State Government’s land that those opposite always go on about is already protected, because it is owned by the people of Queensland. It doesn’t need to be sold off.

`
We are more interested in buying that land that is at risk to complete our corridors across our great city. We will seek to buy more. So, the message to the people of Brisbane—just wait, this Administration under LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER are looking at more land to purchase across our city, to make this city the most clean and sustainable city in Australia.


We will continue to lead the initiatives across Australia. Other councils, other cities around this beautiful nation of ours look at Brisbane City Council to see what we are achieving.


Mr Chair, I am absolutely delighted that we are now over our 750 hectares, and would like to thank LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER for over $75 million in investment into our bushland corridor. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on all the items other than those that are seriatim and I’ll run through—I don’t know that I’ll get to them all, but just in case.


Firstly, with respect to item A, the purchase of land at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara. I thank Councillor HAMMOND for her insightful comments and her repeated statements today that this LNP Administration is more interested in supporting the purchase of bushland that is held privately, because that’s not been the example that I’ve seen from Councillor HAMMOND over the past session of Council where she’s repeatedly voted against allowing us to debate the purchase of land at 67 Chapman Place, Oxley. Not only that, the DA was approved yesterday subdividing the land.


So, whilst I am more than happy to see land being bought back at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, which—let me think why this one might be being purchased at this time. It’s in your ward at the moment isn’t it Councillor GRIFFITHS, but where’s it going to be after the election? Oh LNP ward maybe. LNP ward. So, of course they’re doing exactly—what was the slogan we heard from Councillor ADAMS before? Nothing’s changed. Nothing’s changed. Definitely nothing has changed.


So, I just think—seriously I thank Councillor HAMMOND for helping lower Councillor BOURKE’s vote in Oxley because her comments today I will absolutely be sending out to those residents so that they understand that she stands up and says she will protect bushland that’s privately owned, but yet as the Parks Chairman votes against it in this place.


70 Lade Street, Gaythorne, adjoining—it’s very hard to tell from the map, but I presume this is a really tiny, skinny little piece that next to the area that says road reserve. What I do note today is there are two items here—and the other one we’ll come to later—where the Administration is selling off publicly owned land.


Now the really interesting part of that is week after week after week they stand up and they criticise the State Government about selling off land. I mean Councillor HAMMOND has done it. All of this land. I mean it’s just fascinating isn’t it. It’s terrible when the State Government sells off land—asset sales, asset sales, asset sales—but then when the LNP sell off land, oh nothing to see here. It’s fine, it’s all good, there’s no problems.


So, let me be clear, this is a very small parcel of land based on what I can see. I don’t understand how it came to be separately titled. It’s very odd. There’s not a lot of information about this matter and honestly it just—I don’t know, these people.


Item C, now the Treasury Corporation—so this is our banker telling us they’re happy with the amount of record borrowings that we have going. I don’t think that’s anything to be proud of. What they say when there’s a strong whatever rating or whatever they call it is that means rates are going up. So, they’re happy that their revenue stream to pay off the debt—the huge debt that we have, the record debt that this Council has—is the rates are going up.


That is essentially what gives Council its strong rating, and we know that this LNP Administration increases rates every single year. Every year I’ve been here they’ve done it. Even the year after the floods when people are in distress, rates went up. They go up well above CPI (Consumer Price Index) and of course it is no surprise to me that our banker thinks this is a good thing.


This is great. They want Council to spend more money. They want Council to borrow more money. That’s what they want, so of course they’re more than happy to give us a big tick. This is like Dracula standing over the head of the blood bank and going oh you’re doing an excellent job. It’s not necessarily anything that you can rely on, and certainly when you look beneath the veneer of what they’re saying, the reason that they rate Council as being so good is because of rates and rate increases that are forecast out into infinity by this LNP Administration. I can tell you there is very little return for it out in my ward.


I will move onto the infringement—oh that’s E, I’m sorry. I’ll move onto the lease for community organisations and just say that there are a number of leases here for community groups in my ward. I am looking forward to Council consulting with me. While most of them are straightforward, there are a couple that we do need to look at very closely.


I want to see consistency across the board for our organisations. At the moment there are some groups that get the minimum four years. There are other groups that get 10. We do need consistency and I remember that debate. We were told that’s what was going to happen here four or five years ago, and it hasn’t. So, we just need to see some consistency in the way these community leases are being—the terms of the community leases. We need to make sure that our community groups are not being overcharged.


Increasingly groups are saying to me that Council’s financial responsibilities are burdensome. So, small community groups are being asked to pay tens of thousands of dollars in maintenance costs, and if you’re a small community arts group with a small membership base, that is extremely difficult.


I think that Council needs to change the way it goes about undertaking community leases, and it needs to ensure that there is investment into these Council facilities, because it is not happening now. The burden of managing these leases is being put back on largely older volunteer community groups. It’s not the way that other councils run their community facilities programs, and our Council needs to do more to help community groups manage those leases.


With respect to the Powerhouse, I think the Powerhouse is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Brisbane City Council. Certainly, I have some concerns about the length of the lease. The Powerhouse is a wonderful organisation. The streets are paved with gold out there. It’s the first time I’ve been out to Powerhouse for a few years and I could not believe the quality of the facilities, including how sparkling green the grass is around the Powerhouse. I mean everything in my ward is dead. It is dead. There’s no grass growing. They were watering and there was green grass, and I was—that shocked me more than anything out there.


Let me just have a little bit of a look. Just briefly on the superannuation, I am extremely concerned that we did not—the LORD MAYOR did not take up the opportunity to ensure that there was a transparent accountability system for the expenditure of funds under his allowances. He voted against—and the LNP voted against my motion to include reference to the review panel to ensure that there was a system of accountability set up.


I do not support cash being handed over without scrutiny. In our ward budgets we must account for every single cent, so it is unreasonable that the LORD MAYOR can get $100,000 in cash no questions asked into his bank account with no accountability. It must be included in the terms of reference.


It also concerns me that it’s been flagged the LORD MAYOR’s going to get a pay rise in the Remuneration Tribunal report. I mean I could not believe that. I honestly could not believe it. It’s like—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, can I just bring you back to the topic.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes.

Chair:
It’s specifically about superannuation. Can I just ask you to talk about superannuation for me, please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
This was in the report that was undertaken that we were—

Chair:
I appreciate that, but it’s not in this report you see, so that distinction.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well it certainly referred to here the terms of reference. It’s certainly all referred to in here in terms of what we’re discussing today. The LORD MAYOR’s superannuation of course goes up if he gets a pay rise as well, so it is absolutely related to all of this.


They tried to equate it to the Premier of Queensland. Now the LORD MAYOR’s 7,000 Council staff—the Premier of Queensland—I mean I’m sure an LNP Councillor will shout it out for me—how many they’ve got, but I don’t know, it’s a lot. It’s hundreds of thousands to my knowledge, but of course LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER who’s paid, what, $360,000 a year or something like this he’s not getting enough money according to the tribunal.


So, I would just say that to me the Remuneration Tribunal didn’t necessarily look at all the things that it should have looked at, and I am concerned that there is still no accountability system around the use of these allowances, and that they felt that they needed to flag how hard done by the LORD MAYOR was.


I honestly could not believe it. I mean did they not understand the purpose of the referral and what the community concerns were, and they think that the LORD MAYOR’s being hard done by financially. It’s just—that was just out of touch in my view.


I have some concerns about that, but obviously the decision’s been made. I’ve said all along since this matter came up—first time I recall it coming up was about 2011—we should have all of our salaries and allowances et cetera tied to what our staff are paid. I still think that’s the right way to go.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON your time has expired.

Further speakers?

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak in regards to items H, I and J. Firstly, in regards to the lease arrangement for Carole Park Swim Centre, Mr Chair. As Councillors may know in this Chamber in the past Council has leased this facility, which is State-owned, but in the past we’ve not been able to obtain a proper lease from the State Government in regards to this facility.


So, this lease that’s before us today is actually a huge boon for the community because now that we are in this relationship with the State formally under this lease agreement, we can only hope that over time, as Council contributes clearly to the costs and outlays of the facility, that we can see some improvements within the actual infrastructure of the facility in times to come.


But that’s a conversation that needs to be had with the Queensland Government’s Department of Education in future days, but what’s most important about this document is that we’ve now reached an agreement we previously haven’t been able to get support from the Department for it.


The Carole Park—since 2001 too— the Carole Park Swim Centre has been operated on a series of short-term agreements between the Department of Education, Council and an operator appointed by Council. The current operator lessee, who has operated the facility on a series of annual license agreements since 2012-2013—so under the current short-term agreement, students of the Carole Park State School are granted access to the venue during school related activities. The facility is also open to the public during an approximately nine‑month swimming season.


By seeking a longer-term lease agreement with the Department of Education, it will enable Council to provide greater tenure and security to the sub-lessee, and a long-term lease will enable an operator to increase the level of activation at this site, and invest developing long-term programming which will drive an increase in customers and revenue.


This will enable the operator to assume more of the operational costs of the facility and for Council to reduce the annual subsidy payable to the operator. So, as part of this, Council will also seek a commitment from the sub-lessee to increasing the opening season of this pool providing further benefit to the community. So, it’s fantastic that this lease agreement has been put in place and that a negotiation has been able to be achieved with the Department of Education.


In regards to item I, Mr Chair, it’s the lease of Council land to community organisations. Councillors will know that we previously came to the Chamber in regards to the lease process, and in the last lot of leases that we brought we’ve facilitated a new process now that significantly improves the timeframes of review and assessment of the documents, which is to the enormous benefit of all of our different stakeholders, which are primarily the lessees and those community organisations.


We have the files here and so in regards to the current proposed leases, we’ve identified 91 organisations as existing users of Council owned or controlled assets and wish to progress in accordance with Council’s standard lease terms and conditions


By supporting the application through this process, Council will enable officers to progress with lease negotiations allowing each of the 91 organisations to continue operating at the current premises, delivering important community cultural and sport and recreation activities for the residents of Brisbane.


Of course, to the point made by Councillor JOHNSTON previously, relevant local Councillors will be informed of Council’s intention to apply and continue these lease negotiations. Of course, Councillors will be consulted in the ordinary course, as they have been under the previous process as to whether they support the lease continuation or not.


So, this process, Mr Chair, to the credit of the officers in BCLP, has significantly improved that turnaround time and giving those clubs and different groups greater certainty as to performance and getting that document back as quickly as possible.


I suppose to the next one, which is item J, which is the lease to the Brisbane Powerhouse. Now as the LORD MAYOR has previously stated, there is a current lease over the facility by—and as Councillor JOHNSTON said, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Brisbane City Council.


The Powerhouse requested a longer-term lease to enable security of tenure, but also specifically for the upgrade of the existing premises onsite. Mr Chair, I have to really acknowledge the tremendous work of the CEO, the creative director and the board, in continuing to deliver high-quality outcomes for Brisbane residents of a cultural experience in so many diverse ways, but also providing opportunities for emerging artists in their programs.


The Powerhouse actually works very closely with different organisations across the city to assist emerging production companies and artists to be able to put on their productions, and as part of that, they actually incur the costs themselves.


I heard comments previously from Councillor CASSIDY that you could see Eric Idle and then the next day you could see a community play. You actually still can. In fact the performance by Eric Idle was earlier this year, Mr Chair, and nothing has changed.


So, his reference to the previous days of the formation of the Powerhouse by the then Lord Mayor, Jim Soorley, the intent and purpose of the Powerhouse has never changed and under this Administration never will.


It is the people’s place. It is a place of making sure that there are enormous creative opportunities for any manner of performance. The Powerhouse has gone above and beyond in its importance of creating an inclusive place for different themed festivals throughout the year through there.


It’s just a shame that some Councillors obviously don’t value the importance of the creative sector to our community; don’t value the importance that the Powerhouse plays in providing those opportunities for emerging artists and production companies.


There are a number of companies that sit underneath the Powerhouse and are able to utilise those facilities and have in the past and will continue to do so in the future. By giving the Powerhouse this tenure that they’re seeking, it will provide them with enormous opportunities to continue to upgrade those facilities for the benefit of Council and for the benefit of the broader community as well.


So, what we have here before us is that opportunity to provide the Powerhouse with the next stage of looking at the future and providing even greater experiences, not only locally, but nationally and internationally. All Councillors need to do is have a look at the program that is readily available, either online or hardcopy, to see the wide variety of performances that come there.


Importantly also they should go and have a look at it themselves and enjoy these facilities, because this is a standout space for Brisbane City Council for the people of Brisbane. This lease and the opportunity to provide them this extra tenure, to give them that investment opportunity, will provide even greater opportunities in the future. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, thank, Mr Chair. Listen, I’d like to rise and speak on items C and H. Item C—when the LORD MAYOR got up and talked about this and said, ‘oh Labor’s going to be against this and all the rest of it,’ well we’re not against the actual audit itself, right. An audit’s an audit.


But what supports that endorsement or—I call it an endorsement. It’s certainly not a ringing endorsement of the credit that this Council has been carrying for years and years and years, but it is an endorsement.


Now like other Councillors in this Chamber, I came from business and I would have loved to have been able to look at my P&L report at the end of the year and say listen I’ve got to put my prices up, and I’m going to put it up by double inflation or 50% above inflation, and be able to do that without really doing much else.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor STRUNK:
Exactly. Listen, we are in a monopoly here. This is a monopoly business, right. Now it’s a legal monopoly business, it’s not illegal, but it’s a monopoly in itself. The ratepayers of Brisbane do not have the choice to move anywhere else easily to another council area, because they’ve probably lived—and the kids are going to school here and all the rest of it. So, it’s not like you can just shop elsewhere.


I think—and it’s not just the rates that supports this credit review. It’s also the fees and charges and they have been going up well above inflation as well. If we just look at the rates in the suburb of Inala, it’s gone up 20% over the last four years. Now wouldn’t it be great if we were running a business and we were able to do that—put our prices up in four years 20%. I’ll tell you what, I’d be going off to general manager’s meetings and I’d be crowing and saying how great am I as a manager, but that general manager would say no you’re not; you’re not really operating your business efficiently.


The LORD MAYOR says that he supports small business, but I’ll tell you what, there’s not one small business in this city that can do what this Council does with rates, charges and fees. Not one. I’ll tell you what, the ones that have tried it they’re out of business.


So, let’s not crow too much. Business can’t do what you do or what we do as a collective, and so I just want to end my comments there on that particular item.


Now in regards to item H—and this is in regards to the Carole Park pool and the extension or the development of a long-term lease or a longer-term lease for that facility—I wholeheartedly endorse what Council’s doing in this area.


I know the contractor there has been doing a terrific job over the last number of years, but I’m just surprised that it’s taken only since 2001 to actually give them a long-term lease. Now we’ve had many different changes of government at the State level, right. We had Newman years as well so there was every opportunity for that to happen, but it looks like the Palaszczuk Government has decided to engage Council, or Council’s engaged them, in regards to looking at a long-term lease for this facility.


It’s a terrific facility. It is small—I’ll pick up on what my leader said—it is quite small. It only will do a certain amount of people. It is a growing area. We do need more pools, but that’s for another debate.


So, I’ll just end my comments there and thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 


Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item B and item C. Just to get item B out of the way first, under the City of Brisbane regulation, Council can sell a lease land outside of tender or auction provided Council approves applying an exemption. In the case of this particular piece of land, it is really too small, 126 square metres, to develop the land for any other purpose. So, clearly it makes sense to seek an exemption to sell this site to one of the adjoining landowners.


Now moving on to item C, the QTC credit review, as I’ve noted in the Chamber recently, this is the eighth year in a row that QTC have issued Council with a strong with a neutral outlook credit rating, and I’ve heard in the Chamber that strong with a neutral outlook could be better. Well I’ll tell you what, it’s a terrific rating and I’ll take this every day of the week.


So, to put it into perspective—and the LORD MAYOR mentioned it earlier—I’m not aware of any other council in Queensland that has a rating approaching this one. We know that Brisbane residents expect us to be able to responsibly manage the budget, while still ensuring we deliver on new initiatives that make the Brisbane of tomorrow even better than the Brisbane of today.


This Administration is able to deliver on major projects while keeping debt levels manageable. There is a pipeline of important projects that this Administration will deliver for the city, due to sound financial management.


QTC and their credit rating have recognised Council’s capacity to deliver a large program of infrastructure projects while still managing our debt levels. In fact, while Council has received approval from QTC for new borrowings, Council has not actually drawn down new debt since 2017. This is because we have a strong record of delivering projects within budget, allowing savings to be reinvested into new projects.


We have achieved a strong credit rating by consistently showing an operating surplus and demonstrating we have the capacity to pay our forecasted debt. We have achieved a neutral outlook by showing there are no foreseeable financial risks to this Administration. However, we do not take this for granted and have a very close focus on Council’s finances today and in the future.


Now turning to some of the points Councillor CASSIDY made, he used a phrase—that we’ll be loading up with debt in the future. Now you’ve only got to have a look at the budget book—loading up on debt in the future—we have an increase in assets and liabilities in the next financial year as a result of accounting standard changes, which have been presented in this Council. In the next financial year, due to accounting standard changes, we’ll have an increase in liabilities of $3 billion and an even greater increase in the assets next year.


Then if you look out across the forwards, there’s no explosion in debt. Incredibly modest increases and, more importantly, in the forwards the debt actually reduces. So, Councillor CASSIDY’s point about loading up on debt, it’s absolute nonsense.


Now turning to Councillor STRUNK. Got to love this one. Talking about rate increases. We run a monopoly. We run a monopoly. People can’t move anywhere else. They wouldn’t want to move anywhere else. We’ve got the cheapest rates in South East Queensland. Why would they go anywhere else?

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor ALLAN:
Exactly right and we have a fantastic city. We’ve got the best city in Australia so why would they go anywhere else. Why would they go somewhere else to pay higher rates?

Once again we’ll get back to the inconvenient truth. Councillor STRUNK wasn’t in the Chamber when the ALP increased rates by six per cent four times. Four times. Your record is not impressive, trust me. So, a fantastic report from QTC.


Another one that I’d like to pick up Councillor STRUNK on—he made a point about rate increases being higher than the rate of inflation. I’ve mentioned this in the Chamber before. The CEO of QTC no less has said that it is nonsense to link the rate increases in Queensland of any council to CPI. CPI is a basket of goods. The price increases of services and projects that Council undertake have no correlation with that. It’s very, very different. I would suggest Councillor STRUNK does a little bit of reading on this, and inform himself as to what the key drivers are of cost increases in Council.


In summary, a great report from QTC, and I’ll leave it at that.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Ah, yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on item A and item J. Just in relation to item A, that’s the land at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, that land is actually in the Blunder Creek catchment for our waterways, and it is an important piece of land that is actually zoned Environmental management.


There’s—a significant part of this site is environmental land and has been zoned that way. There is a dwelling onsite that obviously will be removed once this land comes over to Council.


The owners did come and see me a couple of months ago and they have an issue with hardship in terms of what they need to do in relation to this land. So, I made representations, both to the—to the CEO and I welcome the outcome of the purchase of this land. It certainly will be a good addition to that part of the city.


It is in stark contrast, might I say, to the massive land clearing of bushland that Council is allowing out in that part of the city. That clearing of bushland is significant and it would seem to be against the very mantra that we have that we are such an environmentally friendly and progressive Council in that way.


Certainly, if you go out to Pallara and those areas there, you people will be shocked by the amount of bushland that has actually been removed, and that this Administration is allowing to be removed for new homes.


Can I say it’s also really for me in relation to this whole bushland issue—and I’ve raised it many times before—is the haphazard way that decisions are made; the way that they seem to favour LNP Councillors, and LNP wards, over other areas of the city.


It was interesting to hear the Chairperson and hear the mantra of the LNP saying well we’re only interested in spending money on bushland. Well that has just been disproven so many times already. We had the land at 67 Chapman Place which is bushland—

Councillor HAMMOND:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
We had the land at 67 Chapman Place which the previous mayor had written to me and said that, yes, this is suitable for bushland acquisition and, yes, we will be looking at it. Yet this Council’s just signed off on development for that site.


So, it’s being sliced and diced as we speak, and that land won’t come into Council ownership as bushland. It will stay in private ownership and there’s no guarantees about that land being maintained properly or even improved, as it would be if it became Council bushland.


So, for one that shows quite starkly the hypocrisy of the Chairperson in saying that we’re interested in using bushland funds to buy private land that is threatened by development. It’s stark contrast.


The second thing is 68 Carrara Street. Once again this is Upper Mt Gravatt. Council’s paid $6.2 million for this land and there’s no bushland left on it. Council used bushland funds to buy land that had been cleared. It had three nice houses on it, but it had no bushland on it, but once again it fits, or it seems to fit, the criteria that it is in an LNP ward.


Finally, I just want to raise the point—I was interested to hear Councillor MATIC say that the Powerhouse is the people’s place. It was quite interesting because I think when Councillor Hinchcliffe was working on getting the Powerhouse to come over and be an institution that was for creativity and was for the development of the inner city, it was the Liberals who opposed it. Now the Liberals want to have their names all over it.


It’s a real asset for our city. It was a way of bringing arts into our city and building the arts community, but can I say, residents out my way who used to have access to that facility now no longer have access to it. In fact they’re being thrown out of it and I know those residents have made representations to myself and Councillor ADAMS, and even Councillor ADAMS who’s in Administration hasn’t been able to get that group to be looked after.


So, I find it sad and tragic that we are throwing our local community groups out of the Powerhouse to make it a professionally run area that excludes residents, that actually excludes kids and excludes families and makes it elite.


So, I think what we’re doing with the Powerhouse is making it more elite and further away from the residents of Brisbane than actually making it for the residents of Brisbane, and ensuring that everyone can use it, not just those who can pay well for the entertainment that’s there. I think that’s been a clear shift under this Administration, where the Administration thinks that the only people who they’ve really got to look after are the wealthy in this city.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you, Madam Chair—oh, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Sorry?

Councillor HAMMOND, you had a misrepresentation. Please limit your comments to the matter at hand.


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Yes, I will, Mr Chair. Councillor GRIFFITHS said I was—we’re only interested in buying bushland. What I actually said, we are interested—we are buying privately owned bushland, not the State Government bushland that they want to offload for a quick buck.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor HAMMOND.

Further speakers?

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item I, the lease of Council land to community organisations. Mr Chair, in my local area, we have a number of community organisations who are the subjects of these leases today and I’m looking forward to being consulted on these leases fully by Council officers in the coming weeks. As with all community leases, I want to see our Council facilities well utilised and where possible, that we actively encourage local organisations to consider sublease and casual usage by other community groups, where possible.


I know in my local area, I still have a number of groups looking for Council facilities on waitlists to lease and I hope that these lessees in my area will consider any approaches by other organisations who may be looking for space to share. Like Councillor JOHNSTON, I also want to see consistency in approach to Council leases—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor COOK:
—as well as greater support provided to our community organisations by Council. I’ve had a number of local community groups who have leased Council facilities unfortunately close over the last few years and I’m a firm believer that we, as Council, need to do more to support our struggling clubs. When I have raised this previously, the LORD MAYOR, and I quote, said that I was deluded to think that Council do more—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
—to save our local clubs.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
Correct. My view has not changed. I do think that Council can and should do more, not only to invest in our local clubs and facilities, but to support those we know—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK: 
—are struggling in hard times.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
We have this information. We audit our clubs as part of their lease requirements. Yes, they can apply for grants through Council to support governance, but it’s not enough and I personally do not want to see any more clubs fail. This must be a priority, Mr Chair, for us as a city. It is our clubs and community organisations that bring us together and of this item today, we see over a hundred clubs and organisations doing amazing work and I thank them for that. It is our role as Council to facilitate and help them—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor COOK:
—do that amazing work in our community. I’m looking forward to continuing to work with the Beelarong Community Farm, Camp Hill Community and Sporting Club, Cannon Hill District Netball Association and the Mustang Owners Club, as part of this latest round of leases, to ensure great outcomes not only for them, but for our local community.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, LORD MAYOR?

I will now present items A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, M and O for adoption.

Clauses A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, M and O put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, M and O of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
I now put forward items J and K for adoption.

Clauses J and K put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses J and K of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS) and Councillor Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Nicole JOHNSTON.
ABSTENTIONS: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Jonathan SRI.
Chair:
LORD MAYOR, can I—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Procedural motion – Motion that the notified motion be taken of the table

412/2019-20
At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the notified motion submitted by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON at the meeting on 10 September 2019, be taken off the table. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – PURCHASE OF BUSHLAND AT 67 CHAPMAN PLACE, OXLEY
(FROM 10 SEPTEMBER 2019)
(Notified motions are printed as supplied and are not edited)

198/2019-20

That—

This Council purchases the bushland at 67 Chapman Place, Oxley to protect it from development.
Chair:
Thank you, Councillors. I now—we will do that immediately. I have—according to my notes, Councillor JOHNSTON has already spoken.

Are there any further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Yesterday, Mr Chair, we saw that this Council gave permission for the development of the site at 67 Chapman Place at Oxley. It allows for that area of bushland to be divided into three, two blocks of 350 metres squared and one block that is—includes the remaining land, that allows for a house site of, I believe, 317 metres to be approved. Disappointingly—the results, I should say, are very disappointing for residents who have been calling for Council to have this land protected as bushland. As I said just in the previous speech, the land at 67 Chapman Place, I had written to the previous mayor and he had written back to me saying that yes, it was worthy of preserving. This is environmental land with significant flora and fauna, it’s also a waterway corridor and that this land would be a good addition into the city and to the bushland of this city.


In the years that elapsed between that letter and this current development application, we saw no action. No action by this LNP Administration to buy this land. It’s now—this is now the third attempt by the owners of this land to develop the site, so it has been a missed opportunity by this LNP Administration where its own mayor had said that this land was valuable, that now we have seen that it has been allowed to be subdivided and a significant part of the site cleared.


Part of the requirements for the development of the site and the clearing of the site is that the land won’t come over to Council, so we miss out on ownership of this land. It will stay in private ownership. I asked the officers, what guarantee do we have that this bushland will be restored or improved—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
—and there is none. There is none. The tragedy of this case is that this was land that could have formed a significant corridor that connected Oxley through to the river and what we as a Council have done is failed to protect this land. We have failed to use bush—the Brisbane bushland fund to purchase land that was threatened from development. We hear time and again from this LNP Administration how they are interested in protecting land and protecting land that’s under threat of development and yet this very pocket of land, that has been under threat of development numerous times and which we could have done something about, they did nothing about.

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
That’s significant, Councillor JOHNSTON, it’s—and I’ll take that interjection. It isn’t in LNP ward, it’s in a Labor ward, but it is going to be in an LNP ward, strangely enough, Councillor BOURKE’s ward, if Councillor BOURKE recontests or wins that ward. All I know is that residents are really angry. I as a representative of the ward am really angry and I know Councillor JOHNSTON is too, that we have done everything within our power to try and protect this land and we’ve put up a legitimate way to fund the protection of this land and yet this Administration has ignored it.


When we had the opportunity of debating this earlier on, when the development application was lodged, they took it off the table. So, it’s both sad and cynical that the LNP in this room obviously didn’t want to do anything with this land. They were obviously prepared to let it go and they haven’t even—their own criteria that they crow about, the very own criteria that we’re using the bushland funds to protect bushland that’s threatened from development, is something that they haven’t done in this case. It’s a loss for our city, it’s a loss for Oxley, it’s a lost opportunity and I condemn this Administration for not taking action and protecting this bushland. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Cheers, thanks very much, Mr Chairman. I just rise to enter the debate on the motion that’s before us this afternoon. This application was decided yesterday by the Council officers. It’s been under consideration for some period of time. It has land that’s zoned for Low density residential as well as Environmental management zoning on this site, Mr Chairman. The original application that was put in by the applicant was a one into four subdivision. The approval that Council through the assessment process granted the applicant was a one into three subdivision, so we took out a lot as part of the decision-making process.


Also, as part of that process, the Council officers asked the applicant to hand the remaining portion or the environmental protection parcel of land over to Council. The applicant wasn’t prepared to do that as part of the development application process. What we have just heard is nothing, but the biggest load of hogwash in the world, Mr Chairman, and shows that those opposite are driven by nothing but politics when it comes to every single issue that they raise in this place.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
Because there is no less than four—no less than four development conditions in the approved package, Mr Chairman, that relate to the Environmental management zone and its protection. I’m going to read through them, Mr Chairman, because obviously those on the other side, who choose just to play politics, who choose not to actually inform their residents of what’s in the—what’s actually in the approved conditions package, need to understand what’s there. Because they probably—if they can’t read it, I’m happy to read it for them, Mr Chairman.


There is a statutory environment covenant. This is condition 6, enter into an environmental covenant with the Brisbane City Council pursuant to section 97A of the Land Title Act 1994 to ensure the appropriate management of the land identified as environmental covenant, environmental protection zone of the approved environment covenant, environment protection zone plan as outlined in the DA, as amended in red. Submit a plan of survey; request preparation of covenant.


Maintenance—under 6B, submit a request for Council to prepare the necessary covenant documentation to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this condition. The covenant must detail responsibilities, liabilities, measures, remedies and intents that are necessary to ensure the management of the identified vegetation and ecological features on the land and must address the following, maintenance of vegetation and ecological features including: retention of vegetation and tree hollows, ongoing weed control, rehabilitation. We just heard from Councillor GRIFFITHS, there’s no plan, apparently, to remediate this site. I am reading from the conditions package.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
6B, dot point one, rehabilitation in accordance with the rehabilitation condition of this approval. Dot point two, maintenance of the fauna movement fences to the perimeter of the property boundaries and a pet exclusion fence to the boundary of the statutory environmental lot. So, let’s go to the rehabilitation condition, Mr Chairman, because apparently there is no protection. We have said there’s no protection, no conditions according to Councillor GRIFFITHS, on how this site is going to be managed going forward.


So, submit a vegetation management plan. Condition 8A, submit to the approval of development service of vegetation management plan prepared by a suitably qualified and experienced environmental practitioner. It goes through a number of dot points there about the detail that needs to be in the environmental management plan. Implement and approve—sorry, implement the plan, retain and protect vegetation. Clause 8E, retain and protect vegetation in accordance with the approved vegetation management plan, Mr Chairman, is the next one.


Clause 9A, restrictions within the approved environmental protection zone. So this is the Clause that actually deals with what they can and can’t do during construction and after construction, inside the environmental protection zone, Mr Chairman. It’s all there. It’s all there, Mr Chairman, for people to be able to read, but to Councillor GRIFFITHS’ point, which is there’s no plan to rehabilitate it, there’s no plan to restore it, there’s no plan to protect it, Clause 10, which is rehabilitation; rehabilitate the site to compensate for the loss of vegetation due to the approved development in accordance with the requirements of this condition.


There is a detailed list of things. Clause 10A(a), removal of weeds listed under Biosecurity Act 2014, infill planting of the following species where gaps are present in—it goes on, planting must be located away from buildings and infrastructure. Clause C, D, appropriate site preparation; mulching, soil preparation, planting methods, stabilisation of exposed soil surfaces. Clause E, the planting must be regularly maintained including any weed management, replacement of lost stock and watering regimes.


It’s a detailed conditions package about the management and maintenance of the bulk of the site, the 1.6 hectares of the site, Mr Chairman, that is forming now the Environmental protection zone. This is one of the tightest covenants that Council and some of the tightest conditions that Council has ever put on a development application in this city to protect this vegetation, Mr Chairman.


The Council officers have done a great job, not only getting one lot taken out of the development, but then putting on to the applicant, who wasn’t prepared to part with this land as part of the development application, some of the tightest and most restrictive protections on the vegetation and on the site to protect the fauna and flora on that site, Mr Chairman, for the community to enjoy and for all the residents of Brisbane to enjoy.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I’m extremely disappointed—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—that the LNP Administration are not going to vote to support the protection of remnant and other bushland at 67 Chapman Place, Oxley. We’ve heard the Parks Environment Chairman stand up, Councillor HAMMOND, that is, stand up today in this Chamber, repeatedly, repeatedly saying that this Council wants to buy back bushland that’s under threat from development. Well, clearly that’s a big fat lie because not only did they vote against allowing this debate to happen three months ago when we could have done something, they have voted against every single week since allowing this motion to be debated.

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Now we know why, because they do not want to buy back land that’s not in an LNP ward. It is extremely clear, the LORD MAYOR of this city wrote to residents a few months ago. He’s not here; he couldn’t even be bothered to stay here for the debate.

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
He wrote to residents and told them all that he would consider this after the DA and he wanted the land for free. Krista Adams got her land, didn’t she? Six and a half million dollars’ worth, not a tree in sight except the odd palm tree. What happens to actual bushland? This Council approves a DA that carves it up, that sees trees removed, that sees impact on an area mapped within Council’s high ecological zone. This is wrong. This land has been identified by Council officers as it should be bought back and the only people who are voting against it today are the LNP.


Let’s look at how delusional Councillor BOURKE is about covenants and DA conditions. The DA condition basically says there has to be a plan, that doesn’t mean there is actually a plan. It also means that the private land holder has to find the money to maintain the site, which they are not doing now. They clearly don’t have the money or the capacity to do now and the site is in disrepair. This is the reason we need Council to purchase it so it can be properly maintained, revitalised and form part of a significant bushland corridor that runs across to the Brisbane River. Individual owners do not have the capacity to do that. That’s why we buy back at-risk bushland.


Let me be clear about this. The Planning Chairperson thinks that a covenant will protect the land. We protected all of the trees on the old Alan Fletcher research site at Sherwood and do you know what happened afterwards? The developers kept bumping into the trees, then submitting private requests to Council’s development team to have those trees removed—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—because the structural integrity of the tree had been damaged. The only resident—the only way residents knew about it was the fact that the trees were being cut down. There’s no scrutiny, there’s no enforcement, there’s no management, there’s no funding.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
This LNP are delusional if they think forcing an owner to maintain their land is going to be done well. It needs to be done by Council, it needs to form part of our bushland reserve and that is the very purpose of the bushland levy. Where is our Parks and Environment Chairperson, Councillor HAMMOND, on this? Asleep at the wheel.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I don’t know how many people have been watching this meeting today, but you would have heard her say multiple times today that they want to purchase—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—bushland that is under threat from development. Clearly not when it’s not in an LNP ward.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
All they want to do is prop up their own marginal LNP members and the rest of us be damned. Every single member of that Oxley community has for years and years with Councillor GRIFFITHS stood up and fought to have this land protected. Council officers, the LORD MAYOR have said previously they would, but whose watch sees this land go? SCHRINNER and the LNP Administration, and who’s going to be there local Councillor? Just like Dracula in the blood bank again today, the Planning Chairperson, who’s the architect of all of this.

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
It’s just disgusting. It is disgusting.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
The residents of Oxley who have fought so hard to have this land bought back have been cheated by this Administration. Cheated by a Parks and Environment Chairperson who won’t stand up and defend them, cheated by the Planning Chairperson who’s more interested in subdividing bushland for residential housing than protecting its high ecological values. What do we get? What are the residents going to have to do when this doesn’t happen or trees get cut down or things go wrong? They’ve got to make a complaint to Council. CARS will investigate. Two and a half years later, we might be in court, trying to get them to pay a fine. What should have happened? Council should have used the bushland levy to buy this property—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—back. They have let Oxley residents down, particularly this Parks and Environment Chairperson. Who can believe a word she says? Who can believe a word she says? This is not owned by the State Government, this is privately owned land that was at risk in our own high biodiversity, high ecological area that should be protected and this Administration has utterly failed to do so. I just want to say to the Oxley residents, Councillor GRIFFITHS has fought for you for such a long period of time and he has had his legs cut out from under him by this LNP Administration, who are more interested in development, building houses, subdividing bushland and getting rates out of these people and fees out of these people than doing the right thing and protecting this valuable bushland in Oxley. Shame on you.

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
I’ll now put the resolution.

As there was no further debate, the Chair submitted the motion to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued):

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE – 25 NOVEMBER 2019 (continued)
Chair:
Alright, now, Councillors, as you recall, we have items remaining E, L and N which have been taken seriatim for debate and vote.

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I rise to speak on items E, L and N. Firstly, with item E, the submission focuses on a contract for infringement processing and issuing solution. The delivery of this solution is necessary to make sure that we can uphold the city’s safety standard. This contract actually delivers an end-to-end infringement lifecycle management IT system and an outsource infringement processing services including mail house, call centre and collection activities. The services fully support all of Council’s required functionality and deliver improvements most importantly to our customer service and regulatory efficiencies.


The Database Consultants Australia (DCA) is the incumbent for part A infringement issuing, the incumbent for B is Tenix and Database has acquired the ownerships of Tenix in November 2018. The new contract is a six per cent increase over the current contract price, but that is required to deliver increases in solution availability, solution security, the increasing PCI (Payment Card Industry) compliance that we’re seeing across these solutions, contact service levels, including the financial penalties for poor performance and new integrations and interfaces.


This also delivers our parking taskforce recommendations where we want to see it on an IT cloud-based solution, as well. It does enhance the customer service experience by providing enhanced self-service portal for infringement notices, real-time payment and appeals, which currently takes 24 hours’ notice to view, enquire or appeal the infringement, and additional payment channels to provide customers with improved choices and modern payment options, as well.


This means we’ll get much more efficiency for our Council city officers in this point as well, with real-time integration with third-party systems with the issuing applications and back-end processing and a delivery of a platform that is not only friendly and user-friendly, but is also intuitive. There are so many different variations, as you can imagine, Mr Chair, around these issuing solutions.


It improves the quality, the availability and the security from what we have in the current solution at the moment. So, DCA have demonstrated a strong track record, they’ve got a level of experience delivering this in other large councils, like Stonnington and Auckland. They will be establishing a local office with two full-time employees, so they’ll have onsite support, free annual refresher training and they have agreed to be the local suppliers for the delivery of the mail printing and solicitor services, as well. They’re going to work very closely with our customer services and contact centre team to make sure it’s a very seamless transition to make sure that the customer experience is absolutely the highest quality through the whole way through it.


Item L is the contract variation for Wynnum Road Corridor Stage 1 and interim 1B project. This—obviously we’ve spoken about Wynnum Road corridor as a key arterial. It has more than 56,000 vehicles per day, approximately 300 bus movements each day. We are looking at delivering significant safety improvements with this upgrade and travel times for vehicles including buses by 50% during peak periods. So, we know there’s been a lot of accidents recorded between January 2013 and December 2016—2017, particularly in that corridor between Latrobe Street and Riding Road. One hundred and two of those 118 actually required medical treatment or hospitalisation, so not minor dings, either.


This corridor was divided into two stages. The existing water main, particularly for stage 1, was ending the nearing of its life—end of life, so it had to be relocated and the road upgraded. QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities) agreed to fund the water mains replacement, paying $750,000, with Council to oversee the delivery of the upgrade. We got written confirmation from QUU in September, formalising the agreement and I’m advised Council issued an invoice to QUU for a one-off payment of $700,000 with the remaining $50,000 invoiced on the completion of the works. This submission actually reflects that there’s no change to the overall scope of the project and its completion and as soon as it’s done, can we say thank you to the residents for their patience and short-term pain will be their long-term gain.


Item N, the sale of 41 Turner Road, Kedron, is a fantastic outcome for the local community that we see here. Council has been taking a consolidation of the depots at Stafford, which I have spoken on numerous occasions on the last four years in my previous role as Finance Chair. They’re moving to Zillmere and Green Square and for our on-the-ground services purpose-built facility in Eagle Farm. They’ll start relocating early in 2020, which means the Stafford depot will become unused. 


We were approached by a consortium of schools, including Padua, Mount Alvernia—and Mount Alvernia (Mount A) College to purchase the site to be converted into sport and rec land with some buildings proposed to be re-utilised, because there is a lot of hardstand there obviously for a depot. They are looking for extra room for their administration and their classrooms that they can use. The schools together have got together and thought this would be a great spot, not far from where our main campuses are, as well. That is fantastic to see that this area will become a community hub for the local area with sporting greens and a capacity for schools that are doing such wonderful work in the community, as well. 


The important thing to note is the proceeds from the sale will be re-invested back into the Green Future Fund which has been established by Team Schrinner to fast-track Council’s investments in parks, sporting fields and greenspace. Thank, you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Seriatim - Clause L
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause L, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – CONTRACT VARIATION FOR THE WYNNUM ROAD CORRIDOR STAGE 1 AND 1B PROJECT, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Chair:
Okay.

Councillor CASSIDY:
On item E, the infringement processing and issuing system. We’ve known for a very long time in this place, Chair, that the LNP Administration is completely and utterly addicted to parking fine revenue. We know that in this year’s budget, in the 2019-20 financial year budget, the revenue target set by this LNP Administration for our compliance officers to go and raise is $37.5 million, that is just in one year alone. Which is a 65% increase on the infringements that were collected in the last financial year, which was $22.7 million.


That is this Administration setting our Council officers a target to raise $100,000 a day—$100,000 each and every day of the year in fines to meet these targets and they are getting more and more sophisticated in doing that. We now see specialised vehicles driving around with fish-eye cameras on them. We know that the pressure this puts on Council officers to go out there in the middle of the night—

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Councillor CASSIDY, take a question? 

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, will you take a question?

Councillor CASSIDY:
No.

Chair:
No, he will not.

Councillor CASSIDY, please continue.

Councillor CASSIDY:
We know that the pressure this Administration is putting on those hard-working Council officers to meet these targets is causing a few problems in the compliance and regulatory services division. You only need to read about those in The Courier-Mail, Chair. This solution that is being proposed by the Administration looks an awful lot, as well, like the bungled IT project, the amalgamation of all those different projects and systems into one. We know what happened with that project when Councillor ADAMS was in charge of that. We had $27 million completely and utterly wasted down the drain, with nothing to show for it.


This is a 10 year contract. What we can expect over the next 10 years, as we have over the last 10 years, there’ll be an awful lot of technological changes and we want to know that the implementation of this contract will take all of that into account. That is not clear in the papers provided and there is an awful amount of secrecy when it comes to this expenditure of ratepayer dollars.


We understand why, Chair, that they want to keep a lot of this secret, because this is all about finding new ways of not only fining people, whether that be at 2am out at Bracken Ridge or all throughout different hours of the day using the new fish-eye lenses on these special cars—parking fine cars. This is all about new ways of fining people and about pursing people for those fines and making it more and more difficult for people to challenge those, even when they are incorrectly issued, as well. We have some serious concerns, I think it would be fair to say, about item E.


Item L is the Stores Board submission for the contract variation for the Wynnum Road corridor. This is an item we’ll be supporting; it’s a project we have supported and this seems reasonable to us.


Item N, the sale of 41 Turner Road, Kedron, Chair. This contract is a little concerning to us. We understand and know that decisions that have been made over successive years that the Stafford depot, along with the Zillmere depot and the Shed at Green Square and other assets the Council have won’t be needed or required as those depots are consolidated. That raises its own concerns. However, in the context of the Stafford depot itself, that has meant and led to a situation where Council no longer wants to use it for that purpose. For those of us that have depots in their wards; I have the Zillmere depot down at O’Callaghan Park.


I have been asking Council for some time what the future purposes of that site will be and have had some answers, but I suspect there’s an awful lot more information that the community needs to get before any decision is made. This is the first test, when it comes to Council’s asset sales, as a result of the depot consolidation and the result we see here, I think, is a lack of transparency around what is an asset sale. It’s something that the people of Brisbane own. It is ratepayers’ property in the form of a depot and it is being sold, for how much, we’re not allowed to say.


There was no tender process. The DEPUTY MAYOR did just confirm that, that a direct approach was made to purchase this property. So, there was no open and transparent process entered into where there was consultation with the community about what they—the broad community, including a consortium of the local schools, including—whether that would be a consortium of local sporting clubs or local sporting clubs individually. Then more broadly, with the broader community, as well, about what they would like to see there.


Some of those questions that then follow on from that are whether Council could have in fact retained ownership of this and offered it as a lease. I’m sure that the consortium that have approached Council are obviously very interested in this land for obvious reasons. They are big and growing schools and want this land for those sporting purposes, as well. There are a number of schools that lease land off Council and are responsible for not only their development in terms of the sporting fields and the infrastructure that goes along with them and their ongoing maintenance as well, that lease off Council. That land is then retained in perpetuity in public hands by the residents of Brisbane.


So, what is the benefit of Council selling this land directly and retaining no ownership of it, versus Council retaining this land forever on behalf of the people of Brisbane and leasing it out to community organisations? That proposition has not been put to the community and it has not been put to Councillors here tonight, who are being asked to make this decision. We will never know now what the value proposition is between Council retaining this asset in public ownership and Council selling this asset.


Padua and Mount A are great schools, no doubt about that and of course they would want to have a facility and a piece of land like this close by so they can use it for the benefit of their students, but what about those other sporting clubs in the broader community? There are—there will be no guarantees going forward that this land will be able to be enjoyed by the broader community who currently owns the land at the moment and who won’t have a say in this sale going through. There needs to be an absolutely open and transparent process when it comes to Council offloading these assets in the interests of openness and transparency.


This is a publicly owned piece of land that is being sold and an enormous amount of the information is commercial in confidence so the public—the community out there will not know what other benefit the broader community could have had, had this gone through a more open and transparent process. If you look back a few years, about five years, to Council offloading another piece of public land to a private person down on Nudgee Road, the CCC made very specific recommendations to Council that even the perception that the process that was gone through was not completely above board. I’m not suggesting that this one isn’t, in terms of commercial—a commercial—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
I’m not suggesting that there is anything improper about this at all, but the CCC was very clear that when these deals are done without the proper consultation with the community and without all that information being out there, there can be a perception in the community. There can be a perception and we need to be absolutely above that and the information that has been provided to Councillors here and from what I can see, to the broader community, hasn’t been complete and full. There hasn’t been a process in which other sporting organisations, community groups or other schools or any organisation, for that matter, are able to put to Council what they would like to see on this site. So, that does concern me slightly. I will say thought that in terms of an asset sale, which this is, this is the least worst—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, your time has expired.
413/2019-20

At that point, Councillor Jared CASSIDY was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Kara COOK, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK.

Councillor CASSIDY:
I thank most of the Chamber for that. In terms of an asset sale, this is the least‑worst—this could very well have been sold for unit development or housing development, I get that, being completely ringed by residential development there. So, it is the least-worst however, there is no escaping the fact that this is an asset sale and I’m not sure that the broader community have been consulted enough to understand what is actually being done here.


This will go through this Council tonight. The Administration has brought this here today, going to vote in favour of that, so what needs to happen going forward are some very strict development conditions, I suppose, in terms of the impact that it’s going to have on those neighbouring communities there. The benefit that needs to flow to the broader community from this asset sale and particularly in that this has very restricted access through very suburban streets.


Real consideration is to be given to proper parking onsite here, because we don’t want to have a situation like we have with the changes that the LNP made to City Plan in terms of parking and see entire streets in communities forever parked out, because you can’t go and retrofit these places with adequate parking. We want to make sure that that is absolutely included and we will be monitoring this closely.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor McLACHLAN—Councillor McLACHLAN, yes.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item L and welcome the observations from the Leader of the Opposition in this place; this will be supported by the Opposition. I agree with him, this is a sensible outcome that is being voted on here tonight. This is an important project, as the DEPUTY MAYOR said, for the Wynnum Road corridor project, for stages 1 and 1B. A sensible outcome has been reached here when QUU concluded that this was a great opportunity for them to improve the water main that runs along this corridor. So, as we say—as we see in this item, QUU has agreed to fund the replacement of that water main, with a contribution of $750,000 to Council, which increases the net value of the contract, it’s money in, money out.


The works, for the interests of the Chamber, will include removal of 900 metres of existing water main, which was constructed back in 1906, the installation of approximately 1,300 metres of new water main on both north and southsides of Wynnum Road and Lytton Road. The installation includes 500 metres of new larger water main, 355 millimetres on the north side of Lytton Road and 800 metres of smaller diameter, 125 to 180 millimetre water main, on the south side of Lytton Road. QUU will install three major water main crossings on Lytton Road as part of the project, which will be located—which is a benefit, absolutely, outside the carriageway of—and in the footpath area. Mr Chair, this is a great and significant contribution from QUU as Council—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor McLACHLAN take a question?

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, will you take a question?

Councillor McLACHLAN:
No.

Chair:
No, he will not.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
A significant commitment from QUU. Council normally replaces these assets on a like for like basis, so this is a good opportunity to future-proof the future water needs of this area and will be done as part of the project, but at zero cost to the overall project costs. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? Anyone at all?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I just rise to speak briefly on item L. The question I was going to ask was just to clarify why—I accept that maybe this amendment won’t add much to the—won’t add to the cost of the project, but my understanding is that it will add a little bit to the time and disruption of the project. I’m just not entirely clear on why this wasn’t identified as an opportunity earlier. I’m not saying that Council shouldn’t take up the opportunity now at this point, but it is a bit of a shame, I think, when projects that are already quite a fair way underway suddenly expand in scope and then there’s more disruption and more impacts upon local residents and small businesses. 


I don’t offer that as a particularly strong criticism, I was just hoping that Councillor McLACHLAN might have been able to answer that question and clarify that for me, but I guess now we’ll never know. I also just want to again reiterate my concerns about the project as a whole. I’m sure Councillors would have been hearing a little bit about the impacts on small business along that corridor as a result of this road widening.


It’s been really sad to watch hard-working small business owners struggle to get by, doing everything they can to make a go of it. Then this Council is crushing their hopes and crushing their aspirations by doing such a poor job of consultation, such a poor job of advising people about what’s happening. Then pretty much spitting in the faces of these business owners when they dare to suggest compensation or some kind of redress for the negative impacts they’ve experienced as a result of this diabolical construction project.


I’ve recently asked for another update from Councillors about—from Council about the re-design of the small public space at the intersection of Heidelberg Street and Lytton Road and I still haven’t heard back from that, but I—it’s a little outside the scope of this report so I won’t go into it in detail now. Other than to just respectfully ask through you, Chair, again to Councillor McLACHLAN, can I please get an update from the Council officers on that aspect of the project? In particular, the local businesses are concerned that the large bus shelter is going to obstruct views to and from there cafes and that that’s going to have a negative impact on those businesses.


Hopefully I’ll get a briefing from the Council officers in the very near future. I am still trying to work as constructively as I can on discrete elements of the project, where I believe there are opportunities for the community. While I’m opposed to the project as a whole, I’ve tried to make a point of not being a thorn in the side of every little element of it. I hope that Councillor McLACHLAN will be mindful of that and will be able to encourage those officers to let me have another briefing about that element of the project as soon as possible.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise in support of item N in the report and to respond to Councillor CASSIDY’s outrageous comments that CCC should be involved at the school. It’s—obviously he hasn’t read the report, so—-

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted.

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND, please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I refer Councillor CASSIDY, in case he thinks there is any wrongdoing whatsoever, because he hasn’t read the report, to paragraphs 223 and 224—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HAMMOND:
—where it clearly states how this sale happened, with no wrongdoing. I’d also like to correct the record for Councillor CASSIDY, that this has never been consulted to the community. This is false. In the Lutwyche neighbourhood plan, this site—since the Lutwyche neighbourhood plan, this site was identified and could go to high to medium density, at this particular location, because of the size and location of this place in Stafford. The Stafford depot has been talked about, that it was going on for sale, for over nine years, for eight years, it’s been talked about, that the Stafford depot would move from this location to a purpose-built location. =

I support the schools and have been talking to the schools and working with the schools for over two and a half years regarding the Stafford depot and their interest on this site. So, it hasn’t been an overnight decision. The schools or the consortium, Mount Alvernia or Padua or the Franciscans on the Hill, as we locals like to call them up there, have been working with Council officers because this site has issues. The school is very aware of the issues on this site.


I think one of the questions from Councillor CASSIDY was, what is the benefit to the local community? Well the benefit to the local community is green open space of the sporting fields. The benefit to the local community is, kids will be active playing sport on the sporting fields and community members will be playing sport.


The other benefit is, the wonderful arts and if you haven’t heard the Franciscan rock band, I would suggest you come along to my Lanham May Fair, it’s the first Saturday of May, to listen to the talent that the Franciscans on the Hill are producing up there.


So, this land will be turned into classroom for the arts and also for the sports, so green open space. Yes, Councillor CASSIDY, I share your concern. This is why I originally brought it up and I talk about it to the community for the last several years about this site because the Stafford Road is the problem.


There are no plans to fix Stafford Road. It is congested. We know that the State is sitting on different plans, but they won’t come out to the community to tell us what we need to do. Stafford Road is a standstill. The reason why I bring up this State Government road is because of this site. Again, the benefit, trying to get to the benefit of why this is so important to the local community. If this site did go to medium to high density, if this site did, Stafford Road would not cope and we know that Stafford Road, the State Government, have no plans to improve it.


The benefit again, to the community, and I can tell you the school has written out to the community. I’ve spoken to the community. The community are happy with this outcome. They are happy that the school is taking over and creating more green space on this site.


The benefit is, as some of the Councillors in this room will know because they went to school at one of these three schools, will know that the schools are landlocked. The schools are growing and they are landlocked so they were desperately looking for more land to go. I love the fact that Mount Alvernia and Padua to share classes. So, the boys and girls share some of the classes and share their music system.


I am so happy with the outcome of Padua taking over of the consortium of the Franciscans on the Hill taking over this land and looking after it. I think Councillor CASSIDY also referred to strict DA conditions. Anything that happens on that site, because it is zoned special purpose, will have to go through an impact assessible development application. That means, whatever the school does will have to go through a DA process, an impact assessible DA process to do what they want to do on this land.


Again, green space and the arts is going to be so very important to the local community and the local community, I can assure you, are happy about the sale of this property to turn into green open space and not high to medium density when the local State network will not cope with that density on that site. It is a massive site and I thank Padua and Mount Alvernia and their Boards, principals and the Fathers for their patience through this very long process.


I can’t wait to see the site go into the greenspace and the ovals and start seeing people being healthy and active. I cannot wait to hear the improvements, the continual improvements, from the arts from these three schools up on the hill.


Mr Chair, again, I am so happy about this and I stand by the Franciscans on the Hill with their endeavours to improve the local area. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you, Mr Chair, I just rise to speak briefly about item L, the Stores Board submission, contract variation for the Wynnum Road Corridor Stages 1 and 1B. Mr Chair, my main concerns about the site, and we’re happy to support the works being undertaken, but specifically in relation to Stage 1B, the intersection of Bennetts Road and Wynnum Road where we are having some bus stop rationalisation, bus jump lanes put in, that work has now been going on for the best part of 12 months.


My community was given some assurances that that work would be completed by the end of this year. It now seems that that time frame has blown out yet again and I have been receiving a number of concerns from motorists, cyclists, pedestrians and residents regarding those works and the length of time those works have taken. There have been a number of issues, particularly around safety of the bus stop, the temporary bus stop that has been put in there.


There have been a number of near-misses and accidents at that intersection as well. I’ve raised these concerns with Council officers. I’ve raised concerns about improving pedestrian and cyclist access through that intersection as well. To be frank with the Chamber, those concerns, I’ve been told, have just simply not been included as part of the project and therefore no changes are able to be made at this stage.


I am interested in receiving a definite timeframe from the Chair or from Council officers following this meeting so that I can provide that information to my community, because at this point in time, it is an incredibly difficult intersection to navigate. Not only for motorists, but also for cyclists and pedestrians and we need to be provided with some firm timeframes around the scope of these works and if there is going to be any further delays in the project.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak in regard to item E and the item there is in regard to the contract for the infringement processing and issuing. I listened, always with amusement, at the fictional tale of Councillor CASSIDY in regard to this contract. Obviously, he has not read any of it and went on a tirade about everything else, but what this contract was about.


Again, making comments about quotas. We’ve had this conversation before and of course they’ll always push the party line around quotas, but the reality of the situation is that this Administration, this Council, does not set quotas. There is a line item in the budget and is an example of how we don’t set quotas in the previous year. In comparison to the previous year, Mr Chair, the amount of revenue received was actually significantly less because this Council, this Administration, had actually focussed on safety and ensuring that we —that the people adhere to the road rules. People adhere to the parking signs so that we can get equity in regard to people being able to find a park to carry on their normal business, to go to work, to visit local businesses. To address the issue of pick-up and drop-off zones.


Every Councillor in this Chamber knows the challenges that schools face around pickup and drop-off zones and how we constantly get requests from school principals for enforcement around those because of the safety issues for children.


But what he interestingly did not mention in regard to the issue of quotas is that his own ALP lord mayoral candidate, when asked the question, when he was first announced as the candidate, would he intend to set quotas and he said yes, that if he was elected, he would set quotas. So, the ALP are literally on the public record of stating that they are going to set quotas, Mr Chair.


So, going on about this Administration itself was a complete farce in regards to what the reality is and what the falsehood is, but of course, Councillor CASSIDY knows that, but continues to of course chirp the party line.


What this contract will actually do, Mr Chair, because two of the contracts are coming up for expiration and, as is required and is appropriate, the officers have undertaken an evaluation of a tender process. Through that evaluation, have come up with products that will actually streamline the process and actually provide benefits to residents as well as Council in being able to streamline the process of managing and processing those infringement notices.


As part of that process, the new features from this will actually provide an enhanced self-service portal for infringement notice recipients, which means real-time payment and appeals. So, currently it takes 24 hours for infringement notice recipients to view, pay, enquire or appeal their infringement. So, this new process will actually give them the capacity in real-time to be able to do that.


There will also be additional payment channels provided to customers with improved choices and modern payment options and, of course, closer linkages to the contact-centre in order to provide that level of service and response provided to people, should they receive an infringement notice.


So, again, Mr Chair, this is about an enhancement in the service. It’s about ensuring that this Council continues to priorities the real purposes of the officers being out there, which is safety and equity in parking spaces.


I am assuming from the words that Councillor CASSIDY has said, that should any of the schools within his ward request of him to ask the Council officers to attend those pick-up and drop-off zones during the peak hour period, he won’t do it. He won’t do it because he doesn’t care less about his schools. He doesn’t care less about the safety issues of the children at those schools, he’s more interested in carrying the party line and ensuring that quotas are met through their lord mayoral candidate, should he frighteningly be accepted as the next Lord Mayor of Brisbane.


But in course with the businesses within his local precincts, within Sandgate and whether there are enforcement issues around equity of parking for those business and ensuring that those people can get their fair share of patrons, we were at the Lord Mayor Listens at Sandgate. A resident stood up, also a business owner, and spoke about the importance of supporting the local businesses within the community, being able to get more and more customers there.


Obviously Councillor CASSIDY doesn’t support the local businesses either so if people overstay and they come to his ward office and say please send out the officers to enforce the regulated parking, he won’t do it because he won’t support his local businesses either because he doesn’t believe in making sure that there’s equity for all people who want to park there.


So, that, Mr Chair, is obviously the level of disbelief that you can hear, or you can accept, in anything Councillor CASSIDY says within this Chamber when in regard to this contract, but this contract is, ultimately, about ensuring that we deal with those important issues that are expected of us as a council to ensure we have safety on our streets, ensure we have safety in our pickup and drop-off zones and that we have equity in our car parking spaces.


Again, this Administration is focussed on delivering for the residents of Brisbane, making sure that we always put their interests first. We’ll leave the politics and the slander and the misbeliefs to Councillor CASSIDY and the ALP.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Seriatim - Clause E
	Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON requested that Clause E, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – INFRINGEMENT PROCESSING AND ISSUING SOLUTION, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor JOHNSTON:
I will not be supporting item E. I will say very clearly, the current arrangements for infringement processing are terrible. I have zero confidence that this Administration will improve the situation at all. I am sure this is all focussed about increasing revenue from fines and I have no trust in this Administration.

Councillor ADAMS stood up before and said how wonderful the Parking Taskforce was. No it wasn’t. There are serious problems with that. Those problems are being felt today by residents in my area. This Council has botched, absolutely botched, parking in this city. The management of parking in this city.


Yes, they go the cheaper road and say well, you don’t send out enforcement and you don’t want enforcement. Well of course people do, but they want genuine enforcement, not cars driving by while they’re stopped in a lane of traffic and because it looks like they’re parked, because no one checked, they get fined. This is what happened to a resident who came to see me yesterday. He was driving in the city and he was in a lane of traffic, stopped behind other cars. The vehicle drove past and he’s been fined. It’s just incredible. It’s not like he was parked, stopped, not with his vehicle. He was waiting to turn into Edward Street.


So, there is no trust here. I don’t believe this Administration will get this right. I fear there is pain and misery ahead for Brisbane residents and it will all be about revenue raising.


With respect to item L, very briefly, I just have some concerns about this and that’s the only reason I’ve taken it seriatim. Largely because I suspect it’s how the paper has been written before us today, but the problem here is why —when was this problem discovered? So, what I don’t understand is that Council and QUU, it implies that the problem was known, but it wasn’t included in the original contract, but now they’re going to vary the contract. I don’t understand what has actually happened here.


So, to me, the question is, when was this matter discovered and I just don’t understand what the process has been here. There are no dates. There is no information. Again, this Administration does whatever they want, they don’t really care whether we know what’s actually happening and can make an informed decision. There is a real problem, I think, with the information that is in here.


For example, it says in paragraph 194, that QUU and Council designers identified the existing water main on this project which required relocation, was nearing the end of its life. Well, surely they did that before they started on the project? I really don’t understand what’s happened here. I understand QUU are going to pay for this, but I also don’t understand why it has been done in this way. Obviously, there is a bigger project here so again, that’s a problem.


Now, with respect to item N, the sale of 41 Turner Road, Kedron to Mount A and Padua. I’m probably the only person in the room who can speak to this issue with any authority, having attended Mount Alvernia for school and spent many a hot summer’s day running around the oval at Padua because Mount A didn’t have an oval.


I can see why this is an excellent deal for both of the schools and Saint Anthony’s which is the Catholic primary school there. Obviously the school wants to increase the facilities that it can offer to students and Catholic families in Brisbane and that can only be a good thing for schools. I’m very happy to see that they are going to be the beneficiaries of this, however, I am here as a Councillor to ensure that the rate payers of Brisbane get the best value for money and I have very significant concerns about what’s happened, which have only increased with Councillor HAMMOND’s commentary on this matter.


The first thing I would like to say is, Councillor HAMMOND said this had been a very long process. I am very concerned about that because the report before us today, on paragraph 218, says that on 12 November 2019, an unconditional offer from Padua and Mount A was submitted. Now, that’s less than a month ago. So, what secret discussions were going on before 12 November and what was Council doing and how long were they doing it?


Councillor HAMMOND seems to imply this has been a really long and difficult process and the Fathers have shown great forbearance while this was going on. This paper says that this offer came in three weeks ago. Three weeks.


Now, there are a number of other concerns. In looking at this, I don’t understand why we’re not leasing this land. I don’t understand why this Council is selling off land. Once it’s gone, it’s gone. Sadly, if the school choose to sell down the track—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—they could sell it and will be lost to us. The other thing I really don’t understand is why Councillor HAMMOND voted for the Lutwyche neighbourhood plan which was up zoning this site potentially in the future. She voted for that and is now saying that was problematic. So, I really don’t understand what she’s talking about here.


There is a huge issue around the fact that no tender has been sought. The governance issues around this are hugely problematic. We cannot just sell off 44 hectares of publicly owned land without any proper market soundings.


Now, that is improper. The reason that Council are given, is in paragraph 224 which is, on the basis the land will not be rateable after it is sold. So, we’re selling the land to a large public company—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and they’re not going to pay any rates on the land. So, I don’t really understand what’s going on here. The exception that is being used here is extremely troubling. Extremely troubling and I’m not sure that it is the appropriate exception or whether an exception should have been granted.


The other exception referred to is that Council is going to retain a lease to allow the SES (State Emergency Services) to remain on the site. I don’t know how much land the SES is going to have access to. I don’t know whether other groups will be able to use this land going forward. I know that’s Council’s intention, but once this land is sold, is sold, how on earth is Council going to ensure that it will remain open for community and other sporting groups to use? They can’t do it.


Let me be clear. It is the large private schools, not the Catholic ones usually, but it is the large private schools that do not, do not lease their facilities out to others. I have major ones in my ward and they are exclusively used for their students.


So, I am worried that Councillor HAMMOND may have sold residents a bit of a pot by promising this wonderful green open space they’ll be able to access, but there’s no guarantee that will be the case. So, to me, Council should be retaining ownership of this land. We should enter into a lease with Mount A and Padua to allow them to use the land. We can then appropriately condition the lease to ensure that it can be used by multiple users, not just the school for school needs.


That means that the future of this land will be retained in public ownership so that in 50 years or 100 years, the Council will still own the site. This is an extremely short-sighted way of going about what appears to be a very noble outcome. This is of course because Council is rushing and they’ve not done the proper market soundings. They’ve not thought about the alternate mechanisms to support the school to achieve the aim here, but ensure the land retains in public ownership.


So, I would just say that I think this Council has got this wrong. Selling off 44 hectares of Council land is not the way to go about it. We should be looking at a lease. We should be conditioning the lease to make sure it is open to other user groups and we should be making sure that this land is retained in public ownership in the long term. I am concerned about what I’ve heard today about how all the northside Council depots are going.


If all Council depots are going out of Eagle Farm and you live over in the northern suburbs, I can tell you, it’s going to be a lot worse for you to not have local Council officers familiar with your area and the needs for your area, who work in the local area, to deliver services. So, that’s also another concern.


So, I certainly support the idea of working with Mount A and Padua to deliver an outcome for the school, but I believe that Council has got the mechanism wrong. I don’t believe they’ve done the proper governance and due diligence that is necessary here. I believe that it should be a lease rather than selling the land so that we can ensure that it is properly protected for future generations of Brisbane residents.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I just rise to speak briefly on item N, 41 Turner Road, Kedron. I’ve got to say, I think it’s a rare opportunity and what we get here is a terrific strategic outcome. Not only for the schools involved, but for the whole city. Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor JOHNSTON seem to have this thing in their mind that it should have been leased. That was an option, but the reality is, we get a much better strategic outcome from the sale and, more importantly, the money, the proceeds of this sale—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Councillors, allow Councillor ALLAN to finish. Be silent, please.

Councillor ALLAN:
The sale will result in some proceeds. Those proceeds will go into the Green Future Fund and we will be buying more green space or sport and recreation space. In another location, admittedly, but overall, this gives a much better strategic outcome for all parties here. Now, to the point she was making about oh look, it’s 44 hectares. It’s not. It’s 4.4 hectares.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor ALLAN:
So, 4.4 hectares. This sale represents an excellent outcome for all stakeholders. There were valuations done. We’re very confident that the price is appropriate for this site. It’s going to be terrific. It’s going to provide the schools with playing fields, education facilities. It will provide the community with green space that will be quarantined from future residential development.


I know the people in the Opposition here come in here regularly and bang on about inappropriate development, this is a great outcome because, as Councillor HAMMOND said, this could be residential. It could be clogging Stafford Road. As an alternative, we get a fantastic sport and rec outcome and then the proceeds of this sale will go to yet another fantastic outcome for the people of this city. So, a fantastic strategic outcome. A really significant social dividend and something that’s totally consistent with the green aspirations of the Schrinner Administration. Thank you.

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, Councillor RICHARDS?

ADJOURNMENT:

	414/2019-20
At that time, 7.00pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of one hour, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors have been locked.

Council stood adjourned at 7.03pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Alright, welcome back everybody.

LORD MAYOR, would you like to conclude items E, L and N?
LORD MAYOR:
Yes, just briefly. In relation to the final item which is the sale of the land at 41 Turner Road, Kedron. I think this is a fantastic outcome for the community.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Whatever Opposition Councillors may or may not say, I have one view about this which is it is a great outcome. Now, we were always going to be looking at opportunities to consolidate our depot on the northside to make sure that we get appropriate purpose-built accommodation to service the needs for Council to be able to get out there and about on the northside of Brisbane and do the work that they do.


I have to say, the claim that because a depot is at Eagle Farm doesn’t mean that Council can’t service other parts of the northside is ludicrous. Our Council officers are out and about across the city every day. Across all suburbs of the city in fact and I know for a fact, many Council officers, they may arrive at the depot early in the morning, but they spend their entire day out on the road. They’re not sitting at the depot all day.


So, this consolidation of the depot at Eagle Farm will be a great outcome. As I said, it will deliver a better depot outcome, but what we’ll get here is a great community outcome as well. We have the school that has put in to purchase this site and that money from the purchase will go into the Green Future Fund that we established this year. 


That will allow us—and this is significant funding that we’re talking about. That will allow us to purchase other parkland across the city and create new sporting fields, but on top of that, we will get, as part of this proposal, we will get facilities for each school which will also be able to be used by the public. So, there will be playing fields and opportunities for the public to use these.


So, it is a win-win situation where we get publicly available sporting facilities. We get an educational outcome, plus we also get funding to buy and create more parkland across the City of Brisbane and indeed in other parts of the northside as well. So, I think it is a great outcome.


Now, when Councillor HAMMOND talked about the fact that this has been a long time coming, what she was referring to was that there has been interest for quite some time in Padua and Mount Alvernia College acquiring this site. So, there have been discussions going on about that potential for quite some time, which—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Which haven’t necessarily been classified as formal negotiations, but it’s definitely something that they’ve been wanting to do for quite some time. So, Council had to satisfy ourselves that this is not only a good deal for rate payers—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—but a good deal for the community and a good community outcome. Now, theoretically speaking, someone could have come in, taken this site, maybe paid a little bit more, I don’t know if they would. Maybe paid a little bit more, but we would have seen a whole stack of town houses go in there maybe. Who wants that? Who wants that? So, this outcome, I think is a great community outcome and something that we should all support.


I won’t go into any detail in the other items. I think this one is quite clearly the most critical one here and something that I am pleased that Councillor HAMMOND has been an advocate for and local Councillors on the northside, but also disappointed that Opposition Councillors have chosen the easy road, which is just to criticise for the sake of criticising when this is a great outcome.

Chair:
Alright, I will now put each item—I will now put item E.

Clause E put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause E of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 19 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.

ABSTENTIONS: 4 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING and Charles STRUNK.

Chair:
I will now put item L.

Clause L put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause L of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
I will now put item N.

Clause N put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause N of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS) and Councillor Adam ALLAN immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 19 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
ABSTENTIONS: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard, Peter Matic and David McLachlan.

A
PURCHASE OF LAND FOR ENVIRONMENTAL (BUSHLAND) PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 104 RITCHIE ROAD, PALLARA


161/20/439/415
415/2019-20

1.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

2.
The subject property is situated at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, and is described as Lot 60 on RP80476 (outlined red in Attachment B, submitted on file). The majority of the subject property is zoned Environmental management and the remainder is zoned Low density residential under Brisbane City Plan 2014. The subject property comprises a site area of 7.5271 hectares and is improved with a dwelling in reasonable condition that will be removed following settlement.

3.
The subject property is located within the Blunder Creek catchment and supports significant native vegetation. The area is known to provide important habitat for diverse native wildlife species, including koalas. The acquisition of the subject property will build upon previous and future investments made by Council to preserve habitat in the Blunder Creek catchment.

4.
In June 2019, the owner of the subject property contacted Council to enquire if Council would be interested in purchasing the subject property through the Bushland Acquisition Program. Council indicated it may be interested in purchasing the subject property and engaged an independent valuer to undertake market value assessments. Following negotiations, a purchase price of $4,750,000 (GST exclusive) was agreed upon by both parties (refer Attachment C, submitted on file). The amount is supported by independent valuation advice (refer Attachment D, submitted on file).

5.
Once the purchase has been approved, the transfer of the land will be completed in accordance with any additional terms and conditions considered necessary by the Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.

6.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

7.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF LAND FOR ENVIRONMENTAL (BUSHLAND) PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 104 RITCHIE ROAD, PALLARA
As:

(i)
the acquisition of this land will protect native vegetation and significant habitat in the Pallara area

(ii)
the acquisition will enhance previous and future investments made by Council in the preservation of habitat in the Blunder Creek catchment

(iii)
funding for this purchase is available from the Bushland Acquisition Program budget under Service 3.3.1.1,

then Council:

(i)
approves the purchase of land located at 104 Ritchie Road, Pallara, for environmental (bushland) purposes:

(a)
at a purchase price of $4,750,000 (GST exclusive)

(b)
in accordance with any additional terms and conditions as considered necessary by the Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.

ADOPTED

B
SALE OF 70A LADE STREET, GAYTHORNE, TO ADJOINING LAND OWNER


112/265/439/255
416/2019-20

8.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

9.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

10.
Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, has identified Council owned land at 70A Lade Street, Gaythorne, Lot 1 on RP88780 (the site) (shown in yellow outline in Attachment B, submitted on file), as underutilised and confirmed as surplus to Council requirements, and therefore suitable for disposal.

11.
The site is zoned Character residential zone (Character) and has an area of 126 square metres. Although held in freehold and not in trust as an access restriction strip (ARS), Lot 1 on RP88780 does form the characteristics of an ARS. The site is not developable in its own right due to its narrow width and configuration (see survey plan in Attachment C, submitted on file).

12.
In accordance with section 217 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), Council cannot enter into a valuable non-current asset contract (relevantly, the sale of land) unless it first:

(a)
invites written tenders for the contract; or

(b)
offers the valuable non-current asset for sale by auction.

13.
However, section 226(1) of the Regulation provides a number of exceptions which Council may apply to the disposal of an interest in land other than by way of tender or auction. Exception 226(1)(c)(iv) is applicable due to the site’s narrow configuration, making it suitable for disposal to an adjoining land owner.

14.
A valuation undertaken by Harvey, Ehlers and Associates assessed the value of the property at [Commercial-in-Confidence] plus GST (refer to valuation advice set out in Attachment D, submitted on file).

15.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO PERMIT COUNCIL TO DISPOSE OF AN INTEREST IN LAND IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 226(1) OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE REGULATION 2012
As:

(i)
Council is the owner of 70A Lade Street, Gaythorne (the site)

(ii)
Council proposes to dispose of the site

(iii)
section 226(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 requires that Council decide by resolution that an exception set out in section 226(1) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 may apply before disposing of a valuable non‑current asset other than by way of tender or auction

(iv)
70A Lade Street, Gaythorne, is not suitable to be offered for disposal by tender or auction due to the width and configuration of the site, and as there is no other person who owns other adjoining land who wishes to acquire the property. Therefore, exception 226(1)(c)(iv) is applicable due to the site’s narrow configuration, making it suitable for disposal to an adjoining land owner,

then Council:

(i)
resolves that the exception under section 226(1)(c)(iv) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 applies to the disposal of the site

(ii)
determines that the sale of the site should be on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Project Director, Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, and Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance

(iii)
authorises the Project Director, Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, to negotiate a sale price of the site calculated on the basis that such a price is either equal to or greater than the market value of the property as determined by the valuation prepared by Harvey, Ehlers and Associates, as set out in Attachment D (submitted on file).

ADOPTED

C
QUEENSLAND TREASURY CORPORATION’S 2019 BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL CREDIT REVIEW


109/800/148/30
417/2019-20

17.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

18.
As a condition of receiving ongoing approval from the Queensland Government to borrow funds, Council is required, and has agreed, to submit to an annual credit review of its financial position by the Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC).

19.
QTC has recently completed its 2019 review and on the basis of this review, has again rated Council as ‘Strong’ with a ‘Neutral’ outlook.

20.
Factors positively contributing to Council’s rating included Council’s:

-
financial profile and operating results in the 2018-19 financial year

-
large and diverse ratepayer base

-
demonstrated capacity to deliver and manage large infrastructure projects while maintaining adequate capacity to service forecast debt levels.

21.
The ‘Strong’ rating category indicates a local government’s strong capacity to meet its financial commitments in the short, medium and long term.

22.
QTC has continued to rate Council’s outlook as ‘Neutral’ reflecting that no known foreseeable events are expected to have a direct impact on Council’s rating to meet its financial commitments.

23.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

24.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE QUEENSLAND TREASURY CORPORATION’S 2019 BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL CREDIT REVIEW, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file).

ADOPTED

D
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE PROVISION OF ELECTRONIC SECURITY AND RELATED SERVICES


165/830/179/704
418/2019-20

25.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

26.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 12 November 2019.

27.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.

28.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].


Purpose

29.
The Stores Board recommends approval of the Significant Contracting Plan to establish a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for Electronic Security and Related Services. The CPA will be for an initial term of three years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years. The estimated expenditure is $13 million over the potential five-year term.


Background/business case

30.
The establishment of this CPA provides Council with electronic security and related services that encompass the design, supply, installation, testing, commissioning and maintenance of electronic security systems and related services including security alarms, Wi-Fi/wireless and fixed-point duress, access control, intercoms, emergency call points and all closed-circuit television (CCTV) systems that meet Council requirements and specifications.

31.
The current CPA (contract 510313) covers four categories:

-
Category 1 – Installation, service and maintenance of integrated electronic security system less than $30,000

-
Category 2 – Supply and installation of integrated electronic security system more than $30,000

-
Category 3 – Supply and installation of open space CCTV and associated equipment less than $30,000

-
Category 4 – Supply and installation of open space CCTV and associated equipment more than $30,000.

32.
Under the current arrangement, after a panel supplier has completed the project works, the maintenance preferred supplier is responsible for support to ensure that the security system continues to be operationally sound and meets Council’s ongoing security requirements.

33.
To improve efficiency of the new arrangement, it is proposed to have the following three categories:

-
Category 1 – Repairs, maintenance (programmed and reactive), supply, installation and project requirements

-
Category 2 – Service maintenance agreements (SMA) (software and licencing and support)

-
Category 3 – Non-Council networked security systems.

34.
Council’s electronic security assets are located at numerous Council locations including buildings, the Story Bridge, piers, ferry terminals, ferry vessel, buses and other public spaces as part of Council’s CitySafe system. Council’s electronic security systems allow visitors and the general community to feel safe and secure, knowing that various community and public areas are fitted with reliable and effective security systems which monitor movements of people and that enhance a safe and secure Brisbane.

35.
Tenderers will be asked to include in their proposals any new innovations and digital technologies that may deliver a benefit to Council and enhance the safety of the community.


Policy and other considerations

36.
Is there an existing CPA/contract for these goods/services/works?

Yes, current CPA 510313 Provision of Electronic Security Services which is due to expire on 31 August 2020.

37.
Could Council businesses provide the services/works?

No

38.
Are there policy, or other issues, that the delegate should be aware of?

No

39.
Have the following issues been considered in the development of the specifications and evaluation criteria: Environmental sustainability, Access and Equity, Zero Harm, Quality Assurance (QA) and support for locally produced and Australian products? 

Yes, tenderers are requested to supply details for each evaluation criteria. The weighted questions will be assessed on tendered content for local benefits, which includes supporting local apprenticeship and traineeship opportunities, zero harm, QA, environmental sustainability, access to equity and supply of local goods and services.

40.
Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?

No


Market analysis

41.
Security equipment and maintenance are part of the broader security services industry. The Australian security industry is characterised by a large number of guard service providers (approximately 2,000) and a smaller portion of certified electronic systems suppliers. According to the most recent IBISWorld report (April 2019), the annual industry turnover is $1.9 billion with an estimated average annual growth of around 1.6% for the next five years.

42.
The accredited suppliers listed below have been notified of the intended release of this new Request for Proposal (RFP), which includes the incumbent suppliers:

-
ACG Fire and Security

-
ADT Security

-
Chubb Electronic Security (Chubb Fire and Security Pty Ltd)

-
Fredon Security

-
Secom Australia Pty Ltd (Secom Technical Services)

-
Sapio (previously Telstra SNP Monitoring)

-
Siemens

-
Johnson Controls

-
Australian Security Company

-
J D Security.

43.
Council’s approved range of access control and CCTV equipment (namely Gallagher and Genetec) is manufactured by overseas suppliers. There are no Australian manufacturers who produce equivalent, Council approved equipment, although some local firms assemble custom solutions from imported components. The biggest markets for electronic security equipment and services are Australian capital cities and in domestic markets.

44.
Due to the nature of the equipment, security system installers and operators are required to obtain and maintain high level, specialised skills. There is some crossover into the electrical services industry and information and communications technology industry, particularly as the technology has become more sophisticated with CCTV imagery capabilities and real-time storage requirements. All electronic security installers must be licensed to comply with the Security Providers Act 1993.

45.
Key demand drivers in the industry are the Australian Government’s security policies and recommendations, public and staff safety, asset protection, risk-based assurance and insurance premiums.


Procurement strategy and activity plan

46.


	Procurement objective:
	To procure the provision of electronic security and related services in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.

The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post-market submission.

	Title of contract:
	Electronic Security and Related Services

	Type of procurement: 
	Establishing a new CPA

	Process to be used:
	RFP

	RFP standard to be used (and any amendments):
	Council’s corporate standard with no amendments



	Advertising/sole or select sourcing:
	Offers are to be sought publicly via Council’s supplier portal.



	How RFP is to be distributed and submitted:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	How tenders/proposals are to be lodged:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	Part offers:
	Tenderers may submit offers for one or more categories. A complete offer for any category will be considered. Offers for part only of a category will not be considered.

	Joint offers:
	Joint offers will not be considered.

	Contract standard to be used (and any amends):
	Council standard goods/services preferred supplier contract.

	Period/term of contract: 
	An initial term of three years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years.

	Insurance requirements:
	Public liability insurance of $20 million, product liability insurance of $20 million, professional indemnity insurance of $10 million, motor vehicle insurance of $10 million and workers’ compensation arrangements as per legislative requirements.

	Price basis:
	Schedule of rates for the provision and installation of equipment, annual fee for preventative maintenance and acceptable service call out expectation, to be fixed for the initial term.

	Price adjustment:
	Price adjustments for the additional extension periods to incorporate the below factors:

-
equipment prices, annual fee for preventative maintenance and service calls to be fixed for the initial term of the contract, and any variation shall be subject to labour rates and by Consumer Price Index (CPI)/Labour Cost Index after the initial fixed term

-
equipment prices will be reviewed and negotiated yearly after the initial term.

	Liquidated damages:
	Not applicable

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable

	Defects liability period/warranty period:
	Three years warranty on equipment.

	Other strategy elements: 
	The commercial model for this arrangement will based on the following principles:

-
schedule of rates for the provision and installation of equipment, fixed annual fee for preventative maintenance and acceptable service call out expectation

-
equipment prices to be fixed for the initial term of the contract, with equipment and labour rates to be indexed by CPI after the initial fixed term

-
a strategic forward requirement for equipment is recommended on the principle that all equipment prices will be on the basis of a cost price plus a marginal mark up of 10% (maximum of 20%), subject to the rise and fall of the exchange rate, reviewed yearly after the initial term.

	Alternative strategies considered:
	The option of using Local Buy and other government agency arrangements were considered but the Council approved security systems are not used by the nominated providers. Council’s arrangement achieves competitive rates.



Anticipated schedule

47.
Pre-market approval:

3 December 2019

Date of release to market:

6 December 2019

Tender closing:


31 January 2020

Evaluation completion:

15 April 2020

Contract prepared:

15 May 2020

Post-market approval:

2 June 2020


Contract commencement:

1 September 2020


Budget

48.
Estimated total expenditure under this CPA/contract (including any options):

Annual expenditure for Electronic Security and Related Services varies annually according to asset replacement, maintenance and new asset purchases to meet new technologies requirements.

The estimated expenditure over the potential maximum five-year term is $13 million.

49.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this CPA/contract? 

Establishing the CPA will not commit Council to any purchases. Funding is only required when an appropriately delegated Council officer approves entering into a contract made under the CPA. Funding is available in Council’s current and forward financial year approved budgets.

50.
Anticipated procurement savings (if any):

Any cost savings will be measured and noted in the post-market submission.


Procurement risk

51.
Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:

	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy
	Risk allocation

	Lack of responsiveness to RFP
	Low 
	Analysis confirms an adequate market exists for these services
	Contractor and Council 

	Risk of business discontinuity or failure
	Low 
	Tenderer’s financial viability to be evaluated during tender evaluation process
	Contractor and Council

	Response time to repair faults
	Low
	Tenderers to incorporate Council specific response time of two hours to ensure the safety of all concerned in the Brisbane area
	Contractor and Council


52.
Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No


Tender evaluation

53.
Evaluation criteria: 

(a)
Mandatory/essential criteria:

-
must have a current Security Providers Licence and submit a copy

-
submit current full details and supply a copy of Individual Security Licences

-
must have current corporate membership of a recognised Security Industry Association

-
must have a current Channel Partner Accreditation with Gallagher Management Systems and Genetec CCTV and submit a copy.

(b)
Pre-screen criteria:

-
has an ABN and is registered for GST

-
has supplied details of its existing QA system

-
has supplied details of insurance cover that meets the requirements of the draft contract

-
has submitted a completed Statement of Non-Compliance.

(c)
Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:

Submissions will be scored against the below weighted criteria:

	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting (%)

	Competency and capability
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Tenderer (company) capacity
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Local benefits
	15

	Systems (QA, workplace health and safety, environment management)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Commercial matters and value-adds
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100



(d)
Price model:

Schedule of rates based on a basket of goods and/or services.

54.
Evaluation methodology:

(a)
Shortlisting process:

Submissions will be shortlisted, if required, using the total score against the non-price weighted criteria. At any time during the evaluation, a submission may be excluded from further evaluation or a shortlist where:

-
a score against any criterion (regardless of the weighting) is so low that the proposal is considered to be high risk or not advantageous for Council 

-
the submission contains non-compliances with the specification or draft contract that the Evaluation Team considers to be unacceptable/not advantageous for Council

-
the submission/tenderer is considered to be high risk or not advantageous for Council, regardless of the criteria stated in the tender documents.

Any submission may be included on any shortlist where the Evaluation Team considers that, despite the score achieved, there are strong, documented commercial reasons for further consideration of the submission. 

(b)
Value for money (VFM) method:

Council’s standard VFM methodology. This is non-price score divided by price to create a VFM index.

55.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

56.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATE PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENT (CPA) FOR ELECTRONIC SECURITY AND RELATED SERVICES. THE CPA WILL BE FOR AN INITIAL TERM OF THREE YEARS, WITH OPTIONS TO EXTEND FOR ADDITIONAL PERIODS OF UP TO TWO YEARS, FOR A MAXIMUM TERM OF FIVE YEARS. THE ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE IS $13 MILLION OVER THE POTENTIAL FIVE-YEAR TERM.

ADOPTED

E
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – INFRINGEMENT PROCESSING AND ISSUING SOLUTION


165/830/179/573
419/2019-20

57.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

58.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 12 November 2019.

59.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.

60.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].


Purpose

61.
The Stores Board recommends approval to establish a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) in the form of a Preferred Supplier Arrangement with Sarb Management Group Pty Ltd as trustee for the Sarb Enterprises Hybrid Trust trading as Database Consultants Australia (DCA), for the provision of an Infringement Processing and Issuing Solution. The CPA will be for an initial term of five years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to five years, for a maximum term of 10 years. The estimated expenditure is $55,600,000 over the potential 10-year term.


Background/operational impact

62.


	Background:


	More than 280,000 infringements are processed by Council each year to uphold the city’s safety and standards. Infringements issued relate to parking, pets, animals, littering, building, environmental and tolls. Although most infringements are parking related, the broad range of infringement types that Council issues adds complexity to the infringement management lifecycle.

Council’s existing infringement solutions are delivered through two main contracts:

-
the Electronic Infringement System (EIS) contract with DCA, which provides the system that issues infringement notices using mobile or desktop devices

-
the Infringement Notice Management Process (INMP) service arrangement with Tenix Solutions Pty Ltd (Tenix), which is used to manage the lifecycle of all infringement notices and includes the processing system, a contact centre and mailing notices when required. 

Both the EIS and INMP contracts are approaching the end of their current term. The EIS contract is due to expire on 31 January 2020 and the INMP contract is due to expire on 24 January 2020 (excluding an optional remaining extension of one year). Transition-out provisions exist in both contracts and will be used during the implementation of the new solution to ensure service continuity. The EIS contract has an unlimited transition‑out period and the INMP contract has a two-year transition-out period.

Council determined that aggregating infringement processing and issuing contracts into one integrated solution was advantageous and would improve accuracy, efficiency, systems integration and ease of use for Council and customers. 

-
Council undertook early market engagement (EME) in November 2018, before requesting proposals from the open market. The upcoming procurement activity was notified to the market via Council’s Supplier portal on 20 November 2018 to promote the industry briefing session and how to access the restricted data room.

-
An industry briefing session was held on 30 November 2018 to provide further understanding to the market on Council’s goals for this procurement activity and intended approach. The industry briefing was attended by 16 suppliers.

-
Availability of a restricted data room on Council’s supplier portal. Following the industry briefing, 32 suppliers registered and accessed the restricted data room by providing to Council the following:


-
contact details such as phone, email, business address


-
details of area of expertise as related to the in-scope 
services


-
any relevant industry association memberships or licences 
held as relevant to the in-scope services


-
a signed confidentiality agreement. 

Council released an open Request for Proposal (RFP) on 25 January 2019 for an integrated end‑to-end infringement processing and issuing solution. The RFP was composed of Part A (Part A), Infringement Issuing and Part B (Part B), Infringement Processing. Suppliers were permitted to submit an offer for one or both parts of the RFP.

	What is being procured and why: 
	The infringement processing and issuing solution will provide Council with real-time integration, improved customer service and experience, and efficiencies in enforcement management activities for Council. The existing Council services are to be replaced under a new contract that integrates, enhances and upgrades the existing systems. 

	Pre-market approval:
	On 13 November 2018 by Council

	Process used:
	RFP (with negotiations) 

	Closing date for responses:
	15 March 2019

	Offer validity period expiry date:
	20 December 2019

	Pre-market approval adhered to? 
	Yes



Summary of responses

63.
Part A Infringement Issuing:

	Name
	Registered address,

ABN and ACN
	Non-price score [out of 100]
	Comparative price* (excl. GST)** [after any negotiations]
	Value for money (VFM) Index***

	Recommended offer

	Sarb Management Group Pty Ltd as trustee for the Sarb Enterprises Hybrid Trust trading as Database Consultants Australia (DCA)^
	Level 5, 355 Spencer Street West Melbourne VIC 3003

ABN: 28 548 551 396  

ACN: 106 549 722
	71.5
	$3,717,841
	19.23

	Offer shortlisted in second round not recommended

	Secure Parking Pty Ltd (Secure Parking)
	Level 13, 100 Miller Street

North Sydney NSW 2000
ABN: 31 669 236 037 
ACN: 108 043 689
	63.5
	$6,811,299
	9.3

	Offer shortlisted in first round not recommended 

	Reino International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solutions Australia (Duncan)


	15/39 Herbert Street

Leonards NSW 2065

ABN: 75 079 147 201

ACN: 079 147 201
	51.5
	Tendered price and VFM not applicable as tenderer did not meet minimum non‑price quality requirements for all criteria

	Offer not recommended

	Cellopark Australia Pty Ltd (Cellopark)
	Suite 2204, Level 22 Tower 1 Westfield Shopping Plaza

520 Oxford Street 

Bondi Junction NSW 2022
ABN: 63 130 676 149

ACN: 130 676 149
	24
	Tendered price and VFM not applicable as tenderers not shortlisted as they did not meet minimum non‑price quality requirements for initial shortlisting criteria



Part B Infringement Processing: 

	
Name
	Registered address,

ABN and ACN
	Non-price score [out of 100]
	Comparative price* (excl. GST)** [after any negotiations]
	Value for money (VFM) Index***

	Recommended offer

	DCA^
	Level 5, 355 Spencer Street West Melbourne VIC 3003

ABN: 28 548 551 396  

ACN: 106 549 722
	66.5
	$46,637,802
	14.3



	Shortlisted offer not recommended

	Secure Parking
	Level 13, 100 Miller Street North Sydney NSW 2000

ABN: 31 669 236 037

ACN: 108 043 689
	51.5
	 Tendered price and VFM not applicable as tenderer was assessed to be an unacceptable risk to Council

	Offer not recommended

	Smart Comm (Aust) Pty Ltd (Smart Comm)
	3/60 Enterprise Place

Tingalpa QLD 4173

ABN: 14 361 637 909

ACN: N/A
	10
	Tendered price and VFM not applicable as tenderers not shortlisted as they did not meet minimum non‑price quality requirements for initial shortlisting criteria


*
The estimated whole-of-life cost is based on lump sum for project implementation, a schedule of rates for the subscription to the solution and volume-based managed services fees. Increases for indexed price review are excluded.

**
Note: All monetary figures in this submission are exclusive of GST.

*** 
VFM Index was calculated as non-price score divided by comparative price.

^ 
The incumbent for Part A, Infringement Issuing is DCA. The incumbent for Part B, Infringement Processing is Tenix. In November 2018, DCA acquired ownership of Tenix.


Evaluation of responses

64.
Evaluation criteria:

(a)
Mandatory/essential criteria: 

-
solution security capability must be considered to be acceptable within Council’s Corporate Risk Framework

-
Technical Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS) and banking requirements outlined in the RFP specifications.


(b)
Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:

	

Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting

(%)

	Solution and service delivery
	40

	Capability and implementation
	25

	Solution security
	15

	Experience and track record
	10

	Legal and commercial factors
	10

	Total:
	100



(c)
Price model: 

The estimated whole-of-life cost, based on lump sum for project implementation and a schedule of rates for the subscription to the solution and service, was used in the determination of the value for money (VFM) index.

65.
Addenda issued:

Five addenda were issued before the close of tenders to clarify tenderer queries. 

A market briefing was held via teleconference to all registered tenderers under the RFP. A voice recording of the teleconference presentation and the presentation used for the briefing was released as Addendum No.1 to the RFP. 

All responses were evaluated against the non-price weighted criteria and scored accordingly.

66.
Submissions not considered further as lodged late:

None

67.
Submissions not considered further as incomplete/non-conforming:

None

68.
Submissions not considered due to failing a mandatory criterion:

None

69.
Initial evaluation:

An initial screening of all responses was undertaken to confirm compliance with the mandatory criteria and verify that all responses were complete and conforming. 

Council invited part offers under the RFP with a preference for a single integrated solution. For Part A, two whole offers and two part offers were received. For Part B, one part offer was received. 

All responses were assessed as being compliant and were then made available to the evaluation team for review and scoring on select criteria. The evaluation team evaluated each response on the select non-price criteria with clarifications being sought from the respective tenderers as required.

70.
Shortlisting and additional stages:

(a)
Initial shortlist:

The evaluation team conducted its initial shortlisting based on the select non price criterion of solution and service delivery, track record and experience. 

DCA, Duncan and Secure Parking were shortlisted for Part A, assessed as having reasonable competency to meet the technical and service requirements and acceptable, or better, relevant experience.

Cellopark was assessed as having limited competency to meet the technical and service requirements, less than acceptable confidence in overall integration capabilities and lacking specific relatable experience to meet Council’s requirements for Part A. Cellopark was not recommended for shortlisting and was set aside until successful completion of demonstration and trial phases with shortlisted suppliers.

DCA and Secure Parking were shortlisted for Part B. DCA was assessed as having strong competency to meet the technical and service requirements, and strong demonstrated experience in similar implementation and service delivery requirements. 

Secure Parking was assessed as having limited competency to meet the technical and service requirements and limited examples of relevant similar experience. As there were only two whole offers submitted under the RFP, Secure Parking was shortlisted to fully assess the potential value of a whole offer against all criteria.

Smart Comm’s response was a part offer for Part B to provide printing and mailing correspondence services. It was determined that a full solution could not be achieved through potential combination with any other offers and the response was not shortlisted. 

(b)
Second shortlist:

All shortlisted tenderers were invited to present and demonstrate their respective solutions. After completion of the demonstrations and full assessment of the non‑price criteria, Duncan was assessed as not meeting the minimum quality requirements and was set aside pending full evaluation of the remaining offers. Duncan’s demonstration and full evaluation revealed a poor customer facing portal and a solution that required significant development to meet high criticality requirements. 

Secure Parking’s demonstration was strong and increased the evaluation team’s confidence in its ability to meet the requirements for Part B. DCA’s offer was assessed as fair to strong in most criteria and it continued to rank first in Part A and Part B. Secure Parking and DCA were both shortlisted to proceed further.

(c)
Third shortlist:

To fully understand the technical proposals and validate claims, both remaining tenderers were invited for technical discussions. Council also undertook a seven-day trial of each tenderer’s solution. At this stage, detailed implementation and technical documents were requested, contact centre site visits were held, further solution security due diligence was conducted and reference checks were performed. All criteria were  rescored and moderated after these activities.

DCA’s trial demonstrated proposed new enhancements to Council’s existing systems to achieve real-time integration, real-time payment for customers, upgrades to the customer portal and optional improvements in system efficiencies for Council’s enforcement staff. Council was satisfied with the technical documentation and proposed implementation plan. The site visit confirmed an established, mature and high-quality customer facing service.

Secure Parking’s trial demonstrated a truly integrated solution but raised significant concerns and risks about the tenderer’s capability to support infringement lifecycle process requirements. The outcome of technical due diligence against Secure Parking’s response for implementation and solution build elements was not satisfactory. Documentation provided by the tenderer was assessed as technically incorrect and contradictory to their previous claims. It was determined that the risk of technical failure in the implementation, ongoing delivery and support of the IT solution was high, leading to a significant reduction in Secure Parking’s score on the capability and implementation criterion for Part B. 

In addition, referee checks identified that there are currently no existing external customers for the Part B services. A site visit revealed that Secure Parking’s current contact centre is based in Manila and a new contact centre would need to be established in Brisbane, if successful. Council endeavoured to validate the volume of Secure Parking’s internal business and determined their lack of track record and experience for Part B to be high risk.

Council undertook a detailed risk assessment of the Secure Parking offer and found five high risks related to the solution implementation and ongoing service delivery. This would require an additional estimated $1.048 million in internal costs for Council, to reduce the risks down to a medium+ rating. These internal risk mitigation costs include specialist resources to support Secure Parking with data migration, solution architecture and contact centre operations. These costs are not included in the VFM calculation and present additional consequential risk to Council if it is required to internalise these functions. After thorough consultation, it was determined that the risks presented in Secure Parking’s proposal for Part B were unacceptable to Council. On this basis, Secure Parking’s response was set aside pending the full outcome of negotiations with DCA.

71.
Summarise any clarification/modification/negotiation of tenders undertaken:

The evaluation team engaged with each of the tenderers to ensure that each response was evaluated fully on its merits and all commercial, contractual and technical requirements were clarified and captured effectively.

Significant clarifications and technical due diligence were conducted on tenderers in the second shortlist to manage any variable costs associated with each tenderers’ solution and understand the internal cost impacts to deliver each proposal. Written negotiations on select topics were conducted with tenderers at this stage to fully understand the opportunities associated with each tender.

Full negotiations were conducted with DCA after the third shortlist. An external legal resource was allocated to the project and led contractual negotiations using information provided by the evaluation team.


Objectivity and probity

72.
Was a probity auditor used?


Yes

The probity auditor has confirmed in writing that they have no unresolved probity issues to report. The probity advisor will submit a full written probity report to Council on completion of the procurement after debriefs have been held with unsuccessful participants.


Recommended tenderer/s (most advantageous outcome for Council)

73.
Most advantageous:

The recommended tenderer is DCA for the following reasons: 

-
it achieved the highest non-price score against Council’s specifications

-
it achieved the highest VFM over the projected contract term

-
it has a significant track record and experience profile for these services

-
it achieved the highest solution security score and presents the most mature security posture across all tenders

-
it has committed to establishing a local Brisbane office with product consultants to provide onsite system troubleshooting and training. The solution and managed services will be primarily provided out of the tenderer’s Melbourne facilities

-
it upgrades and enhances the existing solution to improve customer service and Council enforcement activities

-
it upgrades the existing infringement processing system from a Citrix-based platform to a web based platform to improve user experience and address current system issues

-
Council transition-out costs to exit the existing contracts are less by remaining with the incumbent supplier. Internal transition-out costs are estimated at $748,720 and were not calculated as part of the whole-of-life costs used to calculate the VFM.

74.
Tenderers not recommended:

The Secure Parking response was considered a viable alternative to the DCA solution for Part A. The Secure Parking response for Part B was determined to present unacceptable business risk to Council. Secure Parking is not recommended for the following reasons:

-
it achieved the second highest non-price score for all parts

-
it achieved the second highest VFM for Part A

-
it achieved a marginal score for solution security

-
it has poor track record and experience for Part B

-
it requires solution development to support the infringement lifecycle process requirements

-
it presents an unacceptable high risk to Council in capability and capacity to successfully implement the IT system and to establish a new contact centre within the required timeframes

-
it presents an unacceptable high risk to Council in capability and capacity to deliver the required quality and complexity of Council services.


The Duncan response is not recommended for the following reasons:

-
it achieved the second lowest non-price score for all shortlisted responses on Part A

-
its proposal cannot be combined with Part B offers to form an acceptable whole solution

-
demonstration revealed that significant development is required for the solution to deliver the required functionality.

The Cellopark response is not recommended for the following reasons:

-
it achieved the lowest non-price score of all shortlisted responses for Part A

-
its proposal cannot be combined with Part B offers to form an acceptable whole solution

-
product functionality and service did not meet the minimum quality requirements for the solution and service delivery criterion.

The Smart Comm response is not recommended for the following reasons:

-
it tendered for a limited portion of the Part B requirements

-
it did not achieve the minimum quality requirements for the solution and service delivery criterion

-
its proposal cannot be combined with any part offers to form an acceptable whole solution.

75.
Environmental management, quality assurance, access and equity, zero harm and support for local suppliers, locally produced and Australian products:

Consideration has been given to local contribution and support of Council’s sustainable procurement objectives. The recommended solution was developed in Australia and will be supported by a local Brisbane office to provide account and technical support for ongoing delivery. The following items have been agreed in the proposed contract to ensure that Council’s values are maintained post contract award:

-
obligations for the supplier to operate in accordance with Council’s corporate values including Council’s customer services focus, zero harm policy and employee code of conduct

-
service level metrics aligned to Council’s contact centre quality standards

-
user accessibility requirements

-
obligation to maintain a Brisbane-based office

-
obligation to use local Brisbane-based subcontractors for delivery of mail sorting, printing and solicitor services.

76.
Risks associated with this contract (including mitigation strategies):

	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Comments/other risk mitigation strategies

	Web-based upgrade is not delivered in an acceptable timeframe. Council does not realise the full benefits proposed and expected from a modern solution.
	Low 
	A detailed project plan and clear acceptance criteria have been agreed with enforceable delivery dates and liquidated damages for delay. 




77.
Is this contract listed as a critical contract requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No


Contract proposed

78.


	Type of procurement:
	Establishing a CPA in the form of Preferred Supplier Arrangement.

	If establishing a new CPA, how will it be operated?
	The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, will be authorised to sign and manage the contract on Council’s behalf.

The Chief Executive Officer (through the Stores Board) will be authorised to exercise any optional extensions.

	Contract standard to be used:
	A bespoke contract has been developed in consultation with City Legal, CAG, and an external legal counsel. 

	Amendments to the contract standards?
	Nil



	Has the proposed contractor(s) signed the contract to formalise their offer?
	Yes

	Execution date of contract:
	13 December 2019, with a commencement date of 6 January 2020.

	Term/period of contract:
	An initial term of five years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to five years, for a maximum term of 10 years.

	Price basis:
	Lump sum for implementation and a schedule of rates for ongoing solution and managed service fees.

	Variation for rise and fall in cost:
	Prices will be adjusted by Consumer Price Index on each anniversary of the commencement date but will be limited to the relevant indexes applied to 70% of the schedule of rates (i.e. a 30% fixed component). 

	Provisional sums?
	Not applicable

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable

	Defects liability period/warranty period?
	Warranty of the solution is included in the subscription fees for the length of the contract. 

	Liquidated damages:
	Pre-estimated liquidated damages have been calculated and will be applicable at the rate of $3,377.43 per day to predetermined implementation milestones.

	Does this proposed contract involve leasing? 
	No

	Software component?
	Yes, Part A is delivered under a software as a service model. Licences are per device and maintained via subscription fees on a per user basis. Part B is delivered as a managed hosted service and will be upgraded to a full software as a service model during implementation. Enterprise licencing for Part B is included in the managed service fees.

	Contract preparation:
	Partner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth



Funding

79.
Estimated expenditure under this CPA:

The estimated total expenditure under this CPA is $55,600,000 over the potential maximum 10-year term. This includes: 

-
an estimated lump sum amount of [Commercial-in-Confidence] for implementation 

-
a contingency of [Commercial-in-Confidence] which equals [Commercial-in-Confidence] of the initial implementation

-
an estimated [Commercial-in-Confidence] per annum for post-implementation annual managed services and subscription fees over a total potential 8.5 years 


-
an estimated [Commercial-in-Confidence] per annum for infringement paper rolls

-
an allowance of [Commercial-in-Confidence] which equals [Commercial-in-Confidence] of the estimated contract value to accommodate variations in the volume of Council’s enforcement activities and technology evolution

-
optional solution functionality and professional services under a schedule of rates.

The optional items will be subject to individual business case review, appropriate delegations of authority and budget availability at the time.

The estimated expenditure is subject to price review mechanisms in accordance with paragraph 78 (variation for rise and fall in contract) above.

80.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this CPA/contract? 

No, sufficient approved budget is only available in the current and forward year budgets to 2022-23. Approval of this recommendation will commit Council to budget funding for the contract commitment in 2023-24 and 2024-25.

The minimum commitment for the initial term of five years will be a lump sum amount of [Commercial-in-Confidence] for the 18-month implementation period and [Commercial-in-Confidence] for ongoing delivery.

81.
Procurement saving against pre-market estimate (if any):

Overall price reduction has been achieved through the tender process. During negotiations, the following was negotiated representing additional value to Council in excess of $4,000,000:

-
transition of existing systems to a web-based solution within 18 months of contract execution

-
a 30% fixed component in all future price reviews

-
annual refresher training for Council users at no additional cost

-
tiered, volume-based infringement processing unit rates

-
establishment of a local office to provide training, systems troubleshooting and support

-
scalable infringement issuing license model.

82.
Program budget line item:

Project funding:

Program:
Program 2 – Infrastructure for Brisbane

Outcome:
2.2 Parking Management 

Strategy:
2.2.1 Enhancing Parking Management

Service:

2.2.1.1 Enhancing Parking Management 

Projects:

Parking Management Solutions

	Projects
	2019-20

($000)
	2020-21

($000)
	2021-22

($000)
	2022-23

($000)

	Capital
	616
	9,677
	1,329
	1,328

	Expenses
	12,932
	15,996
	3,650
	3,736

	Revenue
	-
	-
	-
	-



Operational Funding: 

Program:
Program 2 – Infrastructure for Brisbane

Outcome:
2.1 Roads and Transport Network Management 

Strategy:
2.1.4 Manage the Transport Network

Service:

2.1.4.1 Manage the Network 

Operating:
Manage the Network

	Operating
	2019-20

($000)
	2020-21

($000)
	2021-22

($000)
	2022-23

($000)

	Capital
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Expenses
	57,350
	58,039
	59,497
	61,574

	Revenue
	148,580
	52,089
	53,320
	55,527


Service 2.1.4.1 is the primary contributor of operational funding for this system. However costs are on‑charged to the relevant business areas depending on the nature of the infringement (for example, for pets, littering, building, environment).

83.
Breakdown of budget spent to date:


	Budget for financial year 

($000)
	Amount of budget for financial year spent or committed to date

($000)
	Amount of budget for financial year remaining

($000)

	2019-20
	12,350
	2,777
	9,573


84.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

85.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING. 

(1)
ESTABLISHING A CORPORATE PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENT (CPA) IN THE FORM OF A PREFERRED SUPPLIER ARRANGEMENT WITH SARB MANAGEMENT GROUP PTY LTD AS TRUSTEE FOR THE SARB ENTERPRISES HYBRID TRUST TRADING AS DATABASE CONSULTANTS AUSTRALIA, FOR THE PROVISION OF AN INFRINGEMENT PROCESSING AND ISSUING SOLUTION, ON A LUMP SUM BASIS FOR IMPLEMENTATION AND SCHEDULE OF RATES PRICE BASIS FOR ONGOING MANAGED SERVICES AND SUBSCRIPTION.  

(2)
THE CPA WILL BE FOR AN INITIAL TERM OF FIVE YEARS, WITH OPTIONS TO EXTEND FOR ADDITIONAL PERIODS OF UP TO FIVE YEARS, FOR A MAXIMUM TERM OF 10 YEARS.

(3)
THE OPTIONAL ADDITIONAL PERIODS IN THE CPA MAY BE EXERCISED FOLLOWING APPROVAL FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (THROUGH THE STORES BOARD).

(4)
THE DIVISIONAL MANAGER, BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE, IS AUTHORISED TO SIGN AND MANAGE THE CPA ON COUNCIL’S BEHALF.

ADOPTED

F
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL, LIGHTING AND ROAD FURNITURE
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86.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

87.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 12 November 2019.

88.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.

89.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].


Purpose

90.
The Stores Board recommends approval of the Significant Contracting Plan to establish a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for Traffic Signal, Lighting and Road Furniture. The CPA will be for an initial term of three years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years. The estimated expenditure is $21.7 million over the potential seven‑year term.


Background/business case

91.
Council is responsible for a large network of roads, bike paths and footpaths. Efficient and safe operation, upgrade and maintenance of the network requires a variety of associated items such as traffic signals, cable pits and lids, light poles, mast arms, guardrails and safety barriers.

92.
Council’s requirements are primarily met through three CPAs in the form of Panel Arrangements, all of which are due to expire on 31 May 2020. These CPAs are summarised in paragraph 95. Currently, there is no arrangement in place for road guardrails and safety barriers.

93.
The proposed tendering activity will seek to establish a new CPA encompassing all three existing CPAs and include the supply and installation of guardrails and safety barriers. The categories under the new CPA will be as follows.

-
Category 1 – Traffic Signal Hardware – includes the supply of lanterns, terminals, pedestrian push button assemblies and countdown timers.

-
Category 2 – Traffic Signal and Lighting Furniture – consisting of: 

-
Subcategory 1 – includes the supply of poles, posts, footings and mast arms

-
Subcategory 2 – includes the supply of pits, covers and lids. 

-
Category 3 – Road Corridor Furniture – includes the supply and installation of road corridor traffic control furniture including guardrail, bollards and wire rope safety barrier.

94.
Across the above three categories, the spend for 2018-19 totalled $3.1 million per annum, allocated as follows:

-
Traffic Signal Hardware (510227) – $707,432 per annum 

-
Traffic Signal Components (510228) – $1,134,844 per annum 

-
Stainless Steel Light Poles and Footings (531805) – $612,000 per annum 

-
Road Barriers and Guardrail (no CPA currently in place) – $667,695 per annum.


Policy and other considerations

95.
Is there an existing CPA/contract for these goods/services/works?

Yes, Council currently has the following CPAs in place.

-
CPA 510277 – Traffic Signal Hardware (Panel Arrangement) was established on a schedule of rates basis, for an initial term of three years, with the option to extend for an additional period of up to two years. The panel has three members and is due to expire on 31 May 2020.

-
CPA 510228 – Traffic Signal Components (Panel Arrangement) was established on a schedule of rates and quote basis, for an initial term of three years with the option to extend for an additional period of up to two years. The panel has two suppliers across three sub categories and is due to expire on 31 May 2020.

-
CPA 531805 – Supply and Delivery of Stainless Steel Light Poles and Footings (Preferred Supplier Arrangement) was established on a schedule of rates and lump sum basis, for a term of 16 months. The CPA is due to expire on 31 May 2020 and was aligned to expire with the two previously mentioned CPAs.

No arrangement exists for road guardrails and safety barriers. These items are currently procured on an ad-hoc basis using Council’s standard procurement procedures.

96.
Could Council businesses provide the services/works?

No, these materials and services are supplied by specialist manufactures or contractors.

97.
Are there policy, or other issues, that the delegate should be aware of?

No

98.
Have the following issues been considered in the development of the specifications and evaluation criteria: Environmental sustainability, Access and Equity, Zero Harm, Quality Assurance (QA) and support for locally produced and Australian products? 

Yes, tenderers’ quality, safety and environmental systems and practices will be evaluated. While some of the products will be part of a global supply chain, an emphasis will be placed on local re-sellers and suppliers. Using materials such as steel and galvanising to Australian standards where reasonable and maximising local assembly in Brisbane or South East Queensland (SEQ).

99.
Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?

No

100.
Does this proposed contract involve leasing?

No

Market analysis

101.
Research indicates that the Australian traffic signal hardware and lighting furniture market is made up of more than 25 suppliers which both import componentry and manufacture and assemble in Australia. Less than five of these supplier’s manufacture/assemble locally in SEQ. All have international business or ownership connections for componentry for providing the equipment and technology backup for Council, the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Energex product specifications.

102.
Council’s required volumes are approximately 10% of TMRs’ demand. Other local councils tend to use TMR specifications for ease of purchase and maintenance.

103.
Competition from various suppliers should positively impact Council’s ability to secure competitive pricing and services initially. However, the market is aware that the demand for maintenance of sites is greater than the demand for new sites which drives the demand for compatibility with existing equipment.

104.
The market also drives differentiation through innovations and new technology. Australian road authorities, including TMR and Council, focus on obtaining the best whole-of-life cost by requiring new items to be subject to long-term trials in the field.

105.
As Brisbane is primarily urban, with lower speed ranges, Council drafted specifications and Brisbane Standard Drawings (BSDs) are applied where appropriate. TMR and Energex specifications are applied where appropriate such as on major roads.

106.
Cost drivers are primarily metal and componentry from overseas – steel/aluminium 55%, labour 20% and other 25% (electrical and non-electrical components), subject to exchange rate variations.  

107.
Suppliers used previously for guardrail installation include Ontime Guardail Pty Ltd and Austrail Civil Pty Ltd, which ceased trading in 2016. Research shows there are several additional potential local tenderers such as A1 Highways, Ingal Civil Products and Evolution Civil.


Procurement strategy and activity plan

108.


	Procurement objective:
	To procure traffic signal, lighting and road furniture in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.

The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post-market submission.

	Title of contract:
	Traffic Signal, Lighting and Road Furniture 

	Type of procurement: 
	Establishing a CPA in the form of a panel and/or preferred supplier arrangement for the following categories:

-
Category 1 – Traffic Signal Hardware

-
Category 2 – Traffic Signal and Lighting Furniture

-
Category 3 – Road Corridor Furniture.

	Process to be used:
	Request for Proposal (RFP) 

	RFP standard to be used (and any amendments to the standard):
	Council’s standard RFP with no amendments.



	Advertising/sole or select sourcing:
	The RFP will be publicly advertised via Council’s supplier portal.



	How RFP is to be distributed and submitted:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	How tenders/proposals are to be lodged:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	Part offers:
	Suppliers can tender for any one, several or all categories. An offer for part of a category may be considered.

	Joint offers:
	Joint offers may be considered.

	Contract standard to be used (and any amendments):
	Council standard goods/services contract. A clause has been included to allow other products to be included in the CPA where these are made available by contractors during the term of the arrangement. This will allow flexibility to include any innovative products to be added during the seven‑year potential term of the arrangement. The contract includes additional intellectual property clauses to control the use of specific Council designs by the suppliers. The contract standard also includes a refresh provision that allows Council to add further panel participants. This provides Council with flexibility to accommodate any changes in the market.     

	Period/term of contract: 
	An initial term of three years, with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years.

	Insurance requirements:
	Workers’ Compensation insurance as per legislated requirements.

Public and product liability insurance of $20 million.

	Price basis:
	Categories 1 and 2 will include a schedule of rates. Quotes will be sought for more complex items.

Category 3 will include sample schemes for tenderers to price which will be used in the value for money (VFM) calculation. However, no prices will be included in the CPA. This is due to sites varying due to factors such as ground conditions, length of guardrail, road features such as roundabouts and topography. To drive value for money, quotes will be sought from panel members as jobs arise.

	Price adjustment:
	Prices are expected to be fixed for the first year of the CPA, subject to negotiations, and advised in the post-market submission.

	Liquidated damages:
	No liquidated damages apply but Council’s right to claim general law damages is preserved. 

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable

	Defects liability period/warranty period:
	Warranty for goods supplied under Category 1 and Category 2 will be for a five-year period unless otherwise agreed. The defects liability period for services provided under Category 3 will be for a one-year period unless otherwise agreed.

	Other strategy elements: 
	Poles, posts, their footings, mast arms, fixtures, cable pits and lids (covers) are known to be manufactured in Australia or using Australian materials. To support Australian and local suppliers, local benefits has been included in the non-price weighted evaluation criteria with a weighting of 30% for Categories 1 and 2, and 20% for Category 3. 

	Alternative strategies considered:
	Categories 1 and 2 pricing to be on a site by site quote basis, however, this strategy was considered to be resource intensive to Council and suppliers. 

It was considered for Category 3 to use an existing electrical works memorandum of understanding with TMR’s RoadTek. However, concerns were raised that this service may be subject to RoadTek’s availability and not Council’s program for supply and installation of guardrail.



Anticipated schedule

109.
Pre-market approval:

3 December 2019

Date of release to market:

11 December 2019

Tender closing:


31 January 2020

Evaluation completion:

24 February 2020

Contract prepared:

27 March 2020

Post-market approval:

19 May 2020

Contract commencement:

1 June 2020


Budget

110.
Estimated total expenditure under this CPA/contract (including any options):

Estimated total expenditure over the potential maximum seven-year term of the CPA is $21.7 million.

111.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this CPA/contract? 

Establishing the CPA will not commit Council to any purchases. Funding is only required when an appropriately delegated Council officer approves a purchase under the CPA. Funding is available in Council’s current and forward financial year approved budgets.

112.
Anticipated procurement savings (if any):

To be established and reported in the post-market submission.


Procurement risk

113.
Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:

	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy

	Price fluctuation
	Low
	-
Prices are fixed for the first year

-
CPA to include a price rise/fall methodology

	Low service quality and/or poor performance
	Low
	-
Initial evaluations will review the previous experience and quality certifications and systems of tenderers

-
Specifications will detail the standards required

-
Establishment of a panel will provide multiple supply options

	Limited supply
	Low
	-
Known suppliers will be contacted


114.
Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No


Tender evaluation

115.
Evaluation criteria: 

(a)
Mandatory/essential criteria:

-
has an ABN

-
is registered for GST

-
has the minimum insurance cover as specified in the RFP (including certificates of currency), or is committed to obtain these if awarded the contract.


(b)
Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:

	
Category 1 – Traffic Signal Hardware and 

Category 2 – Traffic Signal and Lighting Furniture

	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting (%)

	Track record/experience and capacity
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Local benefit
	30

	Safety, quality and environmental systems
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Commercial, financial stability and value‑adds
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Material warranty
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100


	
Category 3 – Road Furniture

	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting (%)

	Track record/experience and capacity (including machinery and key personnel)
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Local benefit
	20

	Safety, quality and environmental systems
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Commercial, financial stability and value‑adds
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Material warranty
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100



(c)
Price model:

Categories 1 and 2 will be evaluated using a basket of goods based on the tendered schedule of rates. Category 3 will be evaluated using sample schemes priced by tenderers.

116.
Evaluation methodology:

(a)
Shortlisting process:

An initial shortlist will be based on the non-price weighted score. At any time during the evaluation, a submission may be excluded from further evaluation or a shortlist where:

-
a score against any criteria (regardless of the weighting) is so low that the proposal is considered to be high risk or not advantageous for Council 

-
the submission/tenderer is considered to be high risk or not advantageous for Council, regardless of the criteria stated in the tender documents.

A submission(s) may be included on any shortlist where the evaluation team considers that, despite scoring, there are strong, documented commercial reasons for further considering the submission.

(b)
VFM method:

Responses will be evaluated using Council’s standard VFM methodology. This is the non‑price score divided by price to create a VFM index.

117.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

118.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATE PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENT (CPA) FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL, LIGHTING AND ROAD FURNITURE. THE CPA WILL BE FOR AN INITIAL TERM OF THREE YEARS, WITH OPTIONS TO EXTEND FOR ADDITIONAL PERIODS OF UP TO FOUR YEARS, FOR A MAXIMUM TERM OF SEVEN YEARS. THE ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE IS $21.7 MILLION OVER THE POTENTIAL SEVEN-YEAR TERM.


ADOPTED

G
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR TYRES AND RETREADING


165/830/179/695
421/2019-20

119.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

120.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 12 November 2019.

121.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.


Purpose

122.
The Stores Board recommends approval of the Significant Contracting Plan to use the Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) Local Buy Arrangement BUS276 for Tyres and Retreading, for a term of up to four years and one month, commencing on 1 August 2020. The estimated expenditure over the potential maximum four-year and one-month period of the arrangement is $12 million.

123.
The approval to enter into contracts under Local Buy Arrangement BUS276 will be in accordance with Exemption 4 of Schedule A of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20, which allows for exemption from the quoting and tendering requirement as it is a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.


Background/business case

124.
Council’s current Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for the supply of tyres and retreading is in the form of a Preferred Supplier Arrangement with Tyres4U. The CPA commenced on 31 July 2015 and is due to expire on 31 July 2020.

125.
The services under the contracts broadly include:

-
supply of bus tyres and retreads

-
supply and fitment of truck and plant tyres and retreads

-
supply and fitment of passenger and light commercial vehicle tyres

-
wheel alignment, balancing and puncture repair services 

-
24/7 breakdown assistance call out for tyres 

-
tyre disposal

-
tyre reporting on tyre life, stock location, wear analysis, volume of scrapped casings and delivery statistics.

126.
An opportunity has been identified for Council to use the Local Buy contract for the supply of tyres and retreading.

127.
Local Buy invited tenders in August 2019 for the supply of tyres (including retreading). Tenderers were required to submit pricing schedules as well as addressing detailed specifications. A probity advisor oversaw the tender process.

128.
The tyres tender resulted in the qualification of six Brisbane-based suppliers, with the associated Local Buy contract commencing on 1 October 2019 for a three-year period with a two-year extension period. The specifications circulated with the Local Buy tender, and the contract (including the participating agency clause), have been fully reviewed by Strategic Procurement Office (SPO), Organisational Services (OS) and judged to sufficiently replicate the proposed specifications and contract terms that would be used in the event of Council going to market.

129.
Bus tyres were not included in the specifications for the tender released by Local Buy, however, its supplier contracts include a provision for additional products to be included in Local Buy’s Request for Quote (RFQ) process. Bus tyres would be included on this basis. Council’s current provider for bus tyres as well alternate providers are included on the Local Buy arrangement, ensure continuity of service and competitive tension to drive value.

130.
The alternative option to Local Buy would be for Council to proceed with a full open market sourcing exercise for tyres, retreading, which would almost certainly result in tender submissions from the same proponents for tyres which have been prequalified under the Local Buy contract.


Policy and other consideration

131.
Is there an existing CPA/contract for these goods/services/works?

Yes, CPA 510291 – Tyres, Retreading and Batteries* commenced on 1 August 2015 and will expire on 31 July 2020. There are no additional optional extension periods available.

* There is a separate arrangement for the supply and fitment of batteries which was previously sourced in conjunction with the tyres and retreading tender. However, no synergies of co sourcing were realised or anticipated in the future so batteries will be sourced through a separate open market exercise.

132.
Could Council businesses provide the services/works?

No, these are goods supply contracts.

133.
Are there policy, or other issues, that the delegate should be aware of?

No

134.
Have the following issues been considered in the development of the specifications and evaluation criteria: Environmental sustainability, Access and Equity, Zero Harm, Quality Assurance (QA) and support for locally produced and Australian products?

Yes, the following have been considered.

-
Environmental sustainability: The Local Buy specification mandates supplier membership of approved and accredited organisations for the disposal and recycling of tyres and specifically precludes the sending of tyres and tubes to general landfill and illegal storage. Suppliers are further required to take all reasonable steps to consult with purchasers and support any additional environmental and recycling objectives that the purchaser may seek to achieve. 

-
Ethical sourcing: Local Buy states that suppliers must have in place responsible policies, procedures and monitoring processes that cover the sourcing and manufacture of all deliverables under the agreement. These must encompass ethical sourcing and compulsory reporting in line with the Modern Slavery Act 2018.

-
Zero Harm: Suppliers are required to meet all legislative requirements for Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) and provide evidence of their Health and Safety Management systems. 

-
QA: Local Buy details third party certification as highly desirable, however, demonstrated evidence of an internal management system may also be accepted.

-
Local Content: Council would propose that only locally based tyre suppliers would be selected for the RFQ process through Local Buy.

135.
Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?

No

136.
Does this proposed contract involve leasing?

No


Exemption applicability and rationale

137.
Exemption applicability:

	Exemption from SP103 
	Explanation, limitations, responsibilities and approvals

	A contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.
	Where value for money outcomes can be obtained, this general exemption allows engagements with another government entity or government owned entity. For example, Australian, Queensland or local government or an entity owned by the Australian, Queensland or local government.

Contracts and arrangements established by another government entity, local authority or Local Buy have been sourced by reputable entities that apply appropriate principles and probity, and can be expected to deliver reasonable value for money for Council. 


138.
Rationale for this procurement meeting exemption applicability:

Local Buy has provided Council with the full pricing schedules submitted by qualified tyre suppliers at the tender phase. Local Buy’s supplier contracts stipulate that the contracted Local Buy pricing schedules form a ceiling for responses to Council’s specific requests for pricing. A benchmarking exercise has been undertaken to ensure that the circulation of a product specific pricing schedule, including mandatory ancillary requirements, would result in the provision of competitive pricing. It is a condition of the Local Buy supplier contracts that purchasers may build in additional requirements as part of the RFQ process.

Using the Local Buy arrangement for tyres has the dual benefits of enabling Council to access prequalified suppliers and advantageous pricing structures while significantly reducing Council resourcing that would be required to undertake a commensurate sourcing process. The fact that all previously identified suppliers have achieved prequalification status under the Local Buy tender process, maintains the level of competitive tension that would be achieved if Council undertook its own open market tender process.

The Local Buy arrangement would also offer additional flexibility to Council as it includes clauses that preclude minimum order requirements and exclusivity of supply. This enables Council to continue to use their purchasing power to facilitate volume discounts from suppliers, but with the added benefit of immediate access to multiple suppliers to guarantee supply and trial different tyre products for performance benchmarking purposes.


Market analysis

139.
Significant market research has been undertaken to identify tyre suppliers with a broad distribution network in the Brisbane area, and the capacity to supply the volumes and ancillary services required by Council. The following suppliers were identified as potential proponents for a full sourcing activity:

-
Bridgestone Australia

-
Goodyear Dunlop Tyres (including Beaurepaires)

-
Mycar (formerly KTAS Kmart Tyre & Auto)

-
Tyres4U (the incumbent)

-
Michelin Tyres

-
Yokohama Tyres.

All of the suppliers identified are included on the Local Buy arrangement.


Procurement strategy and activity plan

140.


	Procurement objective:
	To procure the supply of tyres and retreading in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.

The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post-market submission.

	Title of contract:
	Tyres and Retreading

	Type of procurement: 
	Using a Local Buy arrangement

	Process to be used:
	Source quotes from suppliers on Local Buy arrangement on an as required basis subject to availability of approved budget.

	RFT/P/Q or EOI standard to be used (and any amendments to the standard):
	Council’s standard RFQ with no amendments.

	Advertising/sole or select sourcing:
	The RFQs will be circulated through the Local Buy vendor portal.

	How RFT/P/Q or EOI is to be distributed and submitted:
	Through the Local Buy vendor portal



	How tenders/proposals are to be lodged:
	Through the Local Buy vendor portal 

	Part offers:
	Not applicable

	Joint offers:
	Not applicable 

	Contract standard to be used (and any amends):
	Local Buy’s standard contract for goods and services. Has been reviewed as commensurate to Council’s equivalent standard.

	Period/term of contract: 
	Authority is sought under this approval for orders to be able to be placed under the Local Buy arrangement for the period from 1 August 2020 to 30 September 2024. This is for the period from the expiry of Council’s current CPA until the date that the Local Buy arrangement is due to expire.

Council is under no obligation to continue to use or seek any quote under the Local Buy arrangement.

	Insurance requirements:
	-
Public Liability − $20 million per event and in the aggregate.

-
Product Liability − $20 million per event and in the aggregate.

-
Workers’ compensation insurance as required under legislative requirements.

	Price basis:
	Schedule of rates

	Price adjustment:
	As per agreed rise and fall provisions in the Local Buy arrangement.

	Liquidated damages:
	Not applicable 

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable



	Defects liability period/warranty period:
	As per manufacturer warranty periods.

	Other strategy elements: 
	Nil

	Alternative strategies considered:
	Council undertaking a full open market tender to establish its own CPA. This strategy is not recommended as it is not considered to be an efficient allocation of Council resources on the basis that the Local Buy arrangement already provides this outcome on an equivalent basis.



Anticipated schedule

141.
Pre-market approval:



3 December 2019

Date of release to market:



Not applicable

Tender closing:




Not applicable

Evaluation completion:



Not applicable

Contract prepared:



Not applicable

Post-market approval:



Not applicable

Use of Local Buy arrangement commences*:
1 August 2020

* Order placement under the Local Buy arrangement can commence.


Budget

142.
Estimated total expenditure under this arrangement (including any options):

The estimated expenditure over the potential maximum four-year and one-month period of the arrangement is $12 million.

143.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this CPA/contract? 

Establishing the authority to place orders under the Local Buy arrangement will not commit Council to any purchases. Funding is only required when an appropriately delegated Council officer approves placing an order under the Local Buy arrangement. Funding is available in Council’s current and forward financial year approved budgets.

144.
Anticipated procurement savings (if any):

To be established and reported in post-market submissions.


Procurement risk

145.
Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:

	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy
	Risk allocation

	Local Buy arrangement for tyres may not result in the same level of response as an open tender
	Medium
	All previously identified suppliers are confirmed as being on the Local Buy panel, engage with suppliers prior to distributing RFQs to ensure they are aware of Council’s sourcing strategy. Enlist the assistance of Local Buy procurement staff to ensure a full response.
	Council

	Supply/delivery/quality issues from single supplier
	Medium 
	Use Local Buy portal for tyres in order to guarantee access to multiple suppliers.
	Council

	Using the Local Buy arrangement would require changes to the existing purchasing process
	Medium
	It has been confirmed with Local Buy that there is no requirement to implement additional steps in the purchasing process, purchasing would be conducted through SAP in the same manner it is currently.
	Council

	Suppliers will load the Local Buy fee into Council pricing making it less competitive
	Low
	Local Buy has provided full transparency of their tender pricing, in order that it can be benchmarked against both Council’s current pricing and Council specific pricing submitted by suppliers. This benchmarking will ensure the competitiveness of pricing.
	Council


146.
Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No


Tender evaluation

147.
Evaluation Team/Specialist Advisors to the Evaluation Team:

Not applicable

148.
Evaluation criteria: 

Not applicable, assessment of suppliers on the Local Buy arrangement will be ongoing.

149.
Evaluation methodology:

Suppliers will be requested to quote on all current tyre products and anticipated volumes, ancillary services and mandatory requirements (tread and pressure reporting, 24/7 service, delivery timelines).

Considerations will be on whether to purchase all tyres from one supplier with other suppliers providing contingency and options for alternate products or to regularly purchase from more than one supplier.

Updated quotes will be requested throughout the term of the Local Buy Arrangement in order to ensure that purchasing remains cost effective.

150.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

151.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACT PLAN TO USE THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF QUEENSLAND LOCAL BUY ARRANGEMENT BUS276 FOR TYRES AND RETREADING, FOR A TERM OF UP TO FOUR YEARS AND ONE MONTH COMMENCING ON 1 AUGUST 2020. THE ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE OVER THE POTENTIAL MAXIMUM FOUR‑YEAR AND ONE-MONTH PERIOD OF THE ARRANGEMENT IS $12 MILLION.

THE APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO CONTRACTS UNDER THE LOCAL BUY ARRANGEMENT BUS276 WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXEMPTION 4 OF SCHEDULE A OF COUNCIL’S SP103 PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PLAN 2019-20, WHICH ALLOWS FOR EXEMPTION FROM THE QUOTING AND TENDERING REQUIREMENT AS IT IS A CONTRACT MADE WITH, OR A PURCHASE FROM A CONTRACT MADE BY, ANOTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITY, GOVERNMENT OWNED ENTITY OR LOCAL BUY.

ADOPTED

H
LEASE ARRANGEMENT FOR THE CAROLE PARK SWIM CENTRE


112/445/302/97
422/2019-20

152.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the information below.

153.
The Carole Park Swim Centre (the swim centre) is owned by the State of Queensland (represented by the Department of Education) and is located at the corner of Boundary Road and Waterford Road, Wacol. The swim centre has a 25-metre outdoor pool, two wading pools and a kiosk.

154.
Since 1996, Council has had numerous short-term tenure arrangements with the Department of Education for the swim centre. Under these arrangements, Council has been able to operate the swim centre via a remote operational model, granting short-term licences to pool operators to have the swim centre open to the public for fun, fitness and recreation. The family-friendly swim centre has become an integral community hub for the local area, offering learn to swim and group fitness classes, including aqua aerobics and aqua yoga.

155.
Council currently has an annual licence agreement with Australian Crawl (Goodna) Pty Ltd to operate the swim centre. The licence commenced on 1 July 2019 with an expiry date of 30 June 2020 (the term of which may be varied in writing by the parties).

156.
While the remote operational model provides a community benefit, the short-term duration of a one‑year licence makes it less attractive as a commercial proposition for pool operators. To offset this, Council has provided a subsidy of $50,000 per annum to pool operators.

157.
Council’s current operational cost for this swim centre is approximately $147,600 per annum, which includes Council’s responsibility for the cost of water purification chemicals, energy, compliance maintenance, minor maintenance and the annual subsidy payable to the pool operator. The Department of Education is responsible for the cost of water, major maintenance, and replacement of assets that are beyond the end of their useful life.

158.
Council proposes to enter into a formal lease with the Department of Education, with the lease terms to include a nominal rent, and retaining the current respective responsibilities of Council and the Department of Education. This will allow Council to go to market and offer a long-term sub-lease to a pool operator. A sub-lease will enable an operator to increase the programming and other offerings, which will drive an increase in customers and revenue. This will also enable an operator to take on more of the operational costs of the swim centre, thereby reducing the annual subsidy paid by Council to the operator.

159.
Australian Crawl (Goodna) Pty Ltd will continue to operate the swim centre under the current licence until such time as Council completes the procurement process for a new sub-lease.

160.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

161.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO A LONG-TERM LEASE ARRANGEMENT AT THE CAROLE PARK SWIM CENTRE
As:

(i)
the Carole Park Swim Centre, located at the corner Boundary Road and Waterford Road, Wacol (with real property description Lot 521 on Crown Plan SL7072, title reference 50307457) is owned by the State of Queensland (represented by the Department of Education)

(ii)
Council currently manages and operates, through a sub-lease, the Carole Park Swim Centre as one of 22 public swimming pools

(iii)
the management and operation of the Carole Park Swim Centre currently costs Council approximately $147,600 per annum

(iv)
by entering into a long-term lease with the Department of Education, Council will be able to offer, via a tender process, a long-term sub-lease at terms more favourable to Council and the community.  This will be achieved by enabling an operator to increase the programs and offerings at the Carole Park Swim Centre,

then Council approves:

(i)
entering into a 10-year lease with the State of Queensland (represented by Department of Education) for the Carole Park Swim Centre at 260 Waterford Road, Wacol:

(a)
in accordance with the lease terms sheet as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file)

(b)
otherwise on terms and conditions satisfactory to the City Venues Manager, Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services, and the Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.

ADOPTED

I
LEASE OF COUNCIL LAND TO COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS


112/445/439/199
423/2019-20

162.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the information below.

163.
In accordance with section 217 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), Council cannot enter into a valuable non-current asset contract (relevantly, a lease in respect of land or contract for the disposal of land) unless it first:

(a)
invites written tenders for the contract; or

(b)
offers the valuable non-current asset for sale by auction.

164.
Section 226(1) of the Regulation provides a number of exceptions which Council may apply to the disposal of an interest in land other than by way of tender or auction, including, but not limited to, land which is to be leased to a government agency or a community organisation.

165.
Council currently leases properties to the community organisations listed in Attachment B (submitted on file) for community, sport, recreation and cultural purposes.

166.
To ensure the continued effective management of Council’s community, sport, recreation and cultural facilities, it is proposed that Council resolve to apply the exception provided by section 226(1)(b)(ii) of the Regulation to the properties identified in Attachment B (submitted on file).

167.
Local Councillors have been informed of Council’s intention to apply the exception and continue lease negotiations with the relevant organisations within their ward.

168.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

169.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO PERMIT COUNCIL TO DISPOSE OF AN INTEREST IN LAND BY LEASE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 226(1) OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE REGULATION 2012
As:

(i)
Council is the owner of the land (freehold), as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), or the trustee of the land, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), which is used, or is proposed to be used, for community, sport, recreation and cultural purposes

(ii)
Council proposes to renew existing leases in respect of land which is used, or is proposed to be used, for community, sport, recreation and cultural purposes

(iii)
section 226(2) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 requires that Council decide by resolution that exceptions set out in section 226(1) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 may apply before disposing of a valuable non‑current asset other than by way of tender or auction,

then Council:

(i)
resolves that the exception set out in section 226(1)(b)(ii) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 applies to the disposal of the properties by way of lease renewal, as described in Attachment B (submitted on file)

(ii)
determines that existing delegations and their limits in respect of community leases as determined by Council resolutions 407/2001-02 and 299/2016-17 continue to apply.

ADOPTED

J
NEW LEASE TO BRISBANE POWERHOUSE PTY LTD


112/445/444/966-002
424/2019-20

170.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the information below.

171.
Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd has a lease over the Brisbane Powerhouse located at 119 Lamington Street, New Farm, which expires on 30 June 2026. On 10 July 2019, Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd requested a longer-term lease to enable security of tenure for the upgrade of the existing premises on site.

172.
The new lease will be on similar terms to the existing registered lease, which is shown in Attachment C (submitted on file). The repair and maintenance obligations of Council and Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd will also remain as per the terms of the existing registered lease.

173.
The new lease will include an additional licensed area, as shown in Attachment D (submitted on file), to allow further activation of the Powerhouse precinct for the benefit of the community and visitors to New Farm.

174.
The rent for the new lease will be on the same terms as the current registered lease, which is currently $567,360.84 plus GST per annum, and will increase annually for the duration of the lease term in accordance with the Consumer Price Index, except for the renegotiation dates which will occur on the fifth anniversary of the Commencement Date.

175.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

176.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO A NEW 20-YEAR LEASE, WITH THE OPTION OF A FURTHER FIVE YEAR TERM, WITH BRISBANE POWERHOUSE PTY LTD FOR POWERHOUSE PARK, 119 LAMINGTON STREET, NEW FARM
As:

(i)
Council is the registered proprietor of land described as Lot 2 on RP210504 and Lot 101 on SP102967, 119 Lamington Street, New Farm (the site)

(ii)
Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd has requested to be granted a lease over parts of Lot 2 on RP210504, and parts of Lot 101 on SP102967, 119 Lamington Street, New Farm,

then Council:

(i)
resolves that the exception set out in section 226(1)(b)(i) of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 applies to the disposal of the site by way of a new lease for 20 years with an option of a further term of five years

(ii)
approves entry into a new lease for 20 years (Term) plus a further term of five years (Further Term) on terms set out in Registered Lease No. 717867419 and the Additional Lease Terms in Attachment B (submitted on file) subject to:

(a)
Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd first registering a surrender of their current lease, expiring 30 June 2026, within six months of this approval

(b)
Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd entering into commercial subleasing arrangements for any period for various buildings on the premises during the Term and Further Term, 

and otherwise on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Manager, Asset Management, Brisbane Infrastructure, and the Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.

ADOPTED

K
CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR OCTOBER 2019


109/695/586/2-04
425/2019-20

177.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

178.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

179.
Sections 238 and 239 of City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.

180.
Council has previously delegated some powers to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. Council made these delegations to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer.

181.
City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: (1) Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract under this chapter worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website; (2) the relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months; and (3) also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: (a) the person with whom Council has entered into the contract; (b) the value of the contract; and (c) the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).

182.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

183.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR OCTOBER 2019, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

	Details of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for October 2019

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender price/value for money index (VFM) achieved
	Nature of arrangement/ estimated maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/

approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE
	
	
	
	

	1.  Contract No. 531948

CONSTRUCTION OF THE BILL BROWN RESERVE SPORTS PARK EXTENSION

Main Constructions Pty Ltd – $4,008,409 (Option A*)

Achieved VFM of 20.2

*Option A – preferred option for 120 car park spaces.

#Option B – alternate offer for 80 car park spaces not progressed.
	Lump sum

$4,008,409
	Option A*

Shortlisted offers not recommended 

Pensar Civil Pty Ltd 
Achieved VFM of 20

James Trowse (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18

Offers not recommended

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17

Abergeldie Contractors Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 16.5

Option B#
Shortlisted offers not recommended
Main Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 21.1

Pensar Civil Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 20.7

James Trowse (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18.7

Offers not recommended

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17.7

Abergeldie Contractors Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 16.6
	$3,957,339

$3,536,000

$4,253,580

$3,975,921

$3,837,680

$3,835,497

$3,406,310

$4,085,238

$3,948,700
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

08.10.2019

Start

23.10.2019

Term

25 weeks

	2.  Contract No. 531958

INSTALLATION OF LED LUMINAIRES – PACKAGE 3

Aus Air Electrical Pty Ltd – $558,188

Achieved the highest VFM of 147.8
	Schedule of rates

$558,188
	Stowe Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 137.3

Platinum Electricians Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 104.4

QA Electrical (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 90.9

Matthews Electrical Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 75.9

CD Patrols Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 63.0


	$575,554

$474,142*

$637,994

$520,199

$412,690

*Comparative tender price normalised due to omitted items.
	Delegate
CPO

Approved

23.10.2019

Start

31.10.2019

Term

28 weeks

	3.  Contract No. 531970

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TWO 18-INCH WOOD CHIPPERS

Bandit Tree Equipment – $105,669*

Achieved the highest VFM of 7.22

*Average cost per unit.
	Lump sum

$211,340
	Vermeer Equipment Holdings Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 6.17

All Class Equipment

Achieved VFM of 4.91
	$131,000*

$113,000*
	Delegate

EM

Approved

10.10.2019

Start

30.10.2019

Term

Six months

	4.  Contract No. 531991

WATER RETICULATION, MAIN RELOCATION AND DRAINAGE WORKS AT ANN AND JAMES STREETS, FORTITUDE VALLEY

Diona Pty Ltd – $301,416

Achieved VFM of 24.9
	Lump sum

$301,416
	One tender received.
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

24.10.2019

Start

06.01.2020

Term

Four weeks

	5.  Contract No. 532044

FLOAT AND SWITCHBOARDS UPGRADE AT WILLAWONG CLOSED LANDFILL

J and P Richardson Industries Pty Ltd – $229,750

Achieved the highest VFM of 37.53
	Lump sum

$229,750
	Stowe Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 29.54
	$249,465
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

24.10.2019

Start

24.10.2019

Term

20 weeks

	6.  Contract No. 532055

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE HANLON PARK REDEVELOPMENT

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd – $14,660,954

Achieved the highest VFM of 54
	Lump sum

$14,660,954
	Shortlisted offer not recommended

Pensar Civil Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 41

Offers not recommended

BMD Urban Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 20

Glascott Landscape and Civil Pty Ltd*

*Tendered price and VFM not applicable as tenderer was not shortlisted during Stage 1 Expression of Interest.
	$13,667,895

$18,860,823

N/A*

.
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

01.10.2019

Start

11.10.2019

Term

87 weeks

	7.  Contract No. 532096

SPORTS FIELDS AND HARD COURT REMEDIATION PROGRAM 2019-2020

O’Callaghan Park, Zillmere

Twin View Turf Pty Ltd

Achieved the highest VFM of 138

Mitchelton Park, Gaythorne

Twin View Turf Pty Ltd

Achieved the highest VFM of 443

Booker Place Park, Bellbowrie

Turf Irrigation Services Pty Ltd – $170,162

Achieved the highest VFM of 493

Jindalee Recreation Reserve, Jindalee

Turf Irrigation Services Pty Ltd – $241,513

Achieved the highest VFM of 340
	Lump sum

$1,246,050


	O’Callaghan Park, Zillmere

Offer not recommended

Hancey’s Turf Supplies Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 68

Non-conforming offer

Main Constructions Pty Ltd

Mitchelton Park, Gaythorne

Turf Irrigation Services Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 433

Sports Turf Operations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 259

Hancey’s Turf Supplies Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 252

Main Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 213

Booker Place Park, Bellbowrie

Twin View Turf Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 487

Hancey’s Turf Supplies Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 263

Sports Turf Operations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 254

Main Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 226

Jindalee Recreation Reserve Jindalee

Twin View Turf Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 330

Hancey’s Turf Supplies Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 209

Main Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 141

Sports Turf Operations Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 132
	$1,033,800

N/A

$189,160

$154,522

$277,780

$356,943

$180,539

$266,080

$157,362

$335,700

$266,797

$334,210

$540,526

$302,292
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

30.10.2019

Start

30.10.2019

Term

28 weeks

	8.  Contract No. 532106

RIVER WALL REPAIRS AT BALD HILLS AND NEW FARM

Australian Marine and Civil Pty Ltd – $325,038

Achieved the highest VFM of 26.66
	Lump sum

$325,038
	Michael Reid Family Trust as Trustee for Crosana Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18.03

Ertech (Queensland) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 10.16
	$445,578

$632,945
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

11.10.2019

Start

11.10.2019

Term

14 weeks

	9.  Contract No. 532110

NEW WALKING TRAIL – BOTANICAL GARDENS TO THE SUMMIT

Park Forge Pty Ltd as trustee for Park Forge Trust – $559,253

Achieved VFM of 115.33
	Lump sum

$559,253
	One tender received.
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

02.10.2019

Start

23.10.2019

Term

14 weeks

	10.  Contract No. 532120

MT COOT-THA INFRASTRUCTURE AUXILIARY WORKS

Naturform Pty Ltd – $378,880

Achieved the highest VFM of 21.77
	Lump sum

$378,880
	The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.99
	$503,340
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

15.10.2019

Start

23.10.2019

Term

12 weeks

	11.  Contract No. 532132

MT COOT-THA BOTANIC GARDENS – WEDDING LAWN UPGRADE

Probuild Industries Australia Pty Ltd trading as PBI Australia – $238,432

Achieved the highest VFM of 306
	Lump sum

$238,432
	Hawley Construction Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 271

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd trading as A Dart and Co

Achieved VFM of 228

Building Solutions Brisbane

Achieved VFM of 133
	$224,323

$320,000

$382,136
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

30.10.2019

Start

06.11.2019

Term

13 weeks

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	12.  Contract No. 511147

PROVISION OF LICENSED BAR SERVICES FOR EVENTS AT RIVERSTAGE

Cross Promotions International II Pty Ltd – $4,611,782

Achieved the highest VFM of 368.94
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

Estimated revenue to Council

$4,611,782 

(over the potential maximum four-years and one-month term of the CPA)
	Offers not recommended

Doonan Trading Company Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 190.04

All Crowd Catering Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 129.13

Australian Venue Company Limited

Achieved VFM of 89.79

Non-conforming offers

Sirromet Wines Pty Ltd

Mushroom Events Pty Ltd
	$2,754,258

$2,305,891

$1,402,945

N/A

N/A
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

15.10.2019

Start

01.06.2020

Term

One year and one month with options to extend for additional periods of one year, for a maximum term of four years and one month.

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE
	
	
	
	

	13.  Contract No. 120172

PUBLIC TRANSPORT BUSINESS SOLUTION

GIRO Inc./Le Groupe en Informatique et Recherche Operationelle – [Commercial-in-Confidence]
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Fixed annual costs

[Commercial-in-Confidence] (over the potential maximum five-year term of the CPA)
	Contract entered into without seeking quotes or tenders in accordance with section 3.3 of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019-20.
	N/A
	Delegate

E&C

Approved

08.10.2019

Start

31.10.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up two years, for a maximum term of five years.

	14.  Contract No. 511100

TRANSPORT NETWORK GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES

The Trustee for TransitGraphics Trust trading as TransitGraphics – $800,000
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$800,000

(over the potential maximum five-year term of the CPA)
	Extension of a Corporate Procurement Arrangement without seeking competitive tenders from industry in accordance with section 3.3 of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2019‑20.
	N/A
	Delegate

E&C

Approved

14.10.2019

Start

22.06.2020

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up two years, for a maximum term of five years.

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	15.  Contract No. 510845

CITYCAT FLEET REPLACEMENT

Aus Ships Pty Ltd – $3,737,000*

Achieved the highest VFM of 25.7

*The comparative price is based on CityCat 22, normalised for any optional inclusions to deliver improved functionality. Order for CityCat 22 was reported October 2018.

On establishment of the CPA for the CityCat Fleet Replacement, an order was placed for CityCat 23 with Aus Ships Pty Ltd for $3,975,000.
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates and lump sum items

$60,000,000

(over the potential maximum ten‑year term of the CPA)
	Norman R Wright and Sons (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 22.9


	3,741,563*


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

08.10.2019

Start

08.10.2019

Term

Two years with options to extend for additional periods of up four years, for a maximum term of 10 years.

	16.  Contract No. 511051

SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TRUCKS

Zupps Southside Pty Ltd trading as Daimler Trucks Brisbane*
Hino Motor Sales Australia Pty Ltd*
Alan Newcomber/Optima Financial Services Pty Ltd as Trustee for Optima Trading Trust trading as Brisbane Isuzu*

*VFM and comparative tender price not applicable. Tenderers were assessed and scored as a pass, partial or fail. All recommended offers received a pass score. Competitive quotes will be sought to determine best value for money.
	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

$55,200,000

(over the potential maximum eight-year term of the CPA)
	Offers not recommended

The Brown and Hurley Group Pty Ltd*

Volvo Group Australia Pty Ltd trading as Volvo Commercial Vehicles – Brisbane*

Non-conforming offer

SEA Electric Pty Ltd


	N/A*

N/A*

N/A
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

08.10.2019

Start

01.11.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up five years, for a maximum term of eight years.

	17.  Contract No. 511082
PROVISION OF OFFICE SUPPLIES

Category 1 – Office Supplies

Amfal Australia Pty Ltd trading as Jaybel Office Choice – $239,883

Achieved the highest VFM of 38.82

Category 2 – Toiletry Papers and Industrial Wipes

Amfal Australia Pty Ltd trading as Jaybel Office Choice – $443,111

Achieved the highest VFM of 18.87
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$8,650,000

(over the potential maximum seven-year term of the CPA)
	Category 1 – Office Supplies

Shortlisted offer not recommended

Complete Office Supplies Pty Ltd*

Offers not recommended

IOS Solutions Pty Ltd trading as Impact Office Supplies

Achieved VFM of 27.65

Winc Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 23.25

Category 2 – Toiletry Papers and Industrial Wipes

Shortlisted offer not recommended

Complete Office Supplies Pty Ltd*

Offers not recommended

Winc Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17.39

IOS Solutions Pty Ltd trading as Impact Office Supplies

Achieved VFM of 15.08

J. Blackwood and Sons Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 15.05

Reward Hospitality trading as Reward Supply Company Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11.26

Bunzl Outsourcing Services Limited trading as Bunzl Australia

Achieved VFM of 10.72

Non-conforming offer

Synergy Pacific Trading Pty Ltd

*VFM not calculated as offer withdrawn after shortlisting.
	$318,778

$280,330

$339,787

$385,430

$435,670

$463,428

$471,768

$443,074

$459,031

N/A
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

29.10.2019

Start

01.12.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a maximum term of seven years.

	18.  Contract No. 511170

AQUATIC WEED REMOVAL SERVICES

Technigro Pty Ltd trading as Technigro*

Achieved the highest VFM of 81.0

Davanco Environmental Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 80.4

Gentwick Pty Ltd as trustee for R.E. and C. Sims Family Trust trading as Suncoast Ecologic*

Achieved VFM of 61.9
Farr Environmental Services Pty Ltd*

Achieved VFM of 46.1

The Trustee for the Chapman Young Trust trading as The Dam Doctor*

Achieved VFM of 43.5
Aquatic Weed Harvester Pty Ltd trading as Aquatic Weed Harvester Qld*

Achieved VFM of 41.4

*Comparative tender price not applicable as tenderers were ranked by non-price score with a score of 40 representing an acceptable level of quality for the services.
	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

Lump sum

$1,500,000

(over the potential maximum five-year term of the CPA)
	Blackstorm Engineers Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 32.3

Toolijooa Pty Ltd trading as Toolijooa Environmental Restoration 

Achieved VFM of 30.8
NTS Holdings Pty Ltd trading as Australian Aquatic Solutions

Achieved VFM of 26.8
	N/A*

N/A*

N/A*
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

31.10.2019

Start

04.11.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years.

	19.  Contract No. 520514

BUILDING CONDITION ASSESSMENTS, ASBESTOS AND LEAD-BASED PAINT AUDITS, ASBESTOS REMOVAL SUPERVISION SERVICES AND DILAPIDATION SURVEYS

Category 1 – Building Condition Assessments

Hendry Group Pty Ltd – $645

Achieved the highest VFM of 118

GHD Pty Ltd – $760

Achieved VFM of 110
J.J. Ryan Consulting Pty Ltd – $875

Achieved VFM of 93

Category 2 – Asbestos and Lead-Based Paint Audits

WSP Australia Pty Limited – $685

Achieved the highest VFM of 124

GHD Pty Ltd – $796

Achieved VFM of 105

Proactive Quantity Surveying Pty Ltd – $765

Achieved VFM of 90

Category 3 – Asbestos Removal Supervision Services

WSP Australia Pty Limited – $1,425

Achieved the highest VFM of 61

Octief Pty Ltd – $1,229

Achieved VFM of 54

Greencap Pty Ltd – $1,872

Achieved VFM of 41

Category 4 – Dilapidation Surveys

Site Environmental and Remediation Services (WA) Pty Ltd – $1,370

Achieved the highest VFM of 50

GHD Pty Ltd – $1,870

Achieved VFM of 43

WSP Australia Pty Limited – $2,175

Achieved VFM of 38

J.J. Ryan Consulting Pty Ltd – $2,250

Achieved VFM of 35

Hendry Group Pty Ltd – $2,380

Achieved VFM of 34


	CPA (Panel Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$4,500,000

(over the potential maximum five-year term of the CPA)
	Category 1 – Building Condition Assessments

Offers not recommended

Macutex Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 77

Proactive Quantity Surveying Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 71

CT Management Group Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 66

Cushman and Wakefield (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 46

Altus Group Queensland Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 35

RMA Engineers Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 21

Non-conforming offers

BGIS Pty Ltd

Carndo (Qld) Pty Ltd

Jacobs Group (Australia) Pty Ltd

KPMG SGA Property Consultancy Pty Limited

SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd

Offer Withdrawn

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd

Category 2 – Asbestos and Lead‑Based Paint Audits

Offers not recommended

Octief Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 87

Greencap Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 79

Sedgwick Australia Finance Pty Limited

Achieved VFM of 67

Non-conforming offers

SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd

Carndo (Qld) Pty Ltd

Category 3 – Asbestos Removal Supervision Services

Offers not recommended

Proactive Quantity Surveying Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 35

Sedgwick Australia Finance Pty Limited

Achieved VFM of 34

GHD Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 29

Site Environmental and Remediation Services (WA) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 23

Non-conforming offers

SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd

Carndo (Qld) Pty Ltd

Category 4 – Dilapidation Surveys

Offers not recommended

Coote Burchills Engineering Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 28

Macutex Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 28

Land Surveys No Problems Just Solutions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 28

Proactive Quantity Surveying Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 23

Cushman and Wakefield (Qld) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 18

Sedgwick Australia Finance Pty Limited

Achieved VFM of 14

RMA Engineers Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 7

Non-conforming offers

BGIS Pty Ltd

Carndo (Qld) Pty Ltd

Jacobs Group (Australia) Pty Ltd

KPMG SGA Property Consultancy Pty Limited

Offer Withdrawn

RPS AAP Consulting Pty Ltd
	$1,005

$898

$928

$1,125

$2,030

$1,100

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

$720

$970

$798
N/A

N/A

$2,050

$1,826

$2,748

$2,875

N/A

N/A

$2,754

$2,685

$2,440

$2,360

$2,980

$3,070

$3,300

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

15.10.2019

Start

08.11.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, up to a maximum term of five years.

	20.  Contract No. 520574

BUS OPERATOR TRAINEESHIP PROGRAM

TAFE Queensland – $812,280

Achieved the highest VFM of 117
	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$812,280

(over the potential maximum six‑year term of the CPA)
	CLB Training and Development Pty Ltd trading as Spectra Training

Achieved VFM of 55

Ashtrail Pty Ltd trading as Major Training Group

Achieved VFM of 33

Shift Training Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 14

MTO Group trading as MTO Group Pty Ltd and HS Business School

Achieved VFM of 7
	$1,142,750

$1,316,663

$5,009,400

$2,417,516
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

24.10.2019

Start

24.10.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to three years, for a maximum term of six years.


ADOPTED

L
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – CONTRACT VARIATION FOR THE WYNNUM ROAD CORRIDOR STAGE 1 AND 1B PROJECT


165/210/179/2481-01 and 165/210/179/2481-02  

426/2019-20

184.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

185.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 19 November 2019.

186.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.

187.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].


Purpose

188.
That the Stores Board recommends approval of an increase in the permitted contract expenditure authority for contract no. 520285 with Fulton Hogan Construction Pty Ltd (FHC) for construction of the Wynnum Road Corridor Stage 1 and 1B project, from [Commercial-in-Confidence] to [Commercial-in-Confidence], an increase of $750,000.

189.
The increase in budget is entirely funded by Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) for the water main replacement works as part of the Stage 1 project.


Background

190.
Council is undertaking construction of the Wynnum Road Corridor Stage 1 and 1B project as part of Council’s Program 2 – Infrastructure for Brisbane budget. 

191.
The Wynnum Road corridor is a key arterial road for Brisbane’s eastern suburbs and carries more than 56,000 vehicles per day. Stage 1 will provide two additional traffic lanes between Latrobe Street, East Brisbane, and Canning Bridge, Norman Park. The project will widen substandard traffic lanes, remove unsafe right-turns and upgrade the Heidelberg Street, East Brisbane, intersection.

192.
Stage 1B comprises interim works to improve traffic efficiency and safety between Canning Bridge and Riding Road, Norman Park. The project includes rationalisation of bus stops, extension of the bus lane between Hipwood Street, Norman Park, and Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne, through to Bennetts Road, Norman Park, and banning right-turns at selected side streets.

193.
On 5 December 2017, the post-market submission was adopted by Council, granting approval to FHC for construction of the Wynnum Road Corridor Upgrade Stage 1 and 1B, on a schedule of rates price basis, for the sum of $34,843,108. A contingency sum of [Commercial-in-Confidence] (approximately [Commercial-in-Confidence] of the contract sum) was set aside for the contract. The total contract value approved in the post-market submission was [Commercial-in-Confidence].

194.
QUU and Council designers identified that the existing water main on this project, which required relocation to accommodate road widening works, was nearing end of life. QUU agreed to co-fund the replacement cost of the asset, contributing $750,000 in funding to Council for the works.

195.
QUU wrote to City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 12 September 2019 formalising the co funding contribution of $750,000. Council invoiced a progress payment of $700,000 on 27 September 2019. The remaining $50,000 will be invoiced on completion of the works.  


Rationale for increase in contract expenditure authority

196.
The rationale for increasing the contract expenditure authority is the addition of revenue to co-fund the watermain replacement works from QUU which has been agreed and invoiced for Stage 1 of the project to offset costs incurred directly by the project.


Funding

197.
Revenue is available for the increase in contract expenditure from the following sources:

Program:
2 – Infrastructure for Brisbane 

Outcome:
2.1 – Roads and Transport Network Management 

Strategy:
2.1.2 – Build the Transport Network 

Service:

2.1.2.1 – Build the Transport Network

Project: 

Wynnum Road Stage 1

Program:
2 – Infrastructure for Brisbane 

Outcome:
2.1 – Roads and Transport Network Management 

Strategy:
2.1.2 – Build the Transport Network 

Service:

2.1.2.3 – Projects Attacking Congestion   

Project: 

Wynnum Road Stage 1B

	Financial year
	2019-20

($000)
	2020-21

($000)
	2021-22

($000)

	Wynnum Road Stage 1

	Capital
	21,379*
	343
	-

	Expenses
	-
	-
	-

	Revenue
	750**
	-
	-

	Wynnum Road Stage 1B

	Capital
	8,267*
	-
	-

	Expenses
	-
	-
	-

	Revenue
	-
	-
	-


*Includes 1BR carryover of $3.22 million on Stage 1 and $1.79 million on Stage 1B.

**Revenue from QUU at 2BR.

198.
Breakdown of budget spent to date:


	Financial year
	Budget Combined Projects

($000)
	Amount of budget for financial year spent or committed to date

($000)
	Amount of budget for financial year remaining

($000)

	2019-20
	30,396*
	28,766
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	2020-21
	343
	
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]


*Includes 1BR carryover of $3.22 million on Stage 1 and $1.79 million on Stage 1B and 2BR revenue $750,000.

199.
Breakdown of required increase in total contract value:


	Description 
	Amount

($)

	Original approved contract value
	34,843,108

	Original approved contingency
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total approved contract value
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Revenue from QUU
	750,000

	Total required contract value
	 [Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Increase requested in this submission
	750,000


200.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed. 
201.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF AN INCREASE IN THE PERMITTED CONTRACT EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY FOR CONTRACT NO. 520285 WITH FULTON HOGAN CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD, FOR THE WYNNUM ROAD CORRIDOR STAGE 1 AND 1B PROJECT, FROM [Commercial-in-Confidence] TO [Commercial-in-Confidence], AN INCREASE OF $750,000.

ADOPTED

M
BRISBANE METRO PROJECT – REJECTION OF A CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION


112/20/711/1082
427/2019-20

202.
The Executive Manager, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.

203.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

204.
By a Taking of Land Notice published in the Queensland Government Gazette dated 29 March 2019, Council resumed the property situated at 71 School Road, Rochedale, described as Lot 6 on SP218994, for depot purposes as part of the Brisbane Metro project (outlined in blue at Attachment B, submitted on file).

205.
On 23 October 2019, the former owners (claimants) submitted a claim for compensation in the amount of [Commercial-in-Confidence] plus interest. The amount claimed comprises the following.

Land




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Professional fees



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Relocation costs



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Purchase costs on a replacement property
[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Costs to reconstruct a church building
[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Total




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
206.
Council engaged independent valuers to assess the value of the land. On 1 July 2019, the valuers assessed the compensation on a preliminary basis at [Commercial-in-Confidence] for the land component, exclusive of disturbance. A copy of the valuation advice is included at Attachment C (submitted on file). The amount claimed for the land is therefore considered to be unreasonable.

207.
A claimant affected by a resumption is entitled to claim reasonable professional fees incurred in the negotiation of compensation and relocation costs. The amounts claimed for professional fees and relocation costs are considered to be reasonable.

208.
A claimant is also entitled to the costs associated with purchasing a replacement property including stamp duty, Titles Office fees and conveyancing costs. The amount claimed is based on a market value for the land of [Commercial-in-Confidence]. Based on the assessment of the value of the land, the costs associated with purchasing of a replacement property is in the sum of [Commercial-in-Confidence].

209.
As the highest and best use of the land has been assessed as a redevelopment site, the improvements do not add any value and costs to reconstruct the improvements are considered to be unreasonable.

210.
The claim for compensation is therefore considered unreasonable.

211.
By letter dated 23 October 2019, the claimants requested an advance against compensation reflecting Council’s estimate as to the compensation payable. Section 23 of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967 (the Act) provides that if the claimant requests an advance against compensation, Council is required to pay the amount of Council’s estimate of compensation, attributable to the resumption, as that advance, which in this case comprises the following.

Land




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Professional fees



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Relocation costs



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Purchase costs on a replacement property
[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Total




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
212.
It is proposed that Council reject the claim for compensation and pay an advance against compensation in the amount of [Commercial-in-Confidence] plus interest.  

213.
The Executive Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

214.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO REJECT A CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION ARISING FROM THE RESUMPTION OF 71 SCHOOL ROAD, ROCHEDALE, FOR THE BRISBANE METRO PROJECT AND APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF AN ADVANCE AGAINST COMPENSATION
As:

(i)
Council, by a Taking of Land Notice published in Queensland Government Gazette on 29 March 2019, resumed the property situated at 71 School Road, Rochedale, described as Lot 6 on SP218994 (the property)

(ii)
the former owner of the property submitted a claim for compensation under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967,

then Council: 

(i)
resolves that the claim for compensation, as set out in Schedule 1, Part 2, of this resolution is rejected as excessive based on the preliminary assessment of market value, as set out in Attachment C (submitted on file)

(ii)
resolves to approve the payment of an advance against compensation in the amount of [Commercial-in-Confidence] plus interest, as set out in Schedule 1, Part 3, of this resolution.

Schedule 1

Private Property Resumed for Depot Purposes

	Part 1
	Details of Resumption

	Claimant
	Amazing Grace of God Pty Ltd

	Property Resumed
	Property located at 71 School Road, Rochedale, described as Lot 6 on SP218994

	Purpose of Resumption
	Depot purposes for the Brisbane Metro project



	Part 2
	Details of Claim

	Details of Claim
	Land




[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Professional fees



[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Relocation costs



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Purchase costs on a replacement property
[Commercial-in-Confidence] 
Costs to reconstruct a church building
[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Total




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
(plus interest)

	Part 3
	Details of Advance

	Amount of Advance
	Land




[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Professional fees



[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Relocation costs



[Commercial-in-Confidence]
Purchase costs on a replacement property
[Commercial-in-Confidence]

Total




[Commercial-in-Confidence]
(plus interest at the Land Court rate from the date of vacant possession until the date of payment)



ADOPTED

N
SALE OF 41 TURNER ROAD, KEDRON


112/265/439/257
428/2019-20

215.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

216.
Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

217.
Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, received a letter of offer to purchase the Council owned site at 41 Turner Road, Kedron (the site) (outlined red in Attachment C, submitted on file). The site is currently an operational depot, zoned Special purpose (Utility services) and falls within the Lutwyche Road corridor neighbourhood plan under the Stafford Depot Precinct.

218.
On 12 November 2019, an unconditional offer from a consortium of Padua College Limited and Mount Alvernia College Limited (Consortium) was submitted for [Commercial-in-Confidence] (exclusive of GST), with a settlement date of 30 June 2020 (see Attachment D, submitted on file). The Consortium propose to use the site for future playing fields and ancillary education accommodation.

219.
Upon completion of the new purpose-built facility at TradeCoast Central, the majority of Council staff and services currently located at the site will be relocated to the new purpose‑built facility. Following the relocation of Council staff, the majority of the site will be vacant and surplus to Council requirements.  

220.
However, there will still be an on-going requirement for the State Emergency Services (SES) staff to remain at the site following settlement.  In this regard, it will be necessary for a lease to be established prior to settlement between Council (as Lessor) and Council (as Lessee) so that the land is sold subject to the lease and the lease remains on foot following settlement of the contract. This lease will be for a three-year term with a three year option to extend, which will allow SES to transition to a new facility.  Council is required to become the lessee as SES is not a legal entity and therefore unable to enter into any legal arrangement.

221.
As part of the sale conditions, Council will seek agreement from the Consortium for the site to be used for community purposes outside school hours.  A further condition will also ensure that the Consortium secures a planning change to Community facilities (Education purpose) zone and/or Sport and recreation zone prior to contract settlement.

222.
A valuation provided an ‘as-is’ value of [Commercial-in-Confidence] (exclusive of GST) (see Attachment E, submitted on file).

223.
Under section 217 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 Council is required to undertake a tender process for any disposal of land or disposal of interest in land, unless an exception from the tender or auction process under section 226 applies.  

224.
In this matter, Council, by resolution, may sell the site to the Consortium by applying the exception under section 226(1)(c)(i) on the basis that the land will not be rateable land after disposal. Also, as the lease is considered a disposal of interest in land, Council, by resolution, may apply the exception under section 226(1)(b)(i) so that it may grant Council (as Lessee) the lease to enable the SES to remain at the site.

225.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

226.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO DISPOSE OF AN INTEREST IN LAND IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 226(1) OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE REGULATION 2012
As:

(i)
Council is the owner of 41 Turner Road, Kedron (the site)

(ii)
Council proposes to dispose of the site to Padua College Limited and Mount Alvernia College Limited

(iii)
Council also proposes to grant itself a lease prior to the disposal of the site in order for the State Emergency Services to remain at the site following settlement of the disposal

(iv)
section 217 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (Regulation) requires Council to undertake a tender or auction process for any disposal of a valuable non-current asset

(v)
section 226(2) of the Regulation requires that Council decide by resolution that one or more exceptions set out in section 226(1) of the Regulation may apply before disposing of a valuable non-current asset other than by way of tender or auction,

then Council:

(i)
resolves that the exception under section 226(1)(c)(i) of the Regulation applies to the disposal of the site

(ii)
determines that the sale of the site should be in accordance with the conditions set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), and otherwise on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Project Director, Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, and Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance

(iii)
accepts the offer made in relation to the site on the basis that such a price is either equal to or greater than the market value of the property as determined by the valuation, as set out in Attachment E (submitted on file)

(iv)
resolves that the exception under section 226(1)(b)(i) of the Regulation applies to the disposal of an interest in part of the site by way of lease

(v)
determines that the lease will be for a term of three years with a further three‑year option and on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Project Director, Asset Optimisation, Organisational Services, and Chief Legal Counsel, City Legal, City Administration and Governance.

ADOPTED

O
ADJUSTMENT OF COUNCIL’S SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS FOR ALL COUNCILLORS


164/285/194/48
429/2019-20

227.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

228.
On 15 October 2019, Council approved, by Council resolution 225/2019-20, new Terms of Reference for the Independent Councillor Remuneration Tribunal (the Tribunal) and to interpose a special meeting of the Tribunal within the ordinary five-year cycle of meetings, as provided for in AP216 Councillor Remuneration Policy, to review Councillor superannuation benefits.

229.
It is proposed that Council’s contribution to superannuation for all Councillors be reduced from 20% to 12% commencing 28 December 2019.

230.
The Terms of Reference for the Tribunal approved on 15 October 2019 sought that any changes be effective by 1 January 2020. However, as 1 January 2020 is a Wednesday and Council’s pay cycle is Saturday-to-Friday, it is proposed that the reduction commence on Saturday 28 December 2019, which will ensure compliance with the Terms of Reference by having the changes in effect by 1 January 2020.  

231.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

232.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE, UNDER SECTION 210 OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE ACT 2010, THAT COUNCIL’S CONTRIBUTION TO ALL COUNCILLORS’ SUPERANNUATION BE REDUCED FROM 20% TO 12% COMMENCING 28 DECEMBER 2019.


ADOPTED

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE – 2 DECEMBER 2019
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 2 December 2019, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate?


LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Yes, this particular item is a special item relating to a donation from Council to the Queensland Country Women’s Association for communities affected by the drought that we’re all experiencing at the moment, but particularly some parts of Queensland are experiencing in an extremely dire and serious manner.


Just a short time ago, we were able to provide support of $100,000 for the bushfire relief efforts and this complements that contribution with some Council support towards the drought relief efforts that are going on. There’s a number of programs out there aimed at supporting drought affected communities and people on the land that are really doing it tough at the moment, but it’s been well recognised that one of the most important and one of the most in-demand programs is the one run by the Queensland Country Women’s Association (QCWA).


They just do a critical role out in the community and they are very linked-in with the needs of individual communities right across Queensland. In many cases, these incredible groups are the heart and soul of their communities and they are in touch with the specific needs and problems and challenges. They are also the people that are often the last point of call when things get really dire.


So, it was quite interesting and quite timely, just the other day, that Lucy Stone, from the Brisbane Times, wrote an article about the massive increase in demand on QCWA funds. I think it’s just worth quoting from that article to give an idea on the scale of the issue here. The Queensland branch of the Country Women’s Association has been forced to reassess how it distributes crisis funding to farmers after an almost 10-fold spike in pleas for help. 


Queensland State President, Christine King, who is a resident of Brisbane in the western suburbs, Councillor RICHARDS’ constituent, said that in the three years to 2014, the QCWA crisis fund had assisted 880 families. So, that’s in the lead up to 2014, 880 families. In less than two years since then, we have provided assistance to 8,000 families in region, rural and remote communities impacted by this terrible drought.


The fund is available to help pay bills, provide store credit or give families grocery vouchers to ensure that money stays in local communities. None of the money donated goes to administration fees, meaning that 100% is given to people in need. Mrs King said the well-respected organisation took its responsibilities extremely seriously and had to reassess how it managed applications given the sharp increase.


So, ultimately, we have this situation where my understanding is, there’s many different organisations and entities wanting to help, but this is one of those ones that does make a real difference because it’s providing that direct financial assistance when people are about to go under. When families are about to go under. When they can’t afford to put food on the table and pay basic bills and costs of living.


So, it is a tragedy of national proportions that we’re seeing at the moment and the people that sustain us with food and with a whole range of products that we all rely on, when they can’t put food on their own table, you know that there is a serious issue. Now we all hope and pray that the drought breaks soon, but certainly we know that there is a massive need out there and because, once again, we are a large council, Australia’s largest council, we do have the capacity to help out in this kind of way and I think it’s appropriate that we should. Hopefully this will get the support of all Councillors.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I just rise to support this item, of course, and my Labor colleagues will as well. This has been an ongoing challenge for Queensland and other states at the moment. The devastating droughts followed more recently by devastating bushfires and the work that the QCWA here in Queensland has been doing has been nothing short of amazing. Whether that is directly in the communities where there are QCWA branches or here in Brisbane where we have CWA branches right here in the city—we launched the Sandgate branch of the QCWA, the newest branch in Queensland just earlier this year down at the—hosted at the Volunteer Marine Rescue in Shorncliffe. They have a long history in Sandgate that went through a long period of not being a branch.


It is through events and responses to events, particularly, that we’ve seen here, the response to the drought the QCWA have coordinated, I think, that have driven a lot of people in areas that didn’t have this sort of community activity in the past to make a real difference. I’ve been very proud to support them and have seen firsthand the work that they can do. Earlier this year we held a fundraiser down in Sandgate for drought relief. All that money went towards this QCWA drought relief fund. I think it was around $17,000 raised at a barbeque in the Einbunpin Lagoon parklands. So, every cent helps. This $100,000 will absolutely make a huge difference to communities right around Queensland.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on this report for the donation for QCWA. The movement of QCWA was born from the need to assist women and families during their times of crisis. With three regions, 20 divisions and over 240 branches, the QCWA is the largest and most widespread women’s organisation in Queensland. Women from all walks of life are members of the QCWA and women join for a variety of reasons. QCWA means something different to everyone, from the scones to the sandwiches and to the times of need. That’s what makes QCWA the difference of all.


Coming from a long matriarchal lineage who have travelled the QCWA journey in our families and from the country to now the city, and as a Councillor of a significant country lifestyle area that’s surrounded by a lot of bushland, it’s certainly an area that actually fosters three different groups from the Moggill QCWA, to the Brookfields and now to one of the newer ones, the Kenmore Twilight group. I know that whatever the reason, it is the friendship, it’s the overall desire to help others that has banded women together. The reason they gather is for many things, whether it’s about meeting new people, supporting another, supporting a new mum, making new friends, learning skills or just journeying life together as a community.


It’s the fact that it’s the communities—when they need help, it’s QCWA that come. To QCWA President, Christine King, your executive and all the members of QCWA, thank you for supporting our fellow Queenslanders during these times of crisis, this significant drought that we’re going through in our regional, rural and remote Queensland. In QCWA essence and words, what bonds us is friendship and a strong desire to help others, be part of the community. So, I ask all in this Chamber to support this item tonight before you because it is going to good use. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes thank you. I rise to speak on the donation to the Country Women’s Association of Queensland. Finally, this LORD MAYOR is doing something useful. He’s rushing in. It’s a bit belated I think, but certainly it’s a very good thing that we’re donating $100,000 to the Queensland Country Women’s Association. I have had the pleasure of working with the two branches in my ward, the Annerley Yeronga Country Women’s Association who have been up and running for over 90 years—I went to their 95th birthday party a few months ago I think—and the Oxley CWA.


Can I just say that both organisations are extraordinary groups of women who work very, very quietly within their communities to raise funds to support their country brothers and sisters, and to ensure that charitable organisations also in our local community receive funds. The Annerley Yeronga CWA raised, I think, somewhere between sort of $7,000 and $8,000 a year. There are 12 active members—12 active members. They do this through cent auctions, raffles—then they give it all away. They hire their hall out so they cover the costs through that, but any money they raise they give away to other rural country women’s groups that are in need and to other groups in our local community.


So, I just want to thank them for all of the wonderful work that they do. I know that there are a lot of people in the bush who are doing it very tough. We still have lots of Johnstons on the land with not a lot of water. So, everybody is having a very hard time out there at the moment. I know that by giving this money to the Country Women’s Association that it will get to the people who need it the most. So, this is a very good donation and I’m very happy to support it.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

LORD MAYOR?


I now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard, Peter Matic and David McLachlan.

A
DONATION TO ASSIST THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY DROUGHT


103/1205/251/5

430/2019-20

1.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

2.
With three Regions, twenty Divisions and over 240 branches, the Queensland Country Women’s Association (QCWA) is the largest and most widespread women’s organisation in Queensland. Their vision is for women of Queensland to come together to support communities, while celebrating their interests and forging friendships in a respectful and caring environment. 

3.
The QCWA has been delivering financial assistance to farmers, farming families and communities in rural Queensland areas severely affected by drought. 

4.
Using funds raised, they help communities with school fees, grocery and fuel bills, doctors’ fees and phone bills. Their funding is often the only funding people are able to access because they don’t qualify for other assistance.

5.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

6.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE A $100,000 DONATION TO QUEENSLAND COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION (QCWA) IN SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE AND COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY DROUGHT IN RURAL QUEENSLAND AREAS.
ADOPTED

PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT, ECONOMIC AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Tracy DAVIS that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Last week’s report was on the Creative Brisbane Creative Economy strategy. It was in the E&C papers last week, so I’m hoping the Chamber are across it and are already thinking of ways they can be involved. Our creative sector is very vital to our city’s identity, prosperity and unique lifestyle. Team Schrinner is serious about growing the local economy, providing a world class lifestyle and developing talented, creative workforce. This economy strategy first started in 2013. It was designed to be open and adaptive. This is the refresh to make sure that we as a Brisbane with the heart of the nation’s fastest growing region is making sure our creative economy grows and evolves.


Our goal is for Brisbane to be globally recognised for excellence in cultural and creative experiences. There’s a raft of ways that Councillors can read in the document about how this is actually being done through signature events, river art framework, live music city, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led initiatives, night time cultural experiences, key inner city precincts during the day. We are dedicated to fostering a generation of new creative leaders. Team Schrinner will continue to support initiatives that allow creatives to connect with local, national and international audiences.


I would like to take this time to thank all the Council officers that have worked within the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development portfolio, in particular the outstanding Divisional Managers in Geoff, Andrea and Scott, and of course the Brisbane Marketing Board, the board and the team that work at our Economic Development Board as well. They do an absolutely outstanding job. Can I say on behalf of them, I know—and here at Team Schrinner—that we’re incredibly enthusiastic about the future of our city. We back the creative economy. We back small business.


We’re making sure that we can get home quicker and safer. It’s all about making sure we have a global creative city where there is much more to see and do.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution.

Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Oh, right, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I appreciate you—you know—couldn’t hear me today and now you can’t see me so I’d just be hoping that—

Chair:
Would you like to speak or not? Are you going to speak or not or are you just going to—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Well I am actually speaking.

Chair:
Okay, well then get to the topic.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, item B I’d like to speak on. Now I’m just—I’m interested in the response to the petition largely because I had 1,000 local residents sign a petition in my ward asking for the 196 bus service to be extended through Yeronga. We were told, well Council can’t do that. TransLink has to do it. Now I read with great interest the different response and the different level of service that you get from this Council if you are a marginal LNP seat holder.

Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
That is exactly right. I will draw everyone’s attention to the responses that are included in this petition response that’s been put forward today. So, while it says here Council works in conjunction with TransLink to ensure residents and visitors of Brisbane have access to reliable public transport network with TransLink having the overall responsibility for approving and funding new bus services or changes to services. In determining the bus network expansion, Council works with TransLink to ensure that services will be well utilised and meet customer demand.


Then goes on to say that a number of the bus services at this location are not at capacity. The best bit though is on the back page. Council has conducted preliminary investigations into possible alternative solutions. In addition to the services currently available from Langlands Park station. This includes rerouting the existing P201 via Old Cleveland Road to stop at Langlands Park and Stones Corner stations. Any modifications require approval from TransLink, et cetera. In response to this petition, Council will make a recommendation to TransLink to consider rerouting the P201 via Old Cleveland Road.


Council will write to TransLink asking they consider the petitioner’s request to increase the number of services. Now, it’s really interesting to me that Council has clearly gone the extra mile here, beyond what they told my residents just a few months ago. In that case, we got the second part of that response which was, we will take it up with TransLink—not this, well we’ve done an investigation. We’re going to recommend that it get done. So, I think that this is an extremely illuminating document. I know that I copped some criticism earlier today, but this is what is wrong with this Council.


This is the sickness that is pervading this Council. There is one detailed responsive considered outcome for marginal LNP wards and there is a completely different response for others. It is shameful that this is the way that this LNP Administration is going about its business and that some—I saw that Councillor MATIC and that was the stupidest, most childish thing you could possibly do given it’s on camera.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
He just rubbed his nose.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
No, he did not. Guess what? There’s a camera watching you.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, look it’s the last meeting of the year. It’s almost—it’s past 8:30pm. Can you just stick to the topic at hand and not pick fights with other people?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well, when Councillor MATIC is making rude finger gestures at me—

Councillors interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Let me be clear—yes, he did.

Councillor :
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
I did nothing of the kind and I require that Councillor JOHNSTON withdraw that statement.

Chair:
It is out of character. 

Councillor JOHNSTON can you please—Councillor MATIC has asked you to withdraw your statement.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Councillor MATIC made rude finger gestures towards me and it will be on the tape.

Councillor MATIC:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Alright, no, that’s it. Thank you. 

Are there any further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m still speaking thank you very much.

Chair:
No. No, you’re not. 

Councillor ADAMS.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m sorry, excuse me, on what basis—

Chair:
No.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
On what basis are you stopping me—

Chair:
Because you have moved off topic—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—from speaking on the matters before us today.

Chair:
—and you’re wasting time.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m speaking on a bus petition—

Chair:
No, you are not.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—and was doing that.

Chair:
That’s my point. You are not speaking on a bus petition.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I am.

Chair:
You are trying to pick a fight with a Councillor who wasn’t paying attention to you. So, either get back on topic or move on.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
That’s what I’m doing. The evidence will be on the tape. So, I just want to put on the record my concern about the double standard that’s on offer at Brisbane City Council for LNP—marginal LNP wards with respect to the extra mile that Council will go versus those that are not in margin LNP seats and the way they are treated so shamefully by this LNP Administration. If this is the standard that Council will undertake in an LNP ward it should do the same in every other ward in this city.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. The only sickness we have in the Council is the paranoia we hear from that woman continually in this place—
Chair:
No, no, no, Councillor, DEPUTY MAYOR—
DEPUTY MAYOR:
But I think Councillor for Tennyson—I’m sorry, Mr Chair, through you—

Chair:
Yes, thank you.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—the paranoia we hear from the Councillor for Tennyson—

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Right, okay, that’s it. Now, as I say friends, it’s the last meeting of the year. It’s after 8.30pm. Everyone I think has had enough. There are people that are testing each other out. I’m not interested in it. Whatever personal animosities people have with each other, I don’t care and nor should any of you. Please get on topic and deal with the matters in front of us. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I was accused of having a sickness because of the bias on this side of the Chamber and the previous—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Okay. 

Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
It’ll be on the video.


—and the Councillor that spoke before me, spoke more about an imagined movement from another Councillor. That is the paranoia I was speaking of. The Councillor who spoke before me very clearly said, the response that she got was taken up with TransLink. I can concur. As you see in the petition today that it says we’d take it up with TransLink. We take it up with TransLink. It’s actually written in this response here, but I can assure you for this petition and probably the response that came to the Council before and many of the blue folders that we sign for the LORD MAYOR, we do not operate the bus timetables. We make a request to TransLink to reroute.


We don’t often get anything in the positive—actually, I can’t think of anything while I’ve been in the Chair that we get in the positive, but we do take it up with TransLink with every request we have. I sign a letter back to the petitioners or the constituents or the Councillors. I sign the same letter to Matt Longland in TransLink as well. So, in this petition as we do with every other response there is no bias. There is only paranoia. We will be writing to TransLink to consider the petitioners’ request to increase the number of services in the morning from Langlands Park.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Now Councillor JOHNSTON your misrepresentation, please limit your comments to the misrepresentation at hand. Do not use this as an opportunity to litigate your argument again or to settle some imagined personal score. 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, for God’s sake. Yeah, Councillor ADAMS said that I said she had a sickness. I made absolutely no such statement about Councillor ADAMS herself.

Chair:
Thank you.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
She is—

Chair:
Alright. I will now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Tracy Davis (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Sandy Landers, James Mackay and Jonathan Sri.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CREATIVE BRISBANE CREATIVE ECONOMY STRATEGY

431/2019-20

1.
Miriam Kent, Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Creative Brisbane Creative Economy strategy (the updated strategy). She provided the information below.

2.
In September 2011, the Lord Mayor established the Lord Mayor’s Economic Development Steering Committee to make recommendations to support Brisbane business and grow the economy. The findings of the committee were released in a report titled Brisbane’s Unique Window of Opportunity and determined that Brisbane needed to embrace its business community, provide a world-class lifestyle, encourage business innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship, and become the leading Australian city in attracting, retaining and developing a highly valued and talented workforce.

3.
Updating Brisbane’s creative strategy was recognised as a key priority for developing some of these findings. As a result, Council released the Creative Brisbane Creative Economy 2013-22 strategy (the strategy) in 2013 to strengthen the creative economy. The strategy was designed to be adaptive, open to emergent opportunities, and recognise and integrate:

-
market and audience development

-
workforce development

-
business development

-
hard and soft infrastructure 

-
governance and regulatory environment.

4.
The strategy has achieved significant achievements over the last six years including increasing the city entertainment budget by 20% and growing the festivals funding program to more than 110 festivals in 2018-19. Council has launched new programs including:

-
Outdoor cinemas in the suburbs
-
Lord Mayor’s children’s program
-
Botanica, Brisbane’s first major outdoor contemporary art exhibition which has engaged more than 70,000 people. 

5.
Council has built the city’s creative capacity and resources by:


-
funding festivals, events and cultural organisations to the value of $18.5 million


-
funding more than 95 individuals and organisations through creative grants programs 


-
increased overall funding to the creative grants program by 29%


-
adding 47 new festivals to the festival program

-
opening two new creative venues – Sunnybank Performing Arts and Cultural Centre (SunPAC) in 2016, and Ron Hurley Theatre and Seven Hills Hub in 2019.
6.
Brisbane was host to the Australian Performing Arts Market (APAM) which attracted more than 2,500 delegates from 31 countries. Council launched the first Lord Mayor’s Creative Small Business Forum and established Brisbane’s entrepreneurial innovation hub, The Capital, in 2016. The Lord Mayor’s Creative Brisbane Advisory Board (the board) was established to support the implementation of the strategy. 

7.
As a strategic action, in 2016 Council commissioned an independent researcher (Ipsos) to undertake a survey of Brisbane’s creative sector. Nearly 700 people responded to the survey that collected data on:


-
demographic and industry details


-
reasons for working in Brisbane


-
trading partners and regions 


-
access to talent and space.

8.
The key findings of the survey were presented to the previous board in June 2017. Based on the findings from the creative sector survey, the board identified the need to:

-
better connect, support and promote Brisbane’s creative practitioners and creative enterprises


-
improve access and use of Council assets and facilities for the creative sector 

-
ensure Council funding opportunities for the creative sector are accessible and provide sound return on investment.

9.
To develop practice actions and initiatives to address the findings of the board, in 2017 Council commissioned Ipsos to conduct further consultation. Past and current members of the board from 2016 and 2019 were shown to the Committee. 

10.
An update to the strategy was proposed following industry-specific research and sector consultation. The board proposed new focus areas and strategies to support the growth of the creative sector and grow Brisbane’s identity as a vibrant, creative city. These focus areas included:


-
Lifestyle City – where Brisbane is the premier location for people to live, work and play


-
Our People – to connect and promote Brisbane’s creative sector


-
Resourcing and Investment – to maximise the impact of investment


-
Creative Infrastructure – for accessible and flexible creative spaces.

11.
The updated the updated strategy aligns with Council’s corporate vision of a vibrant, creative city. The strategy builds on Council’s existing programs and addresses the strategic priorities identified by the creative sector. The updated strategy also includes clear measures of success that will enable Council to better articulate cultural, social and economic impacts for the city. 

12.
Brisbane is an expressive river city with a rich history and unique subtropical lifestyle. Focus areas and key goals for Brisbane include:


-
to be a globally recognised and unique lifestyle city


-
to be recognised for innovation and technology.


Measures of success include: 


-
increased participation in arts and culture


-
direct and indirect employment stimulated. 

13.
Brisbane has an enthusiastic, collaborative and highly skilled creative workforce. Focus areas and key goals include: 


-
value the creative sector and actively promote local products and services globally 


-
foster the new generation of creative leaders.


Measures of success include:


-
sector confidence and recognition


-
increased trade, export and demand for creative products unique to Brisbane. 

14.
Brisbane is a leader in the creative economy. Focus areas and key goals include: 

-
a city where creatives, including start-ups and small-to-medium enterprises, grow and thrive


-
local artists and entrepreneurs have access to new markets, customers and investors.


Measures of success include: 


-
new knowledge, insights and ideas

-
growth of the visitor economy and overnight visitor expenditure.

15.
Brisbane is a growing lifestyle city with a wealth of opportunities in the public sphere. Focus areas and key goals include: 

-
world-class cultural facilities and precincts that inspire creative participation and attract diverse audiences

-
creative spaces and their use reflect Brisbane’s unique character and subtropical lifestyle.

Measures of success include:


-
social connectedness enhanced through shared experiences


-
high utilisation of Council facilities for creative purposes. 

16.
The updated strategy was developed in full consultation with the board and has a clear vision to ensure Brisbane is a global city for creativity, and is a leading destination for distinctive and authentic cultural experiences, where diversity is celebrated and the creative workforce thrives. 

17
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Kent for her informative presentation.

18.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITIONS – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL ENGAGE WITH THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF BUS SERVICES FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS FROM LANGLANDS PARK STATION



CA19/1033472 and CA19/1050572

432/2019-20

19.
Two petitions from residents, requesting that Council engage with the Queensland Government to increase the number of bus services for local residents from Langlands Park Station, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 29 October 2019, by Councillor Fiona Cunningham, and received. 

20.
The Divisional Manager, Transport for Brisbane, provided the following information.

21.
The petitions contain a total of 74 signatures, with most signatories residing in Coorparoo, Stones Corner and surrounding eastern suburbs of Brisbane.

22.
Council operates its bus services under a contract with TransLink, a division of the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. TransLink is responsible for the delivery of public transport services and infrastructure for South East Queensland. 

23.
Council works in conjunction with TransLink to ensure the residents and visitors of Brisbane have access to a reliable and accessible public transport network, with TransLink having the overall responsibility for approving and funding any new bus services or changes to services. In determining any bus network expansion, Council works with TransLink to ensure that services will be well utilised and meet customer demand.

24.
There are currently a number of bus services that stop at Langlands Park Station in the morning peak period, with some of these bus services not at capacity when arriving at Langlands Park Station such as the route 61 (Maroon) CityGlider service. There is still capacity on this service as the service commences at Coorparoo Square, which is one stop before the Langlands Park Station. 

25.
Council has conducted preliminary investigations into possible alternative solutions, in addition to the services currently available from Langlands Park Station. This includes rerouting the existing route P201 via Old Cleveland Road to stop at Langlands Park and Stones Corner stations. 

26.
This would provide additional capacity and a faster journey for passengers to Langlands Park.  Other rocket services to Langlands Park are at capacity. This change would also provide additional connection for passengers travelling to the southern and eastern CBD.

27.
Any modification to services requires approval from TransLink, who is responsible for funding additional services. 

28.
In response to the petitions, Council will make a recommendation to TransLink to consider rerouting P201 via Old Cleveland Road, to stop at Langlands Park and Stones Corner stations. In addition, Council will write to TransLink asking that they consider the petitioners’ request to increase the number of services in the morning from Langlands Park Station.

Consultation

29.
Councillor Fiona Cunningham, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

30.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed. 

31.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA19/1033472 and CA19/1050572
Thank you for your petitions requesting increased bus services in the morning from Langlands Park Station for residents of Coorparoo, Stones Corner and Greenslopes. 
Council operates its bus services under a contract with TransLink, a division of the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. TransLink is responsible for the delivery of public transport services and infrastructure for South East Queensland. 

Council works in conjunction with TransLink to ensure the residents and visitors of Brisbane have access to a reliable and accessible public transport network, with TransLink having the overall responsibility for approving and funding any new bus services or changes to services. In determining any bus network expansion, Council works with TransLink to ensure that services will be well utilised and meet customer demand.

There are currently a number of bus services that stop at Langlands Park Station in the morning peak period, with some of these bus services not at capacity when arriving at Langlands Park Station such as the route 61 (Maroon) CityGlider service. There is still capacity on this service as the service commences at Coorparoo Square, which is one stop before Langland Park Station.

Council has conducted preliminary investigations into possible alternative solutions, in addition to the services currently available from Langlands Park Station. This includes rerouting the existing route P201, via Old Cleveland Road to stop at Langlands Park and Stones Corner stations.

Any modification to services requires approval from TransLink, who are responsible for funding additional services. 

In response to this petition, Council will make a recommendation to TransLink to consider rerouting P201 via Old Cleveland Road to stop at Langlands Park and Stones Corner stations. In addition, Council will write to TransLink asking that they consider the petitioners’ request to increase the number of services in the morning from Langlands Park Station.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Selena Beaverson, Executive Assistant, Divisional Manager’s Office, Transport for Brisbane, on (07) 3407 2216.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor David McLACHLAN, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ll just go to the report that’s before us which was a report in Committee last week about—briefing to the Committee on the Moggill Road Coonan Street intersection upgrade. This is that bit scary roundabout out near Indooroopilly which, if you are like me from the northside, you enter with great trepidation and no small amount of fear waiting to see what happens if cars will give way to you or not. As a consequence, I think, many of those from other parts of the city—you are very brave, you western suburbs Councillors and residents who just plough on through and good luck to you.


But I’ve got to say, I’ve always approached that particular intersection with great caution. I’m pleased to see that residents agree that there is need for work to be undertaken. Certainly, the crash record shows that this is a significant issue with driver accidents. Thirty-two crashes occurred on the roundabout in a short period of time, 17 requiring medical treatment, 10 leading to hospitalisation. So, this is a very high volume roundabout in terms of vehicle traffic. It has been subject to a number of planning and concept designs over the years. In 2015, the Council acquired the land within the roundabout island for a future intersection upgrade.


Designs and associated analysis were undertaken earlier this year. Two concept designs were released for community feedback. There’s pretty clear community support for the overpass option which is out now for further design elements based on feedback that has come from the community. So, I think this is a great infrastructure project which will deliver many benefits for all Brisbane residents, particularly those in the western suburbs and will make it much safer. I think if there’s an obsessive focus as there has been in some reporting on what happens to traffic movements in terms of, does it make journeys shorter or longer, I think—to be honest, my observation of that is completely irrelevant.


The relevance here is to make this intersection safer. That’s what will happen as a consequence of this work. The focus on whether or not there’s a marginal increase or decrease in the time it takes to get through the intersection, I think, entirely misses the point. I’m very pleased to see this work proceeding and we’ll get on with it. I think this will be a great outcome from the city. There were three petitions. If anyone wants to participate in that debate, I’ll respond at the other end.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK.
Thank you, Mr Chair. 
Seriatim - Clause D
	Councillor Kara COOK requested that Clause D, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL IMMEDIATELY REDUCE THE SPEED LIMIT ON RIDING ROAD (BETWEEN WYNNUM AND LYTTON ROADS), MORNINGSIDE, TO 40 KM/H; IMMEDIATELY INSTALL WARNING SIGNS LEADING UP TO THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON THE CORNER OF RIDING ROAD AND PASHEN STREET UNDER THE LED ROAD SIGNS PROGRAM; AND URGENTLY DESIGN AND INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNALS AND UPGRADE THE INTERSECTION OF RIDING ROAD AND PASHEN STREET IN THE 2019-20 FINANCIAL YEAR, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


At that time, 8.40pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair. 

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. Mr Chair, item D, the petition requesting Council immediately reduce the speed limit on Riding Road, between Wynnum and Lytton Roads, Morningside, to 40 kilometres an hour; immediately install warning signs leading up to the pedestrian crossing on the corner of Riding Road and Pashen Street under the LED Road Signs program, and urgently design and install traffic lights and upgrade the intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street in the 2019-20 financial year. Mr Chair, here we are again. Back in March this year, I rose in this Chamber to support a petition that had close to 200 signatures.


That petition was very specific. It contained a request that Council undertake the investigation and design of traffic signals at this same intersection in the last financial year and that in the current financial year funding be provided to undertake that work. Mr Chair, this is on top of this intersection upgrade being listed in my ward budget certainly for the last two years that I’ve been here, and by the previous Councillor for Morningside, Councillor Sutton, since 2005. Mr Chair, we know that Riding Road and Pashen Street both function as major roads in the Council road hierarchy.


These roads also include usage by buses and heavy vehicles. It’s important to note that there are also a number of schools directly impacted by this proposed intersection upgrade including Morningside State School, St Peter and Paul’s, and Bulimba State School, all whom encourage Active School Travel and have participated previously in Council’s Active School Travel program. There are also a number of supervised crossings along Riding Road, including the one located next to this intersection at Pashen Street and Riding Road, which was the subject of a horrific accident involving two sisters, aged 10 and 12, in August this year—Jasmine and Layla.


Mr Chair, that accident was the catalyst for this further petition before us today. I’m aware that one of the sisters has written directly to the LORD MAYOR on the issue. I’ve also written to the LORD MAYOR on this issue on a number of occasions and to the previous Chair of Infrastructure, Councillor Cooper. Mr Chair, this intersection was also a key concern for residents in the Council‑run Move Safe report. There were not one, not two, not three, but six pieces of feedback, as well as comments in relation to this intersection. Many more regarding the streets in the immediate vicinity and the entire length of Riding Road.


I wanted to read some of those comments into the record again today. I did read them into the record in March, but I’m not sure they were heard at that time. So, I’m just going to read them in again. I quote, ‘no safe place to cross. Drivers turn across the crossing. Cars travel too fast’. Another, ‘people drive straight over the crossing not looking for people’. Another, ‘drivers turn across the crossing. Cars travel too fast’. Another, ‘very busy intersection at peak hour and school times. Dangerous queuing across intersection before crossing. Speeding common. Needs traffic lights’.


Another, ‘there is an existing pedestrian crossing, however, the visibility for cars to slow down is poor. Also, at the intersection of Pashen and Riding Road is extremely busy and makes it hard for cars to do a right-hand turn, which then also impacts the pedestrian crossing as drivers are concentrating on cars more than the crossing’, and finally, ‘cars often do not stop at this pedestrian crossing’. Mr Chair, as I’ve said, this request has been outstanding since 2005. This project has been listed as a priority for the Morningside Ward for 14 years. We know that this intersection has been previously assessed by Council and meets the established thresholds for signalisation.


We also know that there are significant safety concerns expressed by local residents. We know that between this petition today and previous petition earlier this year over 1,250 residents support this upgrade. Last time this matter was before the Chamber, my residents were told that their request was noted. This time, we have a commitment that the project will be listed on the 2021 budget, but no firm commitment of funding. We have seen the installation of the LED warning lights on the approach to the pedestrian crossing. I think that LORD MAYOR for acting quickly in the installation of those LED warning lights and to the Council officers who made that happen very quickly following the accident.


But there is no commitment for a further reduction in the speed limit on Riding Road which was also the subject of this petition. I fully support a further reduction of the speed limit to 40 kilometres an hour. As someone who uses Riding Road as a pedestrian almost every day, I want to see both pedestrian and cyclist safety improved through a further reduction in speed. I understand that the Speed Management Committee implemented a reduction on 5 September 2019 and when I was consulted on that reduction, which was prior to this most recent accident, I supported the reduction.


But in my view, just because it was recently reviewed is not a good enough reason to argue that there should not be a further review. As I just said, Mr Chair, that was before this most recent accident. This is an incredibly busy corridor which thousands of children navigate every day for school and also on weekends with hundreds of children also playing sport in Hawthorne Park. There have been at least six serious pedestrian crashes on Riding Road including a fatality in recent years. Just last weekend, we had another serious pedestrian accident on Pashen Street where two people were hospitalised. This brings the total accidents to seven in this precinct.


Mr Chair, my residents are frustrated. They want this intersection fixed and upgraded as a priority. We know that this is a dangerous intersection and my residents have been spurred into action, but they want Council to listen. Riding Road already has three school zones where speed limits are different from the rest of the road during those school zone periods. In my view, dropping to 40 kilometres an hour would stop any confusion, as well as boosting safety. Mr Chair, I’ve been in regular touch with the girls’ mother, Nat, who has committed to not resting until this intersection is upgraded.


This brave woman witnessed the accident and as soon as her girls had recovered she started her campaign to make sure that no one else had to go through the same ordeal. She door-knocked and called upon many local businesses and residents. You can see the outcome of that door-knocking and that community action today before us. Nat is a very strong woman who is focused on getting a good outcome for her community, but she has told me that her daughters continue to suffer nightmares as a result of the accident, one that was no fault of their own.


I want to thank Nat, Layla and Jasmine for their tireless work to prevent another family having to experience what they’ve been through since August, and to the broader community for rallying behind them and this petition. Mr Chair, budgets are all about priorities. The Council should be focused on providing the basic services ratepayers deserve. We need to cut back on waste and rorts, and start spending where ratepayers need it. Mr Chair, I cannot support this petition response today—this evening—because it does not go far enough. The last time a petition came here on this issue our concerns were noted.


This time we have made it onto the budget list, but that item has been sitting on the—certainly the local Councillor’s budget list—for many years. What we really need is a commitment of funds now and a further speed reduction. Mr Chair, only Patrick Condren and Labor have committed to that outcome. I ask the Mayor again tonight to make that same commitment to my local community.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor COOK. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. Thank you, Councillor COOK, for your contribution to this petition. You’ve answered some of the issues that were raised in the petition in your speech there. As you note, the LED road signs have been installed. You’ve also noted that there has been a speed reduction already on this road. I can only talk to the specifics of what was asked for in the petition. Those were a reduction in the speed to 40 kilometres an hour—as you’ve noted, there’s already been a reduction in the speed via the Speed Management Committee of which Council participates along with the Queensland Police Service and TMR (Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads) via an engineer’s assessment about what the suitable speed is.


So, that speed reduction has already been through that process. It doesn’t stop you as you’ve mentioned petitioning for a further reduction. You’re welcome to do so, but that reduction has already been recently undertaken. In regards to the petition request for the immediate installation of traffic signals in the 2019‑20 financial year, well as you’ve noted and you’re probably aware that would be an impossibility within the remainder of the current financial year budget, but that work has been listed for consideration in the 2021 budget.


But to request or suggest that it would be within a six month timeframe be able to—would be able to design and install traffic signals, I think most people in this place, while we share your passion for road safety and the safety of children on pedestrian crossings, I think we’re also realists to recognise that it takes more than six months to design and install traffic signals. So, I understand your position. I understand your passion for road safety which all of us share, but the reality is that two of the things that were asked for in this petition have been achieved, the speed reduction, installation of LED safety signs and a probably more sensible timeframe for consideration of the installation of traffic signals.


Mr Deputy Chair, thank you very much for the opportunity to respond to that. I should note that in the seven or eight weeks I’ve been in the Chair role, I’ve come in on the tail end of hard work by a lot of Council officers over the course of the year. I’d just like to thank everybody in Brisbane Infrastructure for their hard work and for welcoming me as the Chair over the last seven or eight weeks. Thanks to Jacqui, Jane and Lachlan, in particular, in my office. Have a Merry Christmas everybody. See you in the new year.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor McLACHLAN. 

We’ll now put Items A, B and C.
Clauses A, B and C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A, B and C of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Deputy Chair:
We will now put item D. 
Clause D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause D of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS and Steven TOOMEY.
NOES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor David McLachlan (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston, Angela Owen and Steven Toomey.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – MOGGILL ROAD AND COONAN STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE

433/2019-20

1.
Graham Nell, Program Director, Civil and Transport, Project Management, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Moggill Road and Coonan Street (Indooroopilly) intersection upgrade (the project). He provided the information below.

2.
A locality map showing the Moggill Road and Coonan Street intersection (the project site) and its surrounding area was shown to the Committee.

3.
Moggill Road and Coonan Street are two arterial roads linking the outer west and south-west suburbs of Brisbane. The existing roundabout at the project site experiences significant congestion during peak periods and has a high crash history with 32 crashes between 2013 and 2018. This includes 17 incidents requiring medical treatment and 10 incidents requiring hospitalisation. 

4.
A map of the existing road network, a table displaying the current traffic volumes and a map displaying crashes recorded in the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads’ WebCrash database between 2013 and 2018 for the project site were shown to the Committee.

5.
Over the past 10 years, a number of planning and concept design studies have been undertaken to investigate the Moggill Road and Coonan Street intersection. In 2015, Council acquired the land within the roundabout island for a future intersection upgrade. Concept designs and associated analysis were undertaken in 2019. 

6.
The objectives of the project are to:

-
improve safety for all road users

-
reduce traffic congestion

-
increase capacity to accommodate existing and future traffic demands

-
improve travel times

-
improve cycle and pedestrian connectivity.

7.
Council released two design options for community feedback in a project newsletter on 2 September 2019. The newsletter was distributed to households and businesses in Indooroopilly, Taringa, Chelmer, Graceville, Sherwood and Corinda. Following this, community information sessions were held at Indooroopilly Shopping Centre on 14 and 19 September 2019 with a total of 336 people attending. In addition, Council also conducted 24 stakeholder meetings directly with affected residents and key stakeholders.

8.
Site plans of the two proposed design options (Option A and Option B) for the project site were shown to the Committee.

9.
During community consultation, Council officers spoke to more than 400 people between September and October 2019. Council also received 80 emails and 16 phone calls providing feedback on the project. The feedback indicated overwhelming support for the roundabout to be upgraded, with 82% of written and verbal feedback supporting Option B to reduce congestion and improve safety, active transport connectivity and travel times for road users. Consultation with local stakeholders identified a strong desire to keep the left turn into Stamford Road from Moggill Road accessible. Option B was developed in direct response to community feedback with an amendment to retain the left turn movement into Stamford Road.

10.
A table was shown to the Committee detailing the topics of interest raised during community consultation since September 2019 from:

-
residents in Indooroopilly, Taringa and Chelmer

-
residents located in suburbs south of the Brisbane River (Graceville, Sherwood and Corinda) and outside the immediate area

-
local feedback and residents outside of Indooroopilly. 

11.
An amended site plan of Option B incorporating community feedback, along with a timeline of the next steps of the project, were shown to the Committee.

12.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Nell for his informative presentation.

13.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PROVIDE CLEAR SIGNAGE FOR TWO-HOUR PARKING CONTROL AREAS IN INNER CITY SUBURBS

CA19/722145

434/2019-20

14.
A petition from residents, requesting Council provide clear signage for two-hour parking control areas in inner city suburbs, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 6 August 2019, by former Councillor Amanda Cooper and received.

15.
The A/Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

16.
The petition contains eight signatures. The petitioners live in multiple suburbs across the City of Brisbane.

17.
The petitioners state that parking signage for the Brisbane Central Traffic Area (BCTA) is not effective and motorists are being unfairly fined for exceeding the two-hour parking restrictions throughout Brisbane’s inner-city suburbs. The petitioners are requesting additional signs to indicate the two-hour zone, stickers on existing signs to reinforce the limit and blue line markings to indicate the two-hour zones.

18.
The petitioners’ feedback about the signage for the BCTA has been noted. The BCTA was implemented in 1961 to manage the increasing and competing demands for the limited amount of on‑street parking spaces in the inner city. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a map of inner city parking areas. 

19.
Within the BCTA, motorists are permitted to park for a maximum of two hours on unsigned streets unless there are parking meters or signs showing otherwise. The two-hour limit applies on Monday to Friday from 7am to 6pm, and on Saturday from 7am to midday. This limit encourages turnover of a limited public resource and helps ensure that everyone has fair and reasonable access to parking as it is at a premium in inner city areas.

20.
In line with the requirements under the Queensland Government’s Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (TORUM), Council has installed official traffic signs at every road entry to the BCTA. Large boundary signs have been installed at all major entry points into the traffic area, with smaller boundary signs at each minor entry point into the traffic area, in accordance with the obligations imposed by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

21.
Following a recommendation from the Independent Parking Taskforce (the taskforce) established in 2014, Council conducted a trial of yellow high-visibility fingerboard signage in the Lang Park and Gabba Traffic Areas in late 2015. As part of the trial, Council undertook a survey of 2,011 people and from this, 63% thought the signs should be used in other traffic and parking control areas. As such, Council installed similar signs underneath existing street name signs throughout the Dutton Park Parking Control Area, St Lucia Traffic Area and the Queensland Tennis Centre Parking Area. This signage is information only, not regulatory. The signage was installed to make traffic areas clearer and more recognisable for motorists. 

22.
Council proposes to adopt a similar scheme for the BCTA. To respond to the petitioners’ request, Council will undertake an audit of all streets within the BCTA with a view to installing yellow fingerboard signage on all street signs for motorists’ information. Council will also investigate the installation of parking restriction signage on any streets that currently do not have signed restrictions in place. 

23.
Council has reviewed the petitioners’ request to add vinyl stickers to existing traffic area parking signs. All traffic signs installed in Brisbane must comply with the provisions of the TORUM and the MUTCD. The installation of adhesive stickers stating ‘All Area 2 Hour Zone unless otherwise signed’ to existing traffic signs is not supported by the TORUM or the MUTCD. Council therefore has no authority to implement this particular request and does not propose to do so at this time.

24.
While Council acknowledges the petitioners’ suggestion regarding colour coding kerb lines within the BCTA, the use and installation of coloured lines on roads is also regulated by the TORUM and the MUTCD. Blue lines are not an approved regulatory line marking colour in Queensland and Council is therefore unable to install blue lines in the manner suggested by the petitioners.  

25.
Detailed information on parking regulations in Brisbane is available on Council’s website at www.brisbane.qld.gov.au by searching ‘Where to park’. This resource was designed to assist motorists in planning future journeys. 

26.
Additionally, in November 2016, Council provided all households in Brisbane with a copy of a ‘Parking Guide to Brisbane’ brochure. Council is currently updating this brochure and its accompanying guide, and intends to again provide a copy of the brochure to Brisbane residents once the current update has been completed. A copy of the most recent version of the brochure and guide is available on Council’s website, as well as a copy of the taskforce report and recommendations, by searching ‘Brisbane Parking Taskforce’.

Consultation

27.
Councillor Vicki Howard, Councillor for Central Ward, and Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, have both been consulted and support the recommendation.


Customer impact
28.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

29.
The A/Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

30.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/722145

Thank you for your petition requesting Council provide clear signage for two-hour parking control areas in inner city suburbs.

Your feedback about the signage for the Brisbane Central Traffic Area (BCTA) has been noted. The BCTA was implemented in 1961 to manage the increasing and competing demands for the limited amount of on-street parking spaces in the inner city. 

Within the BCTA, motorists are permitted to park for a maximum of two hours on unsigned streets unless there are parking meters or signs showing otherwise. The two-hour limit applies on Monday to Friday from 7am to 6pm, and on Saturday from 7am to midday. This limit encourages turnover of a limited public resource and helps ensure that everyone has fair and reasonable access to parking as it is at a premium in inner city areas.

In line with the requirements under the Queensland Government’s Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 (TORUM), Council has installed official traffic signs at every road entry to the BCTA. Large boundary signs have been installed at all major entry points into the traffic area, with smaller boundary signs at each minor entry point into the traffic area, in accordance with the obligations imposed by the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

Following a recommendation from the Independent Parking Taskforce (the taskforce) established in 2014, Council conducted a trial of yellow high-visibility fingerboard signage in the Lang Park and Gabba Traffic Areas in late 2015. As part of the trial, Council undertook a survey of 2,011 people and from this, 63% thought the signs should be used in other traffic and parking control areas. As such, Council installed similar signs underneath existing street name signs throughout the Dutton Park Parking Control Area, St Lucia Traffic Area and the Queensland Tennis Centre Parking Area. This signage is information only, not regulatory. The signage was installed to make traffic areas clearer and more recognisable for motorists. 

Council proposes to adopt a similar scheme for the BCTA. To respond to the petitioners’ request, Council will undertake an audit of all streets within the BCTA with a view to installing yellow fingerboard signage on all street signs for motorists’ information. Council will also investigate the installation of parking restriction signage on any streets that currently do not have signed restrictions in place. 

Council has reviewed your request to add vinyl stickers to existing traffic area parking signs. All traffic signs installed in Brisbane must comply with the provisions of the TORUM and the MUTCD. The installation of adhesive stickers stating ‘All Area 2 Hour Zone unless otherwise signed’ to existing traffic signs is not supported by the TORUM or the MUTCD. Council therefore has no authority to implement this particular request and does not propose to do so at this time.

While Council acknowledges your suggestion regarding colour coding kerb lines within the BCTA, the use and installation of coloured lines on roads is also regulated by the TORUM and the MUTCD. Blue lines are not an approved regulatory line marking colour in Queensland and Council is therefore unable to install blue lines in the manner you have suggested.  
Detailed information on parking regulations in Brisbane is available on Council’s website at www.brisbane.qld.gov.au by searching ‘Where to park’. This resource was designed to assist motorists in planning future journeys. 

Additionally, in November 2016, Council provided all households in Brisbane with a copy of a ‘Parking Guide to Brisbane’ brochure. Council is currently updating this brochure and its accompanying guide, and intends to again provide a copy of the brochure to Brisbane residents once the current update has been completed. A copy of the most recent version of the brochure and guide is available on Council’s website, as well as a copy of the taskforce report and recommendations, by searching ‘Brisbane Parking Taskforce’. 

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kevin Chen, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ West, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 2019.
ADOPTED

C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL ALLOW A LEFT TURN ON RED LIGHT AT THE INTERSECTION OF STANTON ROAD AND WYNNUM ROAD, TINGALPA

CA19/983000
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31.
A petition from residents, requesting Council allow a left turn on a red light at the intersection of Stanton Road and Wynnum Road, Tingalpa, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 15 October 2019, by Councillor Lisa Atwood, and received.

32.
The A/Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

33.
The petition contains five signatures. Of the petitioners, three live in Doboy Ward and the remainder live in other wards of the City of Brisbane.

34.
The petitioners are frustrated with delays experienced at the intersection of Stanton Road and Wynnum Road and are requesting a left turn on a red light be permitted. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

35.
As part of Council’s Left Turn on Red (LTOR) project, an initial LTOR trial commenced on 19 November 2013 at five sites and this was expanded to 50 sites after the success of the initial trial. In 2018, the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) approved the extension of the LTOR trial to 31 December 2019. TMR conditioned that Council review and assess each LTOR trial site against the New South Wales Government’s Road and Maritime Services (RMS) Traffic Signal Design Appendix E ‑ Left Turn on Red guidelines.

36.
As part of the LTOR review, 31 sites did not meet one or more of the mandatory safety tests of the RMS guidelines. Therefore, the trial at these sites was finalised and the LTOR intersection treatments removed. In addition, two compliant trial sites were finalised as part of roadwork upgrade projects. There are currently 17 LTOR sites which are compliant to the RMS guidelines.

37.
As the trial is ongoing, TMR is yet to adopt LTOR as an official treatment under the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices in Queensland. Based on the findings so far, it is possible that at the end of the trial, there is insufficient data to support formalising LTOR treatments in Queensland. Such an outcome may result in TMR removing all remaining LTOR sites and ceasing with this treatment by the end of 2019.  

38.
A review of the proposed site at Stanton Road and Wynnum Road shows that this site does not meet at least one of the mandatory RMS tests, where the LTOR crosses a cycleway or shared pathway.  The failure of any mandatory test of the RMS guidelines would therefore rule the site ineligible for consideration of LTOR. As such, Council is unable to consider LTOR at the intersection of Stanton Road and Wynnum Road. 

Consultation

39.
Councillor Lisa Atwood, Councillor for Doboy Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
40.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

41.
The A/Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

42.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/983000
Thank you for your petition requesting Council allow a left turn on a red light at the intersection of Stanton Road and Wynnum Road, Tingalpa. 

As part of Council’s Left Turn on Red (LTOR) project, an initial LTOR trial commenced on 19 November 2013 at five sites and this was expanded to 50 sites after the success of the initial trial. In 2018, the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) approved the extension of the LTOR trial to 31 December 2019. TMR conditioned that Council review and assess each LTOR trial site against the New South Wales Government’s Road and Maritime Services (RMS) Traffic Signal Design Appendix E ‑ Left Turn on Red guidelines.

As part of the LTOR review, 31 sites did not meet one or more of the mandatory safety tests of the RMS guidelines. Therefore, the trial at these sites was finalised and the LTOR intersection treatments removed. In addition, two compliant trial sites were finalised as part of roadwork upgrade projects. There are currently 17 LTOR sites which are compliant to the RMS Guidelines.

As the trial is ongoing, TMR is yet to adopt LTOR as an official treatment under the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices in Queensland. Based on the findings so far, it is possible that at the end of the trial, there is insufficient data to support formalising LTOR treatments in Queensland. Such an outcome may result in TMR removing all remaining LTOR sites and ceasing with this treatment by the end 2019.  

Your request for an LTOR is acknowledged, however, a review of the proposed site at Stanton Road and Wynnum Road shows that this site does not meet at least one of the mandatory RMS tests, where the LTOR crosses a cycleway or shared pathway. The failure of any mandatory test of the RMS guidelines would therefore rule the site ineligible for consideration of LTOR. As such, Council is unable to consider LTOR at the intersection of Stanton Road and Wynnum Road.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr David Kroning, Traffic Network Manager, Congestion Reduction Unit, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 8916.
ADOPTED

D
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL IMMEDIATELY REDUCE THE SPEED LIMIT ON RIDING ROAD (BETWEEN WYNNUM AND LYTTON ROADS), MORNINGSIDE, TO 40 KM/H; IMMEDIATELY INSTALL WARNING SIGNS LEADING UP TO THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING ON THE CORNER OF RIDING ROAD AND PASHEN STREET UNDER THE LED ROAD SIGNS PROGRAM; AND URGENTLY DESIGN AND INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNALS AND UPGRADE THE INTERSECTION OF RIDING ROAD AND PASHEN STREET IN THE 2019-20 FINANCIAL YEAR

CA19/986256 and CA19/998816

436/2019-20

43.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council immediately reduce the speed limit on Riding Road (between Wynnum and Lytton Roads), Morningside, to 40 km/h; immediately install warning signs leading up to the pedestrian crossing on the corner of Riding Road and Pashen Street under the LED Road Signs program; and urgently design and install traffic signals and upgrade the intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street in the 2019-20 financial year, were presented to the meeting of Council held on 15 October 2019, by Councillor Kara Cook, and received.

44.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

45.
The first petition (CA19/986256) contains 638 signatures. Of the petitioners, 598 live in various suburbs of the City of Brisbane and 40 live outside the City of Brisbane. The second petition (CA19/998816) contains 417 signatures. Of the petitioners, 407 live in various suburbs of the City of Brisbane and 10 live outside the City of Brisbane.

46.
The petitioners have raised concerns about pedestrian safety following a car accident involving two children on the zebra pedestrian crossing on 22 August 2019. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

47.
Any traffic crash on Brisbane roads is extremely regrettable and Council works closely with the Queensland Police Service (QPS) to ensure any identified safety risks are mitigated. While it would not be appropriate for Council to pre-empt the QPS investigation of any accident, Council will always assist the QPS where required and seek to implement any recommendations which are made.

48.
Council has reviewed the most recent data from the official Queensland Government crash history for the intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street. Between April 2009 and April 2019, there was one recorded pedestrian crash as a result of poor driver behaviour. 

49.
Council takes road safety very seriously which is why the Move Safe Brisbane – Pedestrian Safety Review (Move Safe Brisbane) was undertaken to identify where residents would like to see safety improvements across Brisbane. One of the outcomes from Move Safe Brisbane was to review the speed limit of Riding Road, between Lytton and Wynnum Roads. The speed limit review recommended a reduction to 50 km/h and this change was endorsed by the Speed Management Committee (SMC) and subsequently implemented on 5 September 2019. The SMC has representatives from the QPS, Department of Transport and Main Roads and Council.

50.
As the speed limit review recommended a speed limit of 50 km/h, rather than 40 km/h, Council does not propose to conduct another speed limit review at this time. 

51.
Council installed flashing LED warning signs on either approach to the pedestrian crossing on 18 November 2019. These signs will help to raise the awareness of the zebra crossing to approaching motorists. While zebra crossings give priority to pedestrians over vehicles, it is important that pedestrians ensure drivers have seen them and are stopped or in the process of stopping before they enter the roadway. Failing to give way is a driver behaviour issue and can be mitigated through regular enforcement by the QPS via Policelink on 131 444.

52.
The intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street has been listed for the installation of traffic signals and this will be considered as part of Council’s 2020-21 budget. As there is a high demand for traffic signal upgrades across the city, all locations must be ranked and prioritised accordingly.

Consultation

53.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
54.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

55.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Steve Griffiths and Nicole Johnston dissenting.

56.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA19/986256 and CA19/998816
Thank you for your petitions requesting Council immediately reduce the speed limit on Riding Road (between Wynnum and Lytton Roads), Morningside, to 40 km/h; immediately install warning signs leading up to the pedestrian crossing on the corner of Riding Road and Pashen Street under the LED Road Signs program; and urgently design and install traffic signals and upgrade the intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street in the 2019-20 financial year. 

Any traffic crash on Brisbane roads is extremely regrettable and Council works closely with the Queensland Police Service (QPS) to ensure any identified safety risks are mitigated. While it would not be appropriate for Council to pre-empt the QPS investigation of any accident, Council will always assist the QPS where required and seek to implement any recommendations which are made.

Council has reviewed the most recent data from the official Queensland Government crash history for the intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street. Between April 2009 and April 2019, there was one recorded pedestrian crash as a result of poor driver behaviour. 

Council takes road safety very seriously which is why the Move Safe Brisbane – Pedestrian Safety Review (Move Safe Brisbane) was undertaken to identify where residents would like to see safety improvements across Brisbane. One of the outcomes from Move Safe Brisbane was to review the speed limit of Riding Road, between Lytton and Wynnum Roads. The speed limit review recommended a reduction to 50 km/h and this change was endorsed by the Speed Management Committee (SMC) and subsequently implemented on 5 September 2019. The SMC has representatives from the QPS, Department of Transport and Main Roads and Council.

As the speed limit review recommended a speed limit of 50 km/h, rather than 40 km/h, Council does not propose to conduct another speed limit review at this time. 
Council installed flashing LED warning signs on either approach to the pedestrian crossing on 18 November 2019. These signs will help to raise the awareness of the zebra crossing to approaching motorists. While zebra crossings give priority to pedestrians over vehicles, it is important that pedestrians ensure drivers have seen them and are stopped or in the process of stopping before they enter the roadway. Failing to give way is a driver behaviour issue and can be mitigated through regular enforcement by the QPS via Policelink on 131 444.

The intersection of Riding Road and Pashen Street has been listed for the installation of traffic signals and this will be considered as part of Council’s 2020-21 budget. As there is a high demand for traffic signal upgrades across the city, all locations must be ranked and prioritised accordingly.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr David Clarke, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ East, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 5601.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor James MACKAY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Deputy Chair. Before I get to the Committee report, I just want to take a moment to thank the fantastic staff that I have in Development Services and also in the City Planning part of my portfolio. Mr Chairman, I have the great pleasure of working with some fantastic Council officers in my time in this place. I want to thank the Divisional Manager, Andrea Kenafake.


I also want to thank Marcus Mulholland, who is the Manager for Development Services and has one of the most difficult jobs, along with all of his officers in that part of Council, going through the various development applications, requests for change, building approvals, operational works, on a whole range of other approvals, Mr Chairman, going through those and assessing them against City Plan, against the State planning regulations, Mr Chairman, but also taking on board the feedback and views of the community and trying to balance the various needs of the communities, but also the regulations and the frameworks that we work within.


I know that they do a fantastic job making those decisions and trying to balance that every day of the week. While it’s easy for some people to stand up and criticise those officers, Mr Chairman, they turn up every day at work trying to make the best decisions possible for the residents of Brisbane and for this Council. I also want to thank and acknowledge, Mr Chairman, Dy Currie, and the fantastic team that she leads in Council. It has been a huge year when it comes to the planning section of Council, Mr Chairman. So, eight neighbourhood plans, six renewal strategies, we launched the Better Suburbs initiative.


We’ve done 12 major amendments to City Plan, three minor amendments to City Plan, five temporary local planning instruments. We’ve had six Brisbane canvas artworks completed. We’ve maintained hundreds of pieces of public art. We delivered Botanica again, Mr Chairman, with 31,000 visitors supporting 26 local and international artists. We’ve delivered seven Village Precinct projects, eight City of Lights projects. We’ve also started the Design-led City and Design Strategy for Brisbane document, gone out to consultation, got the feedback, finalised that document.


We’ve done a low-medium density design guide. We’ve also done a character housing design guide as well, Mr Chairman, and been out for consultation that not only looks at protecting Queenslanders, but also, Mr Chairman, looks at protecting a range of other traditional building types that we have in this city including Spanish bungalows—or El Bungalow Espanola which we figured out the other day what it would mean in Spanish, Mr Chairman.


We also, Mr Chairman, have done a lot of work around the Brisbane’s Future Blueprint actions and requirements in that regard, Mr Chairman, and continue to deliver on this Administration’s strong track record of listening to the residents of Brisbane, responding to their concerns, Mr Chairman, and then implementing those outcomes, Mr Chairman, and making sure that we’re trying to get the planning settings right for the city. So, I want to thank the managers that I’ve mentioned, but in particular all of the staff that sit below them because they do the hard work, Mr Chairman.


As I’ve said at a number of planning events that I’ve been at where I’ve been speaking, it is not just the LORD MAYOR and myself who get to announce the fantastic policies and the projects that we’re doing, but it is the dedication and the hard work from the Council officers whether they are in the arts part of the planning team, Mr Chairman, whether they’re in the heritage section, whether they are in the strategy and planning section, Mr Chairman, or whether they are in Development Services itself, they are doing the hard work. They are doing the fantastic work for our Council and for our communities across the whole of the city.


Speaking of which, we had a presentation at Committee last week, Mr Chairman, on the City Reach Waterfront Master Plan. This is another one of those documents that this Council has undertaken to go out and seek consultation and feedback from the residents of Brisbane and from businesses for this important part of the city. I’ve spoken in the Council Chamber about this document so, I’m not going to talk at length about it, but I want to thank the Council officers. This is a really exciting opportunity to revitalise an important link in our CBD when it comes to connecting to the river. We put forward some ideas and will be out for consultation now. We look forward to the feedback from people. Finally, there are three petitions, Mr Chairman, I’m happy to have those debated in the Chamber.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor BOURKE. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Seriatim - Clause D
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause D, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL CONDUCT BROADER COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS ON THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Deputy Chair:
Thank you.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. This is a petition that was tabled alongside—well there’s two petitions here, but this was—this is being dealt with together alongside another petition from Deagon residents opposing zoning changes in total well over 1,000 signatures from my community. This one has 564 on it together which is more than the submissions received on the Sandgate District neighbourhood plan itself which should tell you something about the process. That neighbourhood planning process under the LNP is an absolute disgrace. We’ve seen it right across Brisbane.


The most recent example, of course, is right in my community in Sandgate with the first stage of the Sandgate District neighbourhood plan now out there, no longer for consultation. That’s exactly what this petition was about. That process was far, far too short. The LORD MAYOR could afford to send personally addressed direct mail letters when a community stood up and fought back, but he couldn’t afford to tell affected residents about their properties being rezoned, Chair.

Deputy Chair:
One moment, Councillor CASSIDY. 
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The Chair then advised the Chamber that as it was nearing 9pm, the meeting would automatically stand adjourned unless it was agreed to continue the sitting. The Chair put the question of whether it was the will of Council that the meeting continue past 9pm, and the Chamber voted in favour of the continuation of the meeting until all business had been completed.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thanks, Chair. So, we have a situation where the LORD MAYOR found the money in the budget to send personally addressed direct mail letters to people, but couldn’t afford those same people that courtesy when he was proposing massive zoning changes on their properties. So, what we’ve seen is this LNP Council’s idea of consultation is dumping a 24 page document on the Council website and expecting local residents with what you’d expect is a fairly basic understanding of planning to fully grasp hidden messages.


How are local residents supposed to know that superficial words like—and I quote from the document, ‘designed to complement the existing streetscape with a setback above the second storey and transition to adjoining to character residential’, means six storey apartment blocks all throughout Sandgate. That was not explained to anyone properly. Not to mention, Chair, trying to sneak through a rezoning in Deagon and releasing that draft strategy. All Council did was put a sign at the Deagon train station, but not say anything on that about the proposed changes. It’s an absolute joke, but unfortunately, no one is laughing LORD MAYOR.


Now disappointingly, the LORD MAYOR told a packed crowd at the Sandgate Town Hall that the consultation on the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan was just fine. It was fine and dandy. He then went on to say, when challenged about that, that if local residents wanted it any better it was up to them to just do it themselves. Well, unfortunately, this is the attitude that locals have come to expect from this LORD MAYOR and this out of touch LNP Council. Consultation is much more than sending a single page flyer asking people to troll through Council’s website and find a document that is full of vagaries.


Now, when it comes to that letter that was sent out by the LORD MAYOR after the community did its own consultation in lieu of Council, we had a situation where Team Schrinner went out there claiming to have campaigned against the plan that Team Schrinner had put out a number of weeks earlier and had some great political win over itself. People are rightly a little confused about that messaging out there, Chair. So, a community shouldn’t have to carry out this consultation on their own behalf, but I am very, very glad to live in a community that has done just that. Perhaps those residents should get a rates discount for doing that work for Council.


For this LORD MAYOR to say this process of consultation has been a success is galling, Chair, but I’ll tell you what is even more galling was to sit in this Chamber earlier and listen to the LORD MAYOR show faux outrage about people’s families being dragged through the mud for political point scoring. It has been particularly galling to have my pregnant sister dragged through the mud to try and score cheap political points by Team Schrinner in this process. What exactly those individuals on Team Schrinner are trying to suggest I’m not 100% sure, Chair.


But what is for sure and certain is that Team Schrinner will stop at nothing to cover for their despicable attempt at sneaking through major changes in this neighbourhood plan. Now earlier on I stood up and said, yes my community does need a renewed Sandgate neighbourhood plan, but I didn’t for one second think that we would have such a hollow process of consultation and such a poor outcome even in this very first stage of the neighbourhood plan. God knows, Chair, what would have happened if we didn’t have such an engaged community where I live in my ward.


So, I won’t be supporting the response to this petition as set out here in the papers which basically says to my community, oh that was just our first salvo. That was the first go. You’ll have another opportunity after the next Council election to come back and see what we really want for your community. Well that’s not good enough. I’m not going to take this lying down.

Deputy Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Mr Chairman. Just give me a moment. I’m just trying to find the letter from Councillor CASSIDY saying that he wanted the consultation period extended. That’s right, I can’t find it, Mr Chairman, because it doesn’t exist because such is the great outrage from Councillor CASSIDY on this issue that, did he put pen to paper to express his desires and wish to the Planning Chairman saying that during the consultation period, Councillor BOURKE, do you think we could possibly—do you think that you could see an extension to the consultation period. No. No, he didn’t, Mr Chairman, because again like we continue to see so often when it comes to the Australian Labor Party, is all about the politics.


It’s all about the politics over the actual people that they represent and more broadly the people of the City of Brisbane. Because how do you spell hypocrisy, Mr Chairman, it’s A-L-P. Because they are the party—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
That’s not a factual statement, Mr Deputy Chairman. I believe that allegation should be withdrawn as it’s not a factual statement.

Councillors interjecting.
Deputy Chair:
Councillors there’s a bit of noise going on. I think we can tone it down a little bit. 

Councillor BOURKE, please continue.

Councillor BOURKE:
I might be a little bit dyslexic, Mr Chairman.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order—I’m sorry, Mr Deputy Chairman, but earlier today the Chair of Council has said that factual statements can be points of order and they have to be withdrawn. The LORD MAYOR did that earlier today. Now Councillor BOURKE stood up and said hypocrisy is spelled A-L-P. That is factually untrue. Now, I would appreciate it if you would clarify whether your ruling is the same as Councillor WINES’, that factual statements must be withdrawn if they’re not factual.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, please—

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. As I was saying—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Mr Deputy Chairman, point of order.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
You have an obligation to make a ruling under the Meetings Local Law and the precedent was set very clearly by Councillor WINES earlier today based on the LORD MAYOR’s statements to the Chair of Council. Clearly, factual—well they don’t have to be factual I guess, that’s the issue—so, either there is such a ruling or there’s not. I would appreciate your clarity as the acting Chair of Council.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor JOHNSTON. I believe that at this point in time and this hour of the evening your intention is to waste time and I would rather much prefer Councillor BOURKE finish off his report so that we can continue the meeting. Thank you. 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman. In fact, it is my obligation under the Meetings Local Law to draw to your attention matters of disorderly conduct in this place. Based on the LORD MAYOR’s precedent he set today by saying he wanted a non-factual statement withdrawn, the DEPUTY MAYOR of this Council—the Chairman of this Council said that non-factual statements had to be withdrawn. Now, either it is a rule in this place that is applied or it’s not. I am seeking your ruling as the Chair of Council, not your personal abuse, innuendo and inappropriate comment, I am seeking a ruling as I’m entitled to under the Meetings Local Law and based on the precedent set by the LORD MAYOR, I expect it to be a similar decision by you.

Deputy Chair:
In that case, Councillor JOHNSTON, I do not uphold your point of order.

Councillor BOURKE, please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Councillor SCHRINNER:
Point of order. I can assist both yourself and Councillor JOHNSTON because I know exactly what I said. I said it was factually incorrect and potentially defamatory is what I said. That is the key there.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, LORD MAYOR.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yeah, I move dissent in your ruling.
The dissent motion lapsed for want of a seconder.

Deputy Chair:
Right, thank you. As there is no seconder we’ll continue on. 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Neighbourhood plans, Mr Chairman. So, we know that the Labor Party from day one have never supported neighbourhood planning in the city. We know as a fact—we know as a fact that they actually tried to subvert the process in the joint Council days to make neighbourhood planning fail, Mr Chairman, because they saw the opportunity, the political opportunity, Mr Chairman. They decided to take it. Since then, they have been cast into this ongoing position to never support and never be a part of the neighbourhood planning process other than to throw stones, Mr Chairman and to try to attack the process.


On this side of the Chamber, we have continued to engage with the residents of Brisbane. We have listened to their views and we respond, Mr Chairman, in kind. We do that through our neighbourhood planning process. We’ve done it through our Better Brisbane—the Brisbane’s Future Blueprint process—Mr Chairman, and through Plan your Brisbane. We have continued to listen and we have continued to engage. It’s no different with the process that’s undergoing at Sandgate to Bracken Ridge, to Eight Mile Plains, Mr Chairman, and the one that’s being undertaken in Moorooka, Salisbury and Nathan, Mr Chairman.


It goes above and beyond our statutory requirements when it comes to planning set down by the State Government. We have this draft strategy—draft renewal strategy process that is part of our neighbourhood planning process, Mr Chairman, which you do not have to do if you are following strictly to the State Government’s guidelines when it comes to doing neighbourhood plans, Mr Chairman. We go out and we do extra consultation. We sent out 9,000 brochures when we announced the neighbourhood plan. We sent out 9,000 brochures, Mr Chairman, to the community out there when we went out with the draft strategy.


We did two public community information sessions, Mr Chairman. We put up other information around the community. We had social media. There were media stories on it as well, Mr Chairman. Did Councillor CASSIDY send out a flyer to his community to say, hey this is happening? I know when I had a neighbourhood plan in the Centenary suburbs, I sent out two flyers saying to residents going, hey have your opportunity.

Councillors interjecting.
Councillor BOURKE:
Hit a nerve there. I sent out flyers to my community saying, hey have your say. Hey, be a part of this process, Mr Chairman. So, it’s alright for the Labor Party to stand up here and throw stones because that’s what they do. Because it’s all about the politics, Mr Chairman, and not about the outcomes for the residents of Brisbane. Time and time again they are being—showing that that is what drives them. That is what their passion is, is playing the politics rather than actually doing the work that they have to do for the residents of Brisbane.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor BOURKE. 

We will now put the resolution for items A, B and C. 
Clauses A, B and C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A, B and C of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Deputy Chair:
We will now do item D. 
Clause D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause D of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 17 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS and Steven TOOMEY.
NOES: 4 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, James Mackay, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CITY REACH WATERFRONT MASTER PLAN

438/2019-20

1.
Sean Cullen, Neighbourhood Planning and Urban Renewal Manager, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on the draft City Reach Waterfront Master Plan (the draft Master Plan). He provided the information below.

2.
The draft Master Plan is an action from the Brisbane City Centre Master Plan 2014 and incorporates the waterfront area between the City Botanic Gardens and Howard Smith Wharves. This waterfront area has also been identified as a global precinct. A map from the Brisbane City Centre Master Plan 2014 showing popular destinations, including the City Reach Waterfront area, was shown to the Committee. 

3.
Different Council strategies are incorporated into the draft Master Plan including the River’s Edge Strategy 2013, River Access Network 2017 and River Art Framework 2018. Pictures of proposed river hubs and current river art were shown to the Committee. 

4.
The draft Master Plan approach includes the following:  


-
Part 1 – Connection to the waterfront



-
public survey



-
guiding principles


-
Part 2 – City Reach today



-
qualities of great waterfronts



-
opportunities to plan


-
Part 3 – City Reach tomorrow



-
vision



-
concept and section guidance



-
next steps.

5.
Brisbane has grown up around the City Reach Waterfront, from its early role as a maritime centre to the important professional services and lifestyle centre of today. The draft Master Plan will set a common vision for the waterfront to guide development and infrastructure delivery so that the whole precinct benefits from new investment. The following principles will guide the draft Master Plan process:


-
an accessible precinct


-
a destination precinct


-
a unified precinct. 

6.
As part of the draft Master Plan, 22 benchmark waterfronts from around the world were reviewed to identify key qualities. The key qualities identified included generous, connected, engaging, adaptable, consistent and comfortable. 

7.
Comments received as part of the community survey in 2018 were shown to the Committee. A map and photos of the current promenade pathway and a graph showing weekday and weekend activity for businesses in the area were shown to the Committee. 

8.
As part of the draft Master Plan, City Reach Waterfront improvements will include: 


-
a promenade shared space


-
engaging public space


-
river access


-
materials and landscaping. 

9.
The draft Master Plan vision is that the City Reach is Brisbane’s showcase waterfront: generous in width; seamlessly connected to its surroundings; adaptive to its environment; defined by a variety of activities and opportunities to engage with the river; shaded and comfortable and unified by a consistent approach to design.

10.
Three sections of the City Reach Waterfront promenade include the Port Office, Customs House and Admiralty sections. The next steps of the draft Master Plan include:


-
delivery of a pedestrian bridge at Kangaroo Point 


-
the redevelopment of Eagle Street Pier


-
the delivery of river access network infrastructure 


-
the upgrade of Admiralty Park and Customs House Park. 

11.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Cullen for his informative presentation.

12.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL NOT PROCEED WITH THE HERITAGE LISTING OF ST JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH AT 58 TO 62A ENOGGERA ROAD, NEWMARKET



CA19/709751

439/2019-20

13.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council not proceed with the heritage listing of St James Anglican Church at 58 to 62A Enoggera Road, Newmarket, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 30 July 2019, by Councillor Vicki Howard, on behalf of Councillor Andrew Wines, and received. 

14.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

15.
The petition contains 53 signatures. 

16.
The petition requests that Council not proceed with the proposed inclusion of St James Anglican Church at 58 to 62A Enoggera Road, Newmarket (the property), in the Heritage overlay in Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) as part of the Major amendment to City Plan – Package F (the amendment). 

17.
At the same Council meeting of 30 July 2019, Council considered the consultation report to the amendment and resolved to progress the amendment package to the Queensland Government for a final State interest review and approval to adopt. Subsequently, at the meeting of 19 November 2019, Council formally adopted the amendment.

18.
The petitioners acknowledge that the property has significance to the local Anglican community and its desire to maintain the property as an important place for both local Anglicans and the wider community. However, the petitioners believe the proposed heritage listing will impose restrictions on their ability to maintain and upgrade the buildings due to the need for considerable repairs. The petitioners are concerned that the heritage listing will limit the St James Anglican Church’s plans to optimise the use of its facilities so that they do not become derelict.

19.
The same information in the petition was also provided by the head petitioner as a submission during the public notification period of the draft citywide amendment. Although received after the submission period, the submission was carefully considered as part of the consultation report, and the subsequent recommendation was that no change was required. The response to the submission read as follows.

-
Heritage listing does not compel owners to restore buildings to their original condition or obligate owners to preserve places in their current state. Maintenance and upkeep to heritage buildings is a necessary and accepted practice, and work of this nature does not normally require development approval. The types of repairs and upgrades outlined by the submitter are generally accepted as reasonable and acceptable in the conservation of heritage places and would form part of Conservation Management Plan for the place.

-
It is noted that the submitter agrees with the statements expressed under criteria (g) and (h) identifying the social significance that the place has served to the local St James Anglican community as well as the special historical importance to the Anglican Church since 1921.

20.
The property was investigated for its potential cultural heritage significance following receipt of a public nomination to list the site as a local heritage place. The investigation concluded that the site met four of the cultural heritage criteria necessary for a site to be listed as a local heritage place. Council’s independent Heritage Advisory Committee supported the heritage listing and the site was proposed for inclusion in the Heritage overlay of City Plan.

Consultation

21.
Councillor Andrew Wines, Councillor for Enoggera Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

22.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Jonathan Sri abstaining. 

23.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Information to be provided to the head petitioner

At Council’s meeting of 30 July 2019, Council considered the consultation report for the Major amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) – Package F (the amendment). Council approved the amendment package, including the addition of St James Anglican Church at 58 to 62A Enoggera Road, Newmarket, to the Heritage overlay in City Plan. The amendment package has been submitted to the Queensland Government for a final State interest review and approval for adoption by Council. Subsequently, at the meeting of 19 November 2019, Council formally adopted the amendment.

The site is considered to meet four of the cultural heritage criteria necessary for a property to be included as a local heritage place. Council’s independent Heritage Advisory Committee provided advice that the property meets the required thresholds for the criteria and that the statement of significance is appropriate.

It is noted that in your submission on the amendment, you agree with the statements expressed under criteria (g) and (h) that identify the social significance the St James Anglican Church has served to the local Anglican community, as well as the special historical importance to the Anglican Church since 1921.

The intent of heritage listing a property is about managing change to that place. Owners are not required to restore buildings to their original condition or to preserve them in their current state by retaining every component or attribute of a place without upkeep or alteration. Routine maintenance is encouraged, as this will help to keep the buildings and property in good condition and does not require specific development approval. Council recognises that some change is often required to ensure that heritage places provide comfortable and contemporary standards.

Sympathetic alterations and additions as part of the adaptive reuse and upgrade of heritage places is a widely-recognised and common conservation practice that allows for places to evolve within changing needs. The types of repairs and upgrades outlined by your submission are generally accepted as reasonable and would form part of a Conservation Management Plan for the place.

Owners of heritage places in Brisbane are able to access grants under Council’s award‑winning Heritage Incentives Scheme to assist with repairs, restoration and conservation of heritage places. Not‑for-profit organisations are eligible for grants up to 40% of the cost of conservation work, capped at a maximum of $15,000 over any two-year period.

ADOPTED

C
PETITION – OBJECTING TO A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT 6 PARKER STREET, NEWMARKET (APPLICATION REFERENCE A005154357)



CA19/722427

440/2019-20

24.
A petition from residents, objecting to a proposed development at 6 Parker Street, Newmarket (application reference A005154357), was presented to the meeting of Council held on 6 August 2019 by Councillor Peter Matic, on behalf of Councillor Andrew Wines, and received. 

25.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

26. 
The petition contains 53 signatures. 

27.
The petitioners object to a proposal for an extension to a rooming accommodation (student accommodation) use of the premises at 6 Parker Street, Newmarket (application reference A005154357). The petitioners’ concerns include the following.

-
The current and proposed future use for the building is not consistent with the intent for the area which is zoned Low-medium density residential.

-
The premises is not close enough to the QUT Kelvin Grove Campus to be deemed student accommodation, and it will not be used exclusively for student accommodation, both now and in the future.

-
The proposed increase from 32 to 60 rooms, especially for such a small complex, is unwarranted and unacceptable.

-
There will be an increase in traffic due to the high-density occupant proposal as well as the loss of on-street parking due to insufficient parking facilities on the premises.

-
Council has an obligation to residents and ratepayers to uphold its building codes and protect local residents, their properties and their families from non-compliant developments.

28.
The development application for an extension to a rooming accommodation (student accommodation) use of the subject site was lodged with Council on 19 March 2019 and was properly made on 11 April 2019. The extension seeks to increase the number of rooms within the rooming accommodation use of the premises from 32 to 60 rooms. The subject site is understood to have been used as a hostel/boarding house since 1969.

29.
The subject site is located within the Ashgrove—Grange district neighbourhood plan area but is not in a particular precinct. The subject site is in the Low-medium density residential (2 or 3 storey mix) zone of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) and has frontages on both Parker Street and Enoggera Road. The site is adjoined by dwelling houses on the northern and eastern boundaries, with vehicle access provided from Parker Street to the south. The site is located approximately 220 metres south of Newmarket Village, and approximately 1.6 kilometres north of the QUT Kelvin Grove Campus.

30.
The application is currently under assessment by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, against the requirements of City Plan and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act). The application is impact assessable and public notification was carried out in accordance with the Act from 5 July 2019 to 26 July 2019. A total of 30 submissions have been received, 22 of which were properly made. The head petitioner is a formal submitter and will have appeal rights against any future decision on the application within the Planning and Environment Court. 

31.
The application is currently in Part 5 (decision) of the assessment process under the Development Assessment Rules under the Act, however, the applicant provided a notice on 17 September 2019 to stop the current period until 31 March 2020 to allow additional time to negotiate a number of outstanding matters with Council. 

Consultation

32.
Councillor Andrew Wines, Councillor for Enoggera Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

33.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Kara Cook and Jonathan Sri abstaining. 

34.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder. 

Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

The development application for an extension to a rooming accommodation (student accommodation) use of the premises at 6 Parker Street, Newmarket, was lodged with Council on 19 March 2019 and was properly made on 11 April 2019. The extension seeks to increase the number of rooms within the rooming accommodation use of the premises from 32 to 60 rooms. The subject site is understood to have been used as a hostel/boarding house since 1969.

The subject site is located within the Ashgrove—Grange district neighbourhood plan area but is not in a precinct. The subject site is in the Low-medium density residential (2 or 3 storey mix) zone of Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan).

The application is currently under assessment by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, against the requirements of City Plan and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act). The application is impact assessable and public notification was carried out in accordance with the Act from 5 July 2019 to 26 July 2019. A total of 30 submissions have been received, 22 of which were properly made. Submitters who provided a properly made submission will have appeal rights against any future decision on the application within the Planning and Environment Court. 

The application is currently in Part 5 (decision) of the assessment process under the Development Assessment Rules under the Act, however, the applicant provided a notice on 17 September 2019 to stop the current period until 31 March 2020 to allow additional time to negotiate a number of outstanding matters with Council. 

ADOPTED

D
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL CONDUCT BROADER COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS ON THE SANDGATE DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN DRAFT STRATEGY



CA19/1067301 and CA19/1077306

441/2019-20

35.
Two petitions from residents, requesting Council conduct broader community discussions on the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 5 November 2019, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, and received. 

36.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

37.
The petitions contain a total of 564 signatures. 

38.
The petitioners express concerns in relation to four specific actions included in the draft strategy that was released for public consultation in October 2019, and request that broader community consultation be undertaken.

39.
In February 2019, Council supported the preparation of an update of the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan). This decision was in response to a previous petition that called on Council to refresh the existing neighbourhood plan due to the apparent decline of the Sandgate town centre.

40.
The study area for the neighbourhood plan is slightly smaller than the existing neighbourhood plan area as it excludes the suburb of Brighton, a low-growth, predominantly low density residential area. The revision of the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan has focused consultation efforts and activities with the community in the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon and Shorncliffe to consider how they may change and grow in the future.   

41.
A key stage of Council’s neighbourhood planning process is to prepare and receive community feedback on a draft strategy document, which then guides the preparation of the draft neighbourhood plan. A draft strategy combines initial community input, including online survey responses and insights from a Community Planning Team, with the findings of background research and technical studies undertaken by Council. The intent of a draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the study area to inform an amendment to City Plan.

42.
The Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy was released for community feedback from 8 October 2019 to 4 November 2019 (20 business days). The focus of the petitions is specific to the following four actions proposed in the draft strategy.


-
Strategy 1.3 Encourage housing choice for people at all stages of life. 

-
Action 1.3.2 In Sandgate centre Area A allow for a mix of commercial and residential development up to six storeys, while maintaining the appearance of the streetscape along Brighton Road through ground floor retail and dining and upper storey setbacks.

-
Strategy 2.1 Encourage the growth and vibrancy of the Sandgate centre. 

-
Action 2.1.1 Investigate opportunities to increase building heights from four to six storeys in selected locations within the Sandgate centre to encourage development and new business.

-
Strategy 2.2 Make it easier to get to the Sandgate centre.

-
Action 2.2.1 Investigate developing Third Avenue into a pedestrian and cycle‑friendly street to encourage movement of visitors from the foreshore to the Sandgate centre.

-
Strategy 3.4 Improve walking and cycling opportunities throughout the area. 

-
Action 3.4.1 Investigate developing Third Avenue into a pedestrian and cycle‑friendly street to connect Brighton Road and Flinders Parade, making it easier to get around.

43.
The petitioners raise concerns regarding the potential impact that these proposals may have on the character and heritage of Sandgate, local traffic flow and business operations. The petitions will be considered as community feedback on the draft strategy. The issues raised will be further investigated, along with the other community responses, in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan. Council is currently reviewing all of the feedback responses received including emails, letters, online feedback forms and other petitions. Once this review is complete, a report will be made available, indicating the community feedback and how this has been considered in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.  

44.
The petitioners also request that Council extends the community consultation efforts to the 4017 postcode catchment, including the suburbs of Sandgate, Deagon, Shorncliffe and Brighton. It is not proposed to conduct additional consultation activities at this stage of the project. Although Council’s distribution of the project newsletter was confined to the study area, being the suburbs of Deagon, Sandgate and Shorncliffe, residents of Brighton or any other part of Brisbane were welcome to provide feedback. The initial review of the draft strategy feedback responses indicates that residents of Brighton have provided feedback, and this is being considered in the review.

45.
Council has consistently informed residents and landowners in the study area of the key project milestones, including future opportunities for feedback and public consultation. Once a draft neighbourhood plan has been prepared, it will be presented to Council for endorsement to submit to the Queensland Government for a State interest review prior to being released for formal public consultation.  Once the Queensland Government approves public consultation to take place on the draft neighbourhood plan, the formal public consultation process must be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules and the Planning Act 2016. This enables the community another opportunity to provide feedback and submit a formal submission to Council. All submissions must be considered and reported to Council and the Queensland Government.

46.
Council acknowledges the petitioners’ request to consider the potential impacts and issues related to specific proposals in the draft strategy and accepts the petitions as community feedback to be considered and investigated in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan. Council has conducted the community consultation for this project in accordance with Council’s neighbourhood planning process that is applied across the city. There are future opportunities to provide feedback on proposals.

Consultation

47.
Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
48.
The response will acknowledge the petitioners’ concerns in accordance with standard Council processes.

49.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Kara Cook and Jonathan Sri dissenting. 

50.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder. 

Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition References: CA19/1067301 and CA19/1077306
A key stage of Council’s neighbourhood planning process is to prepare and receive community feedback on a draft neighbourhood plan strategy document, which then guides the preparation of a draft neighbourhood plan. This document combines initial community input, including online survey responses and insights from a Community Planning Team, with the findings of background research and technical studies undertaken by Council. The intent of a neighbourhood plan draft strategy is to receive feedback on ideas and concepts for the study area to inform an amendment to Brisbane City Plan 2014.

The Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy was released for community feedback from 8 October 2019 to 4 November 2019 (20 business days). The issues raised within the petitions will be further investigated, along with the other community responses, in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan. Council is currently reviewing all of the feedback responses received, including emails, letters, online feedback forms, and other petitions. Once this review is complete, a report will be made available, indicating the community feedback and how this has been considered in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan.

Council acknowledges the petitioners’ request to consider the potential impacts and issues related to specific proposals in the Sandgate district neighbourhood plan draft strategy and accepts the petitions as community feedback to be considered and investigated in preparing the draft neighbourhood plan. Council has conducted the community consultation for this project in accordance with Council’s neighbourhood planning process that is applied across the city. There are future opportunities to provide feedback on proposals.

Council will again consult with the community on a draft neighbourhood plan, containing more detailed proposals, in 2020.

ADOPTED

ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:
Nothing? No? 


Any further debate? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Seriatim - Clause G
	Councillor Charles STRUNK requested that Clause G, PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL INSTALL TOILET FACILITIES AT HOMESTEAD PARK, FOREST LAKE, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor STRUNK:
Yeah, thank you. Listen I—it was a petition by a number of residents in the Homestead Village area, that’s calling for a toilet block to be established in the park area of Homestead Village. Again, I didn’t—when I looked through the recommendation by Council, I was probably in agreement with the Council officers in some respects. That was that the—that generally the parks that are identified as district parks and metropolitan park levels do usually have a toilet facility in them, but this particular park is just a local—in the case of Forest Lake—a local village park.


Again, I wouldn’t have had a problem with that recommendation being stated there, but just prior to that statement the paragraph before it says that Council does not support the installation of the toilet facility in Homestead Park, Forest Lake. There are currently two existing toilet facilities south of Homestead Park located at the Lake Parkland precinct. The closest one that they’re talking about is like a kilometre and a half away. If you had to walk there, of course, it would probably take you 20, 25 minutes depending upon the age of the person making the journey.


But I was just looking at—I looked at that and I thought well that’s really just going to incense the head petitioner and the people who signed the petition. If that paragraph had been left out I wouldn’t have had a problem with the recommendation at all. So, that’s why I’m voting against it. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Mr Deputy Chair, I rise tonight just to speak briefly in regards to the item—item B—the creation of a new park at 1059 Paradise Road. It currently is part of Sergeant Dan Stiller Memorial Reserve. This small part of parkland is part of the Oxley Creek Transformation Project. It is going to have a new name, Warril Parkland. This is an Indigenous name to reflect the waterholes and the tributaries that are there in that location. It is a beautiful location. Can I say, I had the opportunity to inspect it recently. It is coming along great guns. It will be a valuable addition to our local community, to the Oxley Creek as an entirety. 


It is one of the first stages of the Oxley Creek Transformation. For the work that is being done by the Council officers and those engaged with the Oxley Creek Transformation, it is going to be an absolute asset. I commend this report to the Chamber.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor OWEN. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor HAMMOND? No? 

Okay, we’ll put the resolution for items A, B, C, D, E and F. 
Clauses A, B, C, D, E and F put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A, B, C, D, E and F of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Deputy Chair:
For item G.

Clause G put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause G of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 17 -
The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS and Steven TOOMEY.
NOES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Fiona Hammond (Chair), Councillor Kate Richards (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Fiona Cunningham, Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston and Ryan Murphy.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – Council’s Climate Action
442/2019-20

1.
Vicky Petterson, Senior Program Officer Carbon Policy Administration, Energy and Carbon, Water, Energy and Environmental Systems, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Council’s climate action. She provided the information below.

2.
Council’s commitment to climate action is outlined in Brisbane Vision 2031 and Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031. By 2031, Council has committed to achieving a carbon neutral status and the average household carbon emissions from energy, waste and transport will be six tCO2-e (tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent) per year. Further, as per Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031, Council is committed to being recognised as a leader in reducing carbon, and that the city will be well-positioned to plan and prepare for, and respond to and recover from, future events.

3.
Council takes real and practical climate action by:

· continuously improving the performance of operations and ensuring the organisation is carbon neutral

· delivering initiatives to support Brisbane residents and businesses reduce their greenhouse gas emissions

· assessing climate risks and implementing locally appropriate adaptation measures to build the city’s resilience.

4.
Council has held a strong track record in working towards carbon neutrality for many years. In 2003, Council purchased renewable energy to power City Hall. In 2008, Council started to report on greenhouse gas emissions from landfill, fuel and electricity use. Council also achieved 50% renewable energy use and began offsetting emissions from fuel use and business travel. Between 2010 and 2015, Council achieved 100% renewable energy use. In 2016, Council measured and offset all supply chain greenhouse gas emissions and became a self‑declared carbon neutral organisation. In 2018, Council was certified as carbon neutral.

5.
Since 2016, Council has invested $4 million in carbon emission reduction projects to reduce operational energy consumption. Under these projects, more than 100,000 tCO2-e have been reduced each year, and a total of 1.8 million tCO2-e have been offset. Carbon emissions decreased by eight per cent in 2018-19.

6.
Emission reductions are derived from efficient energy use, landfill management and public transport operations, as follows:

· energy use

· since 2003, 920,000 megawatt-hours (MWh) of renewable electricity have been purchased

· 1.5 megawatts (MW) of solar power systems have been installed

· 25,000 streetlights have been replaced with energy efficient lamps

· landfill management

· more than 200,000 tCO2-e have been reduced each year by capturing gas at Rochedale landfill, which generates 35,000 MWh of renewable energy annually

· since 2010, more than 159,000 tonnes of green waste have been diverted from landfill

· food waste has been targeted through the Love Food Hate Waste campaign and community composting hubs at 23 locations across the city

· public transport operations

· all new buses utilise high-efficiency, Enhanced Environmentally-friendly Vehicle (EEV) diesel engine technology

· buses have an automated five-minute idle shutdown and eco-transmission settings

· eco-driving training has been provided to 370 Council bus drivers

· there is a commitment to trial fully electric bus technology on the City Loop service.

7.
Offset projects and offset purchases, domestically and internationally, provide environmental, cultural, economic and social benefits, for example:

· early season savanna burning helps to protect communities from bushfires and creates jobs in remote Aboriginal communities

· revegetation increases biodiversity and habitat value, and also provides an alternate revenue stream for farmers

· small-scale hydroelectricity projects provide remote villages with electricity, and funds job training, agricultural programs and disaster relief

· large wind and solar energy projects reduce reliance on fossil fuels for energy, supports economic development and improves air quality.

8.
Council has partnered with organisations such as the Climate Active Network and the Cities Power Partnership to achieve a greater impact. Council was a founding member of the Climate Active Network, of which there are 89 member organisations and 13 certified products and services. The Cities Power Partnership has 115 member councils representing a total population of more than 13 million people. All councils pledge to take action towards using renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable transport.

9.
Council will continue to operate in a way that minimises its carbon footprint. As Australia’s largest carbon neutral certified organisation, Council recognises that local governments have an important role to play in responding to climate change, and are therefore part of the solution.

10.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Petterson for her informative presentation.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PARK NAMING – CREATION OF A NEW PARK AT 1059 PARADISE ROAD, LARAPINTA, CURRENTLY PART OF SERGEANT DAN STILLER MEMORIAL RESERVE, AND FORMAL NAMING AS ‘WARRIL PARKLAND’

161/540/567/172

443/2019-20

12.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

13.
Sergeant Dan Stiller Memorial Reserve, Larapinta (the reserve), was created in December 2010, and is currently made up of six bushland parcels that are located adjacent to the Logan Motorway and Oxley Creek (refer Attachment A, submitted on file). At the time of its foundation, the reserve was comprised of bushland parcels at 407 Wadeville Street, Heathwood, 200 Stapylton Road, Heathwood, and 1059 Paradise Road, Larapinta. A memorial structure was erected in the reserve near the end of Wadeville Street.

14.
South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, received a request from Councillor Angela Owen, Councillor for Calamvale Ward, on behalf of Ms Angela Stiller (wife of the late Sergeant Dan Stiller), that the land parcel at 1059 Paradise Road, Larapinta, be removed from the Sergeant Dan Stiller Memorial Reserve and be created as a distinct parkland area. 

15.
Council is able to consider this request given changes in the usage of the parkland at 1059 Paradise Road associated with the provision of new parkland facilities planned as part of the Oxley Creek Transformation (OCT) Project.

16.
The parcel of land at 1059 Paradise Road was purchased under Council’s Bushland Acquisition Program on 1 October 2010, and was officially named as part of the Sergeant Dan Stiller Memorial Reserve on 13 December 2010 after Sergeant Stiller’s passing on 1 December 2010. 

17.
Councillor Owen has identified that this land parcel was not an area where trail bike enforcement had been conducted by Sergeant Stiller. Therefore, Councillor Owen believes, with consideration of this fact and the planned usage changes for this area by OCT, it would be prudent to create this new parkland and change the park name to preserve the original intent of the land as dedicated in honour of Sergeant Stiller.

18.
A park naming submission was submitted for the site at 1059 Paradise Road in November 2018, requesting the renaming of this parkland as the Paradise Road Recreation and Nature Reserve. This submission was not accepted at the time as a need for further consultation with the Native Title claimants for the area was identified.

19.
Oxley Creek was used by Indigenous people as a travelling route between settlements in the Moreton Bay area and locations such as the Teviot Ranges. A range of Indigenous cultural heritage sites have been identified, both within and adjoining the creek corridor.

20.
In late June 2019, OCT established a Cultural Heritage Management Agreement (CHMA) with the Native Title claimants, the Yuggera Ugarapul people. The CHMA encompasses the area of the creek corridor located between the Ipswich Motorway, Oxley, and Johnson Road, Larapinta. Included within the CHMA is the intent to investigate an Indigenous name for the parkland at 1059 Paradise Road.

21.
OCT has consulted with the Native Title claimant on the renaming of the parkland, and the name ‘Warril Parkland’ was suggested. ‘Warril’ in the language of the Yuggera Ugarapul people translates to ‘creek or water course’. This Indigenous name acknowledges the unique cultural and spiritual relationship of past and present Indigenous people to the lands and waters of Oxley Creek. OCT considers the name to be appropriate as Oxley Creek travels along the western edge of the parkland, passing through the main lake, which is a defining feature of the parkland.

22.
The language of the Yuggera Ugarapul people is intended to be included through the provision of interpretive naming and information signs within the parkland. 

23.
The existing park naming sign, located at the junction of Paradise Road and Johnson Road, Larapinta (refer Attachment B, submitted on file), would be removed and replaced.

24.
Council has confirmed that new park naming signage will be installed as part of the OCT project parkland development. This new park naming signage will be erected on Paradise Road at the main entry point to these new park facilities (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) and it is expected that this will occur during 2019-20.

Funding
25.
Funding for the name sign located on the corner of Paradise Road and Johnson Road, Larapinta, is available in the South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

26.
The Paradise Road park name sign will be funded and delivered by Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd as part of the new parkland works in 2019-20.

Consultation

27.
Councillor Angela Owen, Councillor for Calamvale Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
28.
The name change is not expected to impact the customers’ experience with this reserve. The new parkland name, together with the OCT proposed interpretive naming and information signs, will enhance the experience and cultural understanding of the importance of Oxley Creek to Indigenous people.

29.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

30.
RECOMMENDATION:


that approval be granted for the creation of a new park located at 1059 Paradise Road, Larapinta, currently part of Sergeant Dan Stiller Memorial Reserve, and formal naming as ‘Warril Parkland’, in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure. It is also recommended that new name signage be erected in this park.

ADOPTED

C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PLANT MORE STREET TREES IN BRISBANE


CA19/698292

444/2019-20

31.
A petition from residents, requesting Council plant more street trees in Brisbane, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 30 July 2019, by Councillor Fiona Hammond, and received.

32.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

33.
The petition contains 34 signatures.

34.
The petitioners request Council plant more street trees in Brisbane to reduce ground temperatures, provide more shade for pedestrians and parked vehicles, provide shelter and homes for wildlife, reduce noise and air pollution, capture CO2 and manage stormwater and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

35.
Council’s Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031 includes a target of 50% shade for footpaths and bikeways in residential areas by 2031, increasing from 35% shade cover in 2010. To assist in achieving this target, Council’s Neighbourhood Shadeways program focuses on planting new trees in centres of activity, growth nodes along selected public transport corridors, and residential areas identified with less than 30% tree cover by suburb.

36.
In Council’s 2019-20 budget, funding was allocated to increase new street tree planting from 12,000 to 13,500 trees annually. Council has recently hosted community street tree planting events in suburbs with low tree cover, such as Eight Mile Plains and Northgate, giving residents the opportunity to volunteer and contribute to improving shade in their suburb.

37.
The 2019-20 budget also includes $2 million for the Greener Suburbs project. This will provide for tree planting and landscaping in Greenslopes, Paddington, Lutwyche, Zillmere and Murarrie to improve the amenity of local shopping areas as well as beautifying busy traffic corridors through plantings in road verges and median strips. The 2019-20 budget also includes the Planting Jacarandas project, which provides $108,000 to focus on bringing colour to local parks in Bulimba, St Lucia and New Farm.

38.
Council provides more than 45,000 free native plants each year to residents, schools, community groups and new citizens under the Free Native Plants program. This program provides a diverse range of plants from ground covers to small shrubs to trees that assist in greening Brisbane and shading residents’ private property and schools.

39.
Under Brisbane’s Future Blueprint, Council intends to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 to increase the required area for tree planting and deep landscaping in new development from the current 10% of a site area to 15%. This will provide more space for large subtropical shade trees to grow in natural ground, contributing to the greening of Brisbane’s suburbs. Under this plan, Council will provide more shade trees at bus stops to increase patrons’ comfort while they wait for a bus.

40.
Council’s Brisbane Vision 2031 aspires to establish and protect 40% of mainland Brisbane as natural habitat. Council is continuing to invest in the Bushland Acquisition Program (the BAP) to ensure Brisbane’s most significant habitat is protected for current and future generations to enjoy. Council has committed to purchasing an additional 750 hectares of bushland through the BAP by 2020, with a focus on preserving Brisbane’s important koala habitat. More than 710 hectares of bushland has been secured through the BAP towards this target. In total, 4,000 hectares of significant habitat has been protected through the BAP since 1990, including some of Brisbane’s largest koala habitat areas.
41.
In addition to purchasing land under the BAP, Council has a dedicated habitat restoration team that is currently managing the restoration of new habitat in parks and bushland reserves across Brisbane with a focus on restoring threatened ecosystems and habitat for native wildlife such as koalas. Currently, more than 120 hectares of habitat is being restored across Brisbane. 

Consultation

42.
As this petition relates to a citywide issue, Councillor Fiona Hammond, Chair, Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

43.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

44.
RECOMMENDATION:


that the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/698292

Thank you for your petition requesting Council to plant more street trees in Brisbane.

Your petition has been investigated and it was considered by Council. It was decided that the petitioners be advised of the information below.

Council’s Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031 includes a target of 50% shade for footpaths and bikeways in residential areas by 2031, increasing from 35% shade cover in 2010. To assist in achieving this target, Council’s Neighbourhood Shadeways program focuses on planting new trees in centres of activity, growth nodes along selected public transport corridors, and residential areas identified with less than 30% tree cover by suburb.

In Council’s 2019-20 budget, funding was allocated to increase new street tree planting from 12,000 to 13,500 trees annually. Council has recently hosted community street tree planting events in suburbs with low tree cover, such as Eight Mile Plains and Northgate, giving residents the opportunity to volunteer and contribute to improving shade in their suburb.

The 2019-20 budget also includes $2 million for the Greener Suburbs project. This will provide for tree planting and landscaping in Greenslopes, Paddington, Lutwyche, Zillmere and Murarrie, to improve the amenity of local shopping areas as well as beautifying busy traffic corridors through plantings in road verges and median strips. The 2019-20 budget also includes the Planting Jacarandas project, which provides $108,000 to focus on bringing colour to local parks in Bulimba, St Lucia and New Farm.

Council provides more than 45,000 free native plants each year to residents, schools, community groups and new citizens under the Free Native Plants program. This program provides a diverse range of plants from ground covers to small shrubs to trees that assist in greening Brisbane and shading residents’ private property and schools.

Under Brisbane’s Future Blueprint, Council intends to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 to increase the required area for tree planting and deep landscaping in new development from the current 10% of a site area to 15%. This will provide more space for large subtropical shade trees to grow in natural ground, contributing to the greening of Brisbane’s suburbs. Under this plan, Council will provide more shade trees at bus stops to increase patrons’ comfort while they wait for a bus.

Council’s Brisbane Vision 2031 aspires to establish and protect 40% of mainland Brisbane as natural habitat. Council is continuing to invest in the Bushland Acquisition Program (the BAP) to ensure Brisbane’s most significant habitat is protected for current and future generations to enjoy. Council has committed to purchasing an additional 750 hectares of bushland through the BAP by 2020, with a focus on preserving Brisbane’s important koala habitat. More than 710 hectares of bushland has been secured through the BAP towards this target. In total, 4,000 hectares of significant habitat has been protected through the BAP since 1990, including some of Brisbane’s largest koala habitat areas.
In addition to purchasing land under the BAP, Council has a dedicated habitat restoration team that is currently managing the restoration of new habitat in parks and bushland reserves across Brisbane, with a focus on restoring threatened ecosystems and habitat for native wildlife such as koalas. Currently, more than 120 hectares of habitat is being restored across Brisbane.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Vicki Grieshaber, Senior Program Officer Urban Forest, Urban Forest Protection and Restoration, Parks and Natural Resources, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3403 6549.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

D
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL PLACE A VEGETATION PROTECTION ORDER ON A MATURE LEOPARD TREE LOCATED AT 15‑17 PRIORY STREET, INDOOROOPILLY



CA19/809932

445/2019-20

45.
A petition from residents, requesting Council place a vegetation protection order on a mature leopard tree located at 15-17 Priory Street, Indooroopilly, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 27 August 2019, by Councillor James Mackay, and received.

46.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

47.
The petition contains six signatures.

48.
Council’s Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, investigated the tree in question and determined that it is located on the nature strip and is therefore protected under the Natural Assets Local Law 2003 as Council vegetation. 

49.
A developer can request the right to remove Council vegetation if they believe it may interfere with nearby development, or where road upgrade projects require the removal of vegetation to support road works. Such street tree removal requests are assessed on a case-by-case basis and, wherever possible, street trees are retained within the streetscape.

50.
An application has been approved for multiple dwellings on the property at 15-17 Priory Street, Indooroopilly. As part of the approval of this application, the developer is required to retain the existing mature leopard tree on the Priory Street frontage of the site as part of the development.

Consultation

51.
Councillor James Mackay, Councillor for Walter Taylor Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

52.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.

53.
RECOMMENDATION:

that the information in this submission be noted and the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/809932

Thank you for your petition requesting Council place a vegetation protection order on a mature leopard tree located at 15-17 Priory Street, Indooroopilly.

Your petition has been investigated and considered by Council. It was decided that the petitioners be advised of the information below.

Street trees, along with other vegetation on Council land, are valuable assets to Council and the community and are afforded protection under the Natural Assets Local Law 2003 (the Local Law). As this tree is located on the nature strip and is therefore within the road reserve, it is protected under the Local Law.
However, the Local Law does not prevent vegetation being removed as part of a development. A developer can request the right to remove Council vegetation if they believe it may interfere with nearby development, or where road upgrade projects require the removal of vegetation to support road works.
Development applications must be assessed against the requirements of Brisbane City Plan 2014 and in accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act 2016. If a developer seeks approval to remove a street tree as part of the development, Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, is required to assess the application on its merits. Where removal of street trees is identified as a necessary requirement of the development, Council may place conditions on the development approval requiring an offset. An offset may be in the form of replacement plantings or a cash payment to support Council replacing lost trees. Council works very hard to find the right balance between facilitating the construction of new homes for the residents of Brisbane and the planning requirements to retain vegetation.

I can advise that Council has approved a development application for multiple dwellings at 15‑17 Priory Street. As part of the assessment of the development application, Council made amendments to the approved plans and placed conditions on its approval requiring the developer to retain the existing mature leopard tree on the Priory Street frontage as part of the development.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Scott Oertel, A/Senior Program Officer Biodiversity Planning, Protected Vegetation, Urban Forest Protection and Restoration, Parks and Natural Resources, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3407 0732.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

E
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL INCLUDE THE GRASSED OVAL AREA AS PART OF THE DOG OFF‑LEASH AREA IN GREEN HILL RESERVOIR PARK, CHAPEL HILL


CA19/810005

446/2019-20

54.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council include the grassed oval area as part of the dog off‑leash area in Green Hill Reservoir Park, Chapel Hill, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 September 2019, by Councillor James Mackay, and received.

55.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

56.
The petition contains 134 signatures.

57.
Greenhill Reservoir is a very popular recreational space that is primarily used as a dog off-leash area (DOLA), but is also used by runners, walkers and cyclists. Refer to Attachment B (submitted on file) for details. The area around the reservoir has been used for the past decade as a DOLA.

58.
The petitioners are seeking a further 2,000 m² to the already large DOLA at Greenhill Reservoir, Chapel Hill. It would benefit residents to retain this area for future recreational activation, such as picnic and play facilities.

59.
Discussions between Parks Officers, West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure and Councillor James Mackay, Councillor for Walter Taylor Ward, have identified this space as an ideal location to upgrade for possible recreational use which would include picnic and play facilities. 

60.
Consultation will need to be undertaken for this proposal and funding would need to be obtained through Council’s future Capital Works Program or from the local Councillor’s Suburban Enhancement Fund.

61.
The space around the reservoir is large and currently includes grassed areas for dog owners to use without being impacted by other park users. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows green space areas and areas used by runners and cyclists.

Consultation

62.
Councillor James Mackay, Councillor for Walter Taylor Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

63.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Steve Griffiths and Nicole Johnston abstaining.

64.
RECOMMENDATION:


that the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner advising that Council does not support the use of the grassed oval to extend the dog off-leash area in Greenhill Reservoir, Chapel Hill, as this space is used by other users including walkers, runners and cyclists. Council is currently in consultation with Councillor James Mackay, Councillor for Walter Taylor Ward, for future recreational concepts for park users at this location.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/810005

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council include the grassed oval area as part of the dog off‑leash area in Green Hill Reservoir Park, Chapel Hill.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council does not support the use of the grassed oval to extend the dog off-leash area in Greenhill Reservoir, Chapel Hill, as this space is used by other users including walkers, runners and cyclists.

The Regional Coordinator Parks, West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure is currently in consultation with Councillor James Mackay, Councillor for Walter Taylor Ward, for future recreational concepts for park users at this location.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Shane Klepper, Regional Coordinator Parks, West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0013.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

F
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL INSTALL A SECURITY CAMERA FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXTRA SECURITY AND EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE DOG OFF‑LEASH AREA SITUATED AT 97 NATHAN ROAD, RUNCORN


CA19/862733

447/2019-20

65.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council install a security camera for the purpose of extra security and evidence of criminal behaviour in the dog off-leash area situated at 97 Nathan Road, Runcorn, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 10 September 2019, by Councillor Kim Marx, and received.

66.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

67.
The petition contains 81 signatures.

68.
With recent reports of dog baiting within Council’s dog off-leash areas, the public situational awareness has increased. Brisbane dog owners have been contacting Council requesting cameras be installed within Council parks to stem the reported dog baiting attempts across Brisbane dog off-leash areas.

69.
Council operates CitySafe closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras in and around key public spaces in the Brisbane Central Business District including Queen Street Mall, Valley Malls and City Botanic Gardens. The security and safety of Brisbane’s residents is paramount to Council.

70.
As per Council’s commitment to protect Brisbane dogs, Council has placed cameras in various locations in dog off-leash areas and will continue to do so when required on a case to case basis and in a covert manner.

71.
Council records indicate a social media enquiry was received on 15 August 2019 about a suspected dog baiting in the Nathan Road Park, Runcorn, dog off-leash area. Council officers from Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the site and found no material thought to be related to potential baiting. 

72.
Council officers from Asset Services; Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability; and Corporate Security, Asset Management, Brisbane Infrastructure, are continuing to work closely with Queensland Police Service (QPS) and RSPCA to ensure Council parks remain a safe place for both animals and residents. Council will continue to place concealed cameras across Brisbane in dog off-leash areas. It will not be the practice of Council to advise where these concealed cameras will be placed.

73.
It is also important that residents remain vigilant and report suspected dog baiting incidents to QPS on 131 444.

Consultation

74.
Councillor Kim Marx, Councillor for Runcorn Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

75.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.

76.
RECOMMENDATION:


that the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner advising that Council is continuing to work closely with Queensland Police Service and RSPCA to ensure Council parks remain a safe place for both animals and residents.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/862733

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council install a security camera for the purpose of extra security and evidence of criminal behaviour in the dog off-leash area situated at 97 Nathan Road, Runcorn.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council is committed to providing a safe environment to everyone who visits our parklands. The safety of all residents and their pets is of great concern to Council.

Council uses security cameras for evidence collection relating to the protection of property against vandalism, theft and graffiti on Council owned or controlled infrastructure, buildings, land and public spaces. Part of this commitment means Council continually reviews risks and recommends mitigation strategies across Council’s buildings, infrastructure and open spaces.

As per Council’s commitment to protect Brisbane dogs, CCTV cameras will be considered on a case by case basis where known incidents have been reported. Council is continuing to work closely with Queensland Police Service (QPS) and RSPCA to ensure Council parks remain a safe place for both animals and residents. Council will continue to place concealed cameras across Brisbane in dog off‑leash areas. It is not the practice of Council to advise where these concealed cameras will be placed.

It is also important that residents remain vigilant and report suspected dog baiting incidents to QPS on 131 444.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Warwick Davies, Regional Coordinator Parks, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0639.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

G
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL INSTALL TOILET FACILITIES AT HOMESTEAD PARK, FOREST LAKE


CA19/938601
448/2019-20

77.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council install toilet facilities at Homestead Park, Forest Lake, was received during the Spring Recess 2019.

78.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

79.
The petition contains five signatures.

80.
Homestead Park is a local suburban park which hosts a full-size tennis court, small picnic shelter and playground. The park is located 1.5 km north of a district level park, The Lake Parklands, Forest Lake, which has two separate toilet amenities at the Alexandrina Circuit and Forest Lake Boulevard frontages.

81.
Higher-level parks are supported with infrastructure which include formed car park facilities, larger picnic nodes, sporting facilities, playgrounds and toilet facilities. These higher-level parks, also referred to as destination parks, are visited more frequently by park users. As the facilities at Homestead Park are at a local level, Council does not support the installation of toilet facilities.

82.
Council officers, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, have also forwarded to the local Councillor for consideration to install a toilet facility at Homestead Park, Atherton Circuit, Forest Lake, as part of the Forest Lake Suburban Enhancement Fund.

Consultation

83.
Councillor Charles Strunk, Councillor for Forest Lake Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

84.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Steve Griffiths dissenting, and Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

85.
RECOMMENDATION:

that the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner advising that Council does not support the installation of toilet facilities at Homestead Park, Forest Lake.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/938601

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council install toilet facilities at Homestead Park, Forest Lake.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council does not support the installation of toilet facilities in Homestead Park, Forest Lake. There are currently two existing toilet facilities, south of Homestead Park, located at The Lake Parklands, Forest Lake. These toilet facilities are situated at the Alexandrina Circuit and Forest Lake Boulevard frontages.  

Toilet facilities are generally established in parks identified as ‘district’ or ‘metropolitan’ level parks. Homestead Park is a local level park, and therefore does not meet the requirements for a toilet facility with the current level of park facilities and usage at this location. 

However, your request has been forwarded to the local Councillor for consideration as part of the Forest Lake Suburban Enhancement Fund.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Warwick Davies, Regional Coordinator Parks, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0639.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Field Services Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I too would like to pay tribute to our very many staff that we have that contribute to making Brisbane the beautiful subtropical city that we are blessed, with its leafy green neighbourhoods and its beautiful parks, but it takes an incredible team that works hard every hour of every day with great pride and passion to protect Brisbane’s unique lifestyle.


So, today I give thanks to the almost 2,000 dedicated officers at Field Services who work hard all year round, round the clock, to deliver these achievements for the residents of Brisbane. It’s because of their hard work that Brisbane continues to be the envy of the nation as Australia’s Most Sustainable City and known worldwide for being one of the cleanest cities in the world.


So, Mr Deputy Chair, I would like once again to thank our amazing officers. I’d like thank Athena and Kirsty from my office and really thank them for all of their hard work, and take this opportunity on behalf of Council and this Chamber, to wish each and every one of them and their families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.


So, moving to the report, we had a presentation on business recycling and a petition requesting that Council put in place a watering schedule for the trees planted on the footpath along the esplanade near Forest Lake Boulevard at Forest Lake and we were very happy to accede to that request. Council officers inspected the trees and there will be additional watering that was occurring. So, I would, on that note, recommend the report to the Chamber. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being no speakers, Councillor HOWARD?


I put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Field Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Peter Cumming, Steven Huang and Charles Strunk.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BUSINESS RECYCLING

449/2019-20

1.
Christopher Adekunle, Manager, Waste and Resource Recovery Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on business recycling. He provided the information below.

2.
The Business Recycling support program is designed to help Brisbane’s business community to keep Brisbane clean and green through reducing waste sent to landfill, and increasing recovery of co‑mingled recycling products by: 


-
motivating local businesses


-
inspiring and educating businesses


-
recognising and celebrating workplaces


-
promoting the program and services as a valuable resource. 

3.
Business premises are vastly different to Brisbane’s residential premises. Many business premises are unable to meet Council’s occupational health and safety servicing standards. However, the commercial waste industry specialises in catering to the unique waste and recycling needs of businesses. 

4.
In 2010, Council introduced an optional, user-pays business recycling service. Council currently has more than 1,000 commercial clients. The service competes in a commercial market at commercial rates. The service fee is competitive but is also respectful to the existing market. 

5.
Businesses understand that sustainable practices are important, with 66% of businesses believing that environmentally sustainable practices are important and 76% believing that good waste management improves public perception of the company. Motivators for businesses to become more sustainable include: 


-
reduction of costs/waste levy avoidance


-
positive corporate reputation


-
responding to customer demand. 

6.
Since July 2017, as an additional service to the business community, Council offers free assistance through the Business Recycling support program. Benefits of the program include:


-
free access to expert advice


-
the opportunity to reduce costs

-
the ability to contribute to Brisbane’s reputation as the most sustainable city in Australia. 

7.
Since its launch, the Business Recycling support program has engaged more than 500 Brisbane businesses. Council has assisted Brisbane businesses to:


-
increase recovery of recyclables


-
achieve more efficient waste services


-
reduce waste to landfill


-
help foster an environmentally aware and proactive workplace culture


-
help management and staff adopt sustainable mindsets and practices


-
help companies improve environmental, cost and operational efficiencies.

8.
Council has designed a recycling program that offers:


-
expert recycling advice with an onsite waste assessment


-
hands-on support in the implementation of waste collection systems


-
access to online tools, signage, resources, and educational material


-
access to education sessions and/or toolbox talks


-
assistance in running waste audits. 

9.
Examples of some businesses that have participated in the program were shared with the Committee. Photos of a business conducting a waste audit were also shown to the Committee. The program has received positive reviews from participating businesses, and a number of these reviews were shown to the Committee. 

10.
The Business Recycling support program outcomes include: 


-
engagement of positive recycling behaviour


-
implementation of sustainable practices at hundreds of Brisbane businesses 


-
provision of access to high quality onsite assistance


-
provision of educational material


-
reduced business waste going to landfill 


-
increased recycling 


-
invaluable relationships between Council and local businesses


-
delivery of an award-winning behaviour change campaign (reusable cup campaign).

11.
The reusable cup campaign is a behaviour change initiative aimed at reducing the number of takeaway cups being used by replacing them with a reusable coffee cup. Through the Business Recycling support program Council has:


-
worked in partnership with more than 300 Brisbane cafes


-
gifted more than 6,000 Council-branded reusable coffee cups


-
kept 20,000 single-use cups from being used in the first two weeks


-
received more than 1,800 likes on the campaign Facebook post. 

12.
Single-use coffee cups were identified as a waste item that could be avoided through simple behaviour changes. If the cup recipients continue to use their reusable cups, 520,000 single use coffee cups will be kept from landfill per year. The participating cafes and cup recipients were encouraged to share their reuse stories on social media. Positive responses assisted in further enhancing the campaign message. 

13.
The Business Recycling support program has been a cost-effective and successful initiative that has directly assisted to implement a number of sustainable practices within hundreds of businesses across Brisbane. The presentations, audits, educational resources, online tools, supporting material and campaigns have been well received. Recycling barriers include cost, implementation logistics, knowledge and the need for cultural change. These barriers can be overcome by highlighting the potential to save, making the process easy, providing simple and customised solutions and offering expert knowledge. 

14.
Council is committed to keeping the city clean, green and sustainable. This year Council hopes to see measurable increases in business recycling and waste minimisation to help meet Council’s citywide goals. The program will continue to support, educate and inspire thousands of businesses to reduce waste to landfill and will continue to grow Council’s Green Heart business community with workshops and education programs through program areas such as CitySmart. The program will continue to recognise and celebrate participating businesses by showcasing success stories. 

15.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Adekunle for his informative presentation.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL PUT IN PLACE A WATERING SCHEDULE FOR THE TREES PLANTED ON THE FOOTPATH ALONG THE ESPLANADE, NEAR FOREST LAKE BOULEVARD, FOREST LAKE

CA19/942171
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17.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council put in place a watering schedule for the trees planted on the footpath along The Esplanade, near Forest Lake Boulevard, Forest Lake, was received during the Spring Recess 2019. 

18.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

19.
The petition contains four signatures. 

20.
Over the 2019 calendar year Brisbane has received less than 390 mm of rainfall. This is approximately 45% below the average rainfall (712 mm) for this period. In response to this, coupled with the Bureau of Meteorology’s forecast of below average to average rainfall in the coming months, Council has developed alternative approaches towards its aftercare services for tree planting programs, including increased frequency of watering and maintenance visits for newly planted trees.

21.
As per Council’s maintenance program, newly planted trees are placed on a scheduled watering program for 12 months. Due to the harsh weather conditions currently being experienced, Council will be increasing the maintenance program for these juvenile street trees to a weekly watering schedule for the next two months, and then fortnightly until the end of January 2020. The tree watering requirements will then be re-evaluated by Council.

22.
Council officers inspected the trees on 8 October 2019 and established that two trees planted along The Esplanade, Forest Lake, had died due to the recent weather conditions. The two dead trees will be replaced in early 2020, when suitable weather permits.

Consultation

23.
Councillor Charles Strunk, Councillor for Forest Lake Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 

24.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed. 

25.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL BE INCREASING THE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM FOR JUVENILE STREET TREES PLANTED ON THE FOOTPATH ALONG THE ESPLANADE, FOREST LAKE, TO A WEEKLY WATERING SCHEDULE FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS, AND THEN FORTNIGHTLY UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY 2020. THE TREE WATERING REQUIREMENTS WILL THEN BE RE‑EVALUATED. THE TWO TREES THAT ARE FOUND TO HAVE DIED ALONG THE ESPLANADE, FOREST LAKE, WILL BE REPLACED IN EARLY 2020, WEATHER PERMITTING.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/942171

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council put in place a watering schedule for the trees planted on the footpath along The Esplanade, near Forest Lake Boulevard, Forest Lake. 

As per Council’s maintenance program, newly planted trees are placed on a scheduled watering program for 12 months. Due to the harsh weather conditions currently being experienced, Council will be increasing the maintenance program for these juvenile street trees to a weekly watering schedule for the next two months, and then fortnightly until the end of January 2020. The tree watering requirements will then be re-evaluated by Council.

Council officers inspected the trees on 8 October 2019 and established that the two trees had died along The Esplanade, Forest Lake, due to the recent weather conditions. The two dead trees will be replaced in early 2020, weather permitting. The increase of watering will mitigate the risk of this occurring again.

The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Anastasia Browne, Regional Coordinator Arboriculture, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0639.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair.


Before I get to the report, I just want to also take the opportunity to thank all of the officers in the Lifestyle and Community Services division for their amazing work and everything they do day in, day out. In my earlier question today, I didn’t get to finish all of the contributions that this division makes because that’s how significant their role is.


I think someone really referred to the division as social infrastructure. I think that’s a really apt way of being able to represent what these amazing people do. So, my hat goes off to them—so I wish them—I say to them, thank you very much for all of the work they do, from the Divisional Manager to all of the staff, and wish them all a very Merry Christmas and to my staff in the Chair’s office, I thank them very kindly for everything they do and to the ward staff as well.


Mr Chair, there was a presentation on the City Hall basement tour. I’d like to thank the officers for the opportunity to take us on a tour through another section of City Hall, the 50 Plus Centre, plus all of the different facilities that we have through the kitchen, the opportunity by the head chef to allow us that opportunity to go through there and to explain some of the activities. It’s an amazing place underneath this building and the work that they all do to be able to meet the needs of all of the different people that come here right through the Lord Mayor’s Seniors Parties that have been running since yesterday, to the catering to the needs and, of course, the importance of the 50 Plus Centre and the tour that we had through there providing that community space for people to come together to share and to learn. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor MATIC? No?


Alright, so, I’ll put the resolution for the report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Peter Matic (Chair), Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, Tracy Davis and Kate Richards.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – CITY HALL BASEMENT TOUR
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1.
Neville Wilmott, City and Community Halls Manager, Community Facilities and Venues, Lifestyle and Community Services, led a tour of the City Hall Basement. He provided the information below.

2.
Prior to the restoration of City Hall in 2010, there was minimal storage space and difficulties using the dock and service entry on the basement level. The restoration works therefore included the expansion of the basement footprint to include:

· a new commercial kitchen

· the relocation of the 50 Plus Centre

· facility offices

· plant rooms

· a goods lift

· improved dock and service entry.

3.
During the restoration works, two historically significant pieces were discovered below the main auditorium. The first piece was a cobblestone drain dating back to the late 1880s, which has been reinstated in the Enoggera Courtyard. The second artefact was a wall of signatures from World War II, including the names of more than 150 veterans. This signature wall has been preserved and is displayed in the basement.

4.
The new commercial kitchen established is used to cater for events held in City Hall and King George Square, and has nine satellite serveries throughout the building.

5.
As part of the restoration, the 50 Plus Centre was relocated from Level 3 to the basement. The 50 Plus Centre offers a variety of low-cost activities for seniors such as dancing, bridge, art, exercise and indoor bowls.

6.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Wilmott for his informative presentation.

7.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Ryan MURPHY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 26 November 2019, be adopted.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair.


Before moving on to the Committee report, I wanted to touch on a couple of items. Firstly, in the Questions on Notice today, Question 11, I want to clarify a Question on Notice. The response there was related to travel expenses and the clarification I want to make is that the answer is inclusive of all travel expenses. For example, it includes airfares, accommodation or any conference fees. We are more than happy to provide a breakdown of the expenses to all Councillors at the next Council meeting. 
At that time, 9.27pm, the Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, resumed the Chair.
Councillor ALLAN:
I’d also like to thank the Council officers in the Finance and Administration portfolio and in terms of the divisional responsibilities, the Organisational Services division led by Bill Lyon, which encompasses Corporate Finance, Corporate Comms, Human Resources, Information Services, Strategic Procurement and the Support Services Centre, and under the City Administration and Governance division led by Pip Hold, I’d like to thank the teams in Assurance Services, City Legal, CCLO (Council and Committee Liaison Office), Disaster Management, Ethical Standards and the Lord Mayor’s Administrative Office.


This is really the engine room of Council that supports the other portfolios. A lot of the work they do is kind of unseen and occurs in the background, but the people within these divisions work extremely hard and I’d like to commend them for their efforts this year.


Turning to the Committee report, we had a presentation on learning and development and how Council trains its staff, and we also had a regular report on the bank and investment report for October 2019. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor ALLAN?


I’ll put the report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and Administration Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Adam Allan (Chair), Councillor Ryan Murphy (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Sandy Landers, Kim Marx and Charles Strunk.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT – HOW COUNCIL TRAINS ITS STAFF
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1.
Andrew Wells, Employee Services Manager, Support Services Centre, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on learning and development and how Council trains its staff. He provided the information below.

2.
Learning and development in Council is important in order to:

· support Council staff to deliver Brisbane Vision 2031

· ensure Council staff are supported in their careers to best meet the needs of the city

· deliver learning outcomes which maximise workforce productivity and customer service

· embed Council values, behaviours and culture

· reduce risk and ensure compliance.

3.
Council has a 70:20:10 approach to learning and development as follows:

· on the job experience (70%)

· projects and special assignments

· problem solving opportunities

· reading guides and manuals

· using new tools and technology

· backfilling, secondments and job rotations

· learning through others (20%)

· communities of practice

· networks and professional associations

· coaching and mentoring

· collaboration platforms (e.g. Yammer)

· seeking feedback

· formal learning (10%)

· structured programs

· seminars, workshops and masterclasses

· degrees and qualifications

· online learning modules.

4.
There are various learning styles preferred by Council staff, and the types of training delivery provided include personal, role specific, team, divisional, customised, leadership and organisational.

5.
Council staff may undertake training relating to:

· Council essentials (mandatory)

· career management

· communication and customer focus

· equity, diversity and inclusion

· emergency and disaster management

· first aid, health and safety

· governance, compliance and risk

· ICT systems

· leadership and team management

· project management

· procurement, accounting and finance

· trades and technical.

6.
The Human Resources branch provides strategic direction and process ownership for learning across Council. Training may be classified as corporate training or local training.

7.
Corporate training may be delivered by Learning and Development Services, Support Services Centre, to provide standardised and repeatable training to the organisation, for example, corporate mandatory training and leadership programs. Alternatively, subject matter expert areas may deliver specialist and technical training to the organisation, for example, project management training delivered by City Projects Office.

8.
Local training is delivered by divisional and branch learning teams to provide localised training in fields relevant to service delivery functions, for example, bus operator training delivered by Transport for Brisbane.

9.
The role of Learning and Development Services is to provide a centralised and shared service for learning and development in Council. The team is responsible for planning, designing, coordinating and delivering corporate learning programs. These learning and training programs may be face-to-face, blended or online.

10.
Corporate mandatory training must be completed periodically by all employees. The benefits of compulsory training include:

· assisting in maintaining a safe and healthy work environment

· supporting people to do their jobs well

· protecting employees and Council against risks

· ensuring that Council meets its legal obligations.

11.
Current corporate mandatory training modules are:

· Code of Conduct

· Customer Focus Vision

· Drug and alcohol awareness

· First response and general evacuation

· Information security awareness

· Zero Harm essentials.

12.
Examples of learning and development programs in Council include the Leadership Blueprint, the Local Government Managers Australia’s Australasian Management Challenge, and the Leadership Academy.

13.
In 2019, Learning and Development Services has delivered more than 250 classroom-based training courses to nearly 2,800 participants. Two hundred and ninety people participated in the Leadership Academy, and almost 35,000 online courses were completed.

14.
Future opportunities for learning and development in Council are to further evolve the Leadership Academy, as well as using contemporary learning practices such as virtual and augmented reality and gamification to deliver training.

15.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Wells for his informative presentation.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

B
COMMITTEE REPORT – BANK AND INVESTMENT REPORT – OCTOBER 2019



134/695/317/1028
453/2019-20

17.
Paul Oberle, Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Finance, Organisational Services, provided a monthly summary of Council’s petty cash, bank account and cash investment position as at 1 November 2019.

18.
During the October period, total Council funds held by banks and investment institutions (per general ledger) increased by $51.3 million to $428.2 million excluding trusts (Ref: 1.4 in the Bank and Investment Report). The net increase is predominantly due to final dividend of $65 million received from Queensland Urban Utilities, operating grant of $7.1 million and capital funding of $5.2 received for South Bank and Roma Street Parklands. This is partially offset by a payment to Queensland Fire and Emergency Service of $40.3 million for the quarterly Emergency Management Levy.

19.
Council funds as at 1 November 2019 held by bank and investment institutions (per statements) totalled $445.5 million (Ref: 2.4 and 3.1 in the Bank and Investment Report). The investment variance relates to timing differences between transactions recorded in the general ledger and those reflected in the bank statements.

20.
Unreconciled bank receipts and bank payments relate to reconciliation variances at the end of the period. The majority of these transactions have since been reconciled.

21.
Surplus funds are invested daily with approved counterparties.

22.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE REPORT, as submitted on file, BE NOTED.

ADOPTED

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any petitions? 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair.


I have two petitions. One for traffic calming to reduce injury and damage risk in Sterculia Avenue at Holland Park West, and one with over 370 signatures for calling on Council to name John Walker Place within the Brisbane Corso Reserve in honour of his 45 years of service to the local community through Neighbourhood Watch.

Chair:
Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair.


I have a petition to upgrade the Everton Park Library to include more modern facilities which will reflect recent upgrades to other Brisbane City Council libraries.

Chair:
Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Mr Chairman, I have a petition initiated by Councillor CUNNINGHAM for naming the boardwalk at Bowies Flat Wetland at Coorparoo to Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk and there is a letter of support on behalf of Councillor CUNNINGHAM with the petition.

Chair:
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. I have three petitions. The first is for Council to rename Aloomba Street Park at 69 Suvla Street, Balmoral, to Suvla Bay Park. The second is a petition requesting that the centre isle on Dilkera Street in Balmoral be retained to allow for road widening to the street to address safety concerns and access concerns. The third is a petition requesting the formalisation of the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, to the east of Duke Street, as a marked zebra crossing.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. Four petitions, one in relation to the resurfacing of Major Street, Manly West; resurfacing of Glading Street, Manly West; resurfacing of Milfoil Street, Manly West; and also a petition requesting the Wynnum Junior Rugby League playing fields be renamed the Lionel Morgan playing fields.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. I have a petition from the Cooley family that Narelle Cooley asked me to table asking for John Walker Place to be named within the Brisbane Corso Reserve.

Chair:
Okay. Alright. Okay. Thanks everyone.


Could I please have a resolution to accept those.
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It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Charles STRUNK, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/1165384
	Deputy Mayor, Krista Adams
	Requesting Council install traffic calming devices to discourage speeding and reduce injury risk in Sterculia Avenue, Holland Park West. 

	CA19/1194764
	Deputy Mayor, Krista Adams
	Requesting Council name a section within Brisbane Corso Reserve, Yeronga, ‘John Walker Place’ in honour of the late John Walker’s 45 years of service to the local community.

	CA19/1177039
	Tracy Davis 
	Requesting Council upgrade the Everton Park Library to include more modern facilities which reflect recent upgrades to other Council libraries. 

	CA19/1192338
	Tracy Davis
	Requesting Council upgrade the Everton Park Library to include more modern facilities which reflect recent upgrades to other Council libraries.

	CA19/1194507
	Peter Matic on behalf of Fiona Cunningham 
	Requesting Council name the boardwalk at Bowie’s Flat Wetland, Camp Hill, ‘Catherine Bermingham Boardwalk’ in honour of the former Councillor for East Brisbane. 

	CA19/1178332
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council rename Aloomba Street Park at 69 Suvla Street, Balmoral, to ‘Suvla Bay Park’ in recognition of the local residents’ strong commitment to commemorating the ANZAC tradition. 

	CA19/1176871
	Kara Cook
	Requesting that the centre isle on Dilkera Street, Balmoral, be retained to allow for road widening of the street and to address safety and access concerns in the 2020‑21 financial year.  

	CA19/1194951
	Kara Cook
	Requesting that the centre isle on Dilkera Street, Balmoral, be retained to allow for road widening of the street and to address safety and access concerns in the 2020‑21 financial year.  

	CA19/1176976
	Kara Cook 
	Requesting Council formalise the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, Bulimba, to the east of Duke Street as a marked zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority in the 2019-20 financial year. 

	CA19/1193881
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council formalise the red pavement threshold located on Oxford Street, to the east of Duke Street, Bulimba, as a marked zebra crossing to give pedestrians priority in the 2019-20 financial year.

	CA19/1195028
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council provide budget funding to resurface Major Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020.

	CA19/1193634
	Peter Cumming 
	Requesting Council provide budget funding to resurface Glading Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020.

	CA19/1194446
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council provide budget funding to resurface Milfoil Street, Manly West, in the Council Budget 2020. 

	CA19/1177146
	Peter Cumming 
	Requesting Council rename the Wynnum Junior Rugby League playing fields in Wynnum to ‘The Lionel Morgan Playing Fields’. 

	CA19/1195092
	Nicole Johnston 
	Requesting Council name a section within Brisbane Corso Reserve, Yeronga, ‘John Walker Place’ in honour of the late John Walker’s 45 years of service to the local community.


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors are there—General Business. Are there any statements required as a result of the Councillor Conduct Review Panel order? 

Are there any matters of General Business? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chairman. Thank you.

Yes. I rise to speak on the proposed prefeasibility study for Ipswich Road, Annerley. I’m fascinated by what’s happened over the last few days and I just want to put on the record some facts about the situation because it’s pretty clear to me that neither the Infrastructure Chairman, nor the LORD MAYOR, had any idea about what was going on until—well, until clearly there was a document that they couldn’t hide from today.


I have, for many years now, been campaigning with residents in Annerley to have Ipswich Road, Annerley—to have speed reduced, to have intersections improved, have pedestrian crossing improved, to do active school travel improvements, to upgrade the intersection of Venner Road, Waterton Street and Ipswich Road, and this has been going on for a very long time.


A couple of years ago in the budget, Council allocated money for the Ipswich Road corridor study. Not a secret, it was an actual budgeted item. Then they did a Move Safe petition and one of the top 10 pedestrian hotspots for Move Safe was Annerley. What a surprise. Ipswich Road—multiple locations along Ipswich Road where people have raised concerns. Then we’ve tried to have a safety review done when Dr Geoff Copland was killed just off Ipswich Road on Venner Road and there’s a number of other things that have been going on in the background as well.


I constantly ask our Council officers what’s happening. I do file requests, I seek briefings, I ask for advice and information, I do all of these things. Clearly, that’s a shock, that’s a shock to someone like Councillor McLACHLAN who’s probably, I don’t even need to say probably, I’d say he’s never done a file request in the 12 years or 13 years he’s been here, but I got a briefing note from the Council officers outlining a number of recommendations based on their pedestrian safety review.


Now, they didn’t give me the original document which immediately I, you know, thought well, there’s definitely more to this. What’s the background? What’s involved? What was the study? What was the recommendation? So, I did a file request. Not unsurprisingly the file request threw up a number of other documents related to the research and the report that they’d done that they sent me the memo about.


Included in that package of information was this cracking memo from the Manager of Transport—to the Manager of Transport Planning and Operations, an extremely senior manager within Brisbane City Council. It went through several other very senior Council officers and it came from the lead Transport Network Planner, Brisbane Infrastructure. So, it came from an engineer in Brisbane City Council.


Now, interestingly this report is titled Ipswich Road Granard Road to the Vulture Street planning summary and I encourage Councillor McLACHLAN, who yesterday had his staff and the media staff in the Lord Mayor’s office all day telling The Courier-Mail no such document existed, I’ve never been briefed about anything to do with this. Well, clearly, I have and, clearly, I have the document. So, I just thought I’d put on the record some of the things that this document says because Councillor McLACHLAN doesn’t appear to have any idea what’s going on in his own department. 


I would think that that’s—well, not really a surprise to me after all these years knowing David, but let’s be clear. Here are some of the highlights that I think that he should be aware of and here are some of the reasons that Council needs to act. Brisbane City Council states the following—this is not me, this is the traffic engineers, traffic volumes are predicted to increase between 17% and 63% from 2014 to 2031. At the moment, there are up to 65,000 vehicles a day using Ipswich Road and if, based on Council’s modelling, it increases by 63%, it’s going to more than double.


Now, this is a road that doesn’t function now, that Council acknowledges in all its reports and information, does not function. It is consistently in the top five crash—car crash areas in Brisbane. Gympie Road is the only other road that’s generally higher and it is extremely dangerous. Within this, we have Annerley Junction, which is a local shopping centre, services schools, libraries, shops, police stations, churches, you name it, the blind community—the blind community, this is where they live, this is where their services are.


So, into this very dangerous environment, we also have a 10% plus freight movement. Now, this is double the citywide average for roads. So, we’ve got massive amounts of heavy vehicles moving through this area as well. There were 416 crashes in the five years between 2007 and 2011, and public transport is—well, where we got to public transport—on the busiest section there’s two‑minute frequencies—that’s the 100 which is the most overfull bus route in Brisbane just about, apart from the one that goes to the university.


Active transport, minimal provision, despite being a principal cycling route. Amenity assesses very poor due to high traffic volumes and heavy vehicle numbers. Broader traffic network impacts, high growth and congestion on Ipswich Road will continue to result in traffic diverting to parallel routes, creating congestion, safety, amenity impacts. I mean, like, if you want to know what’s wrong with this city, this report is really quite useful.


Then it goes on to talk about potential problem solving and there are a range of them in here, but the one that Councillor McLACHLAN clearly is unaware of is the potential four lane road tunnel. Benefit. Solution has the potential to dramatically improve almost all of the parameters listed including traffic reductions on parallel routes. Cost, it would be at a higher capital cost, but any surface upgrade is also costly, but the tunnel provides an opportunity to at least offset its costs via user charging.


Now, let me be clear, I don’t think we should be charging a toll. I think there are other ways that we could fund this tunnel, given there’s nearly $1 billion going into Kingsford Smith Drive at $100 million a kilometre in Councillor McLACHLAN’s own ward. Construction impact would be significant, but minimal in either tunnel portals, but minimal elsewhere and certainly much less than surface upgrades. 

Likely traffic reductions. Preliminary transport modelling indicates that traffic volumes would be reduced as follows, the reduction down to 14,500 vehicles per day using Ipswich Road and an expected 45,000 through the tunnel. I mean, it’s extraordinary. Heavy vehicle traffic, the tunnel would be particularly effective in removing the high number of heavy vehicles because Council could potentially adopt road use policies which attract the majority of heavy vehicles to use at the tunnel. We don’t want to attract them, so they’ve got that little bit wrong, but it demonstrates that it can be effective. It would also, in addition, reduce traffic on parallel routes such as Fairfield and Annerley Roads. 

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Wouldn’t it? I mean—then it goes on. There’s a whole heap of other things in here, but you get to the recommendations and the second recommendation here, and as I said, there’s a number of others, but this is the one that caught my eye. Council undertake a high level prefeasibility study of the tunnel solution based on transport modelling and strategic costings. Councillor McLACHLAN, next time—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, through me, please and in the third person.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Through you, Mr Chairman, yes, through you, Mr Chairman.


Through you, Mr Chairman, to Councillor McLACHLAN, I would just say to you, next time that you want to try and tell journalists that I’m not telling the truth, you want to make sure that there’s not documents—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, no, through—through me in the third person.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I am. Yes. I am speaking through you.

Chair:
And then about Councillor McLACHLAN in the third person, please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. Yes. Thank you.


I think it would be pretty clear that Councillor McLACHLAN would want to make sure that he’s not misleading anybody, making statements that can be easily disproven, perhaps wants to check his facts before he goes out and says there’s no such documents in existence, and apparently I’m trying to widen Ipswich Road. No. I mean, the mythical statements made yesterday by Councillor McLACHLAN to the media, I think, were pretty embarrassing today.


Now, as I understand it, this morning the LORD MAYOR was asked about it and this morning’s press conference he said he knows nothing about it, there’s no such report, I’ve not been briefed either and he fadded it away. By lunchtime, he was apparently telling The Courier-Mail that he would be considering it and then by 3pm this afternoon, he’d voted against a prefeasibility study.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
What a shame.

Chair:
Are there further speakers? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Yes, thanks, Chair.


I rise tonight to speak about Meals on Wheels in St Lucia. It’s a great organisation, Chair, with the President, Kathy Manifold, and the Business Manager, Alexi Paasonen. This organisation delivers not just a meal, it’s more than a meal, it’s friendship and companionship because, as we know, Chair, loneliness and isolation is a real and growing problem in our society and Meals on Wheels at St Lucia, and around Queensland no doubt, offer what certain aspects of our society need and that is companionship.


Unfortunately, Chair, I found out just, I think, on Friday afternoon that the freezer at St Lucia Meals on Wheels finally gave out. It’s been repaired numerous times, but alas it’s hit the scrap heap which means, unfortunately, St Lucia Meals on Wheels has a big problem because Christmas is coming up, they have reduced staffing hours and now there’s no way for them to store their long-life food.


So, it was with great pleasure, Chair, that yesterday the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund contributed $5,000 to replace the freezers at the St Lucia Meals on Wheels so that that great organisation can continue to deliver meals to the people in need around St Lucia and all the way through to near Kenmore. So, Chair, I give great credit to the LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, for making Brisbane the best it can be and making it a better place for tomorrow than it is for today, and I thank him for the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund on behalf of St Lucia Meals on Wheels.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Alright. Well, thank you, everybody.


Before we close the meeting, I want to thank the Clerks and all the staff here in City Hall who make sure that this meeting conducts itself smoothly. I’d like to thank everybody for the year. It’s been a great honour to be Chair of this Council and I want to thank you for that and I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and I look forward to seeing you all again next year.


Meeting closed. Thank you.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths on 28 November 2019
Q1.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2018-19?

Q2.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2017-18?

Q3.
What was the total contribution from Council to the Local Government Association of Queensland in 2016-17?

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 26 November 2019)

Q1.
Please advise the total budget for in-house legal services for the 2016-17, 2017‑18, 2018-19 and current financial years (broken down by financial year)

A1.
-
2016-17: $5,718,158 

-
2017-18: $5,760,487 

-
2018-19: $6,005,871 

-
2019-20: $6,157,683.

Q2.
Please list the total legal costs (excluding in-house counsel) that have been paid by Brisbane City Council in the 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and from 1 July 2019 to 31 October 2019 (broken down by financial year)

A2.
Council officers advise this information is unable to be provided as it is not readily available as it would require a redirection of resources to investigate. This is not be able to be achieved within the timeframe according with the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q3.
Please list all external firms that have been contracted by Brisbane City Council since 1 July 2016 to provide legal services, the projects or issues they advised on, and the total sum of payments to each firm.

A3.
Council officers advise this information is unable to be provided as it is not readily available as it would require a redirection of resources to investigate. This is not able to be achieved within the timeframe that accords with the Meetings Local Law 2001.
Q4.
Please list all barristers who have been hired to provide legal services to Brisbane City Council since 1 July 2016, the projects or issues they advised on, and the total sum of payments to each barrister.

A4.
Council officers advise this information is unable to be provided as it is not readily available and would require a redirection of resources to investigate. This is not able to be achieved within the timeframe that accords with the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q5.
Please advise the total sum of all payments to non-Council employees for legal services in the 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and current financial years (broken down by financial year).

A5.
Council officers advise this information is unable to be provided as it is not readily available and would require a redirection of resources to investigate. This is not able to be achieved within the timeframe that accords with the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q6.
Please advise of any lease agreements regarding the use of any part of Victoria Park that were drafted, altered or cancelled between 1 July 2018 and 31 May 2019, the parties involved in the lease, what the lease was for and how it was altered. 

A6.
No lease agreements regarding the use of any part of Victoria Park were drafted, altered or cancelled between 1 July 2018 and 31 May 2019.

Q7.
In the Brisbane City Council’s Waste Management Technical Notes it states, “All Residential improved premises i.e. those within rating categories 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 12 and 14 are provided with recycling services, where possible,…” (emphasis added). Please outline what reasons are considered suitable for not providing recycling services?

A7.
There are a number of reasons where it might not be possible to provide a recycling service:

Mobile Garbage Bins (MGB)

-
Insufficient frontage to store waste and recycle bins

-
Insufficient storage provisions within site

-
A documented history of recycle contamination (with education/mitigation efforts to recycle correctly failing).

Bulk Bins

-
Insufficient storage provisions within the site

-
A documented history of recycle contamination (with education/mitigation efforts to recycle correctly failing).

Q8.
Please advise the number of properties where it is not possible, under the terms outlined in Q7, to provide recycling services (broken down by rating category).

A8.
Council officers advise this question cannot be answered without significant analysis. This is unable to be achieved within the timeframe that accords with the Meetings Local Law 2001.

Q9.
Please advise, of the number of properties outlined in Q8, how many of those properties have been built or have been approved for development (via a development application) since 1 July 2016.

A9.
Council officers advise this question cannot be answered without significant analysis. This is unable to be achieved within the timeframe that accords with the Meetings Local Law 2001.
Q10.
Please advise whether properties which meet the criteria in Q7 receive a rates discount as a result of loss of services.

A10.
There is no discount to the Waste Utility Charge if recycling is not available on the property, as the Waste Utility Charges cover the provision of a wide range of essential waste and cleansing services. These include:

-
Residential and Non-Residential (where provided) waste service provision, collection and disposal

-
Residential recycling provision, collection and processing

-
Street and Park bin provision, collection and disposal for litter and recycling

-
Cleansing of parks and footpaths

-
Street sweeping

-
Litter and illegal dumping enforcement and surveillance, and illegal dumping clean-up

-
Dead animal collection on public land

-
Kerbside large items collection and disposal

-
Provision of Resource Recovery Centres, Landfills and other appropriate Waste Management Facilities.

Q11.
Please complete the following table regarding all business-related domestic and international airline travel taken by members of Council and Key Management Personnel (KMP as defined in the Annual Report) for the 2018-19 and current financial years (as at 31 October 2019).

	Name of Councillor or KMP
	Purpose of travel
	Destination
	Travel dates
	Total cost of travel
	Airline travelled with

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


A11.


	Name of Councillor or KMP
	Purpose of travel
	Destination
	Travel dates
	Total 

cost
	Airline

	Matthew Bourke
	Local Government Association of Queensland Annual Conference 
	Cairns
	12/10/19 - 17/10/19
	1,452.57
	Qantas

	Matthew Bourke
	National General Assembly of Local Government - Attendance provided the opportunity to participate in debate on local government policy agenda.
	Canberra
	16/06/19 - 18/06/19
	2,213.94
	Qantas

	Matthew Bourke
	Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ) Policy Executive Meeting 
	Townsville
	22/08/18 - 23/08/18
	681.85
	Qantas

	Colin Jensen
	Council of Capital City Lord Mayors meeting
	Hobart
	14/03/19 - 15/03/19
	1,187.79
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Local Government Association of Queensland Future Cities and Smart Communities Summit
	Cairns
	11/07/18 - 15/07/18
	2,069.94
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	 Council of Capital City Lord Mayors meeting 
	Canberra
	12/09/18 - 14/09/18
	1,285.36
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Meeting with Martin Albrecht and Andrew McNaughton 
	Sydney
	05/10/18 - 05/10/18
	265.46
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Council of Capital City Lord Mayors CEO’s Strategic Workshop 
	Hobart
	29/11/18 - 30/11/18
	783.48
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Local Government Chief Officer Group Conference 
	Auckland, New Zealand
	14/11/18 - 16/11/18
	3,102.95
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Council of Capital City Lord Mayors meeting
	Melbourne
	09/10/19 - 10/10/19
	901.19
	Virgin

	Colin Jensen
	Council of Capital City Lord Mayors meeting 
	Melbourne
	22/05/19 - 22/05/19
	645.72
	Virgin

	Kim Marx
	Local Government Association of Queensland Annual Conference
	Cairns
	14/10/19 - 16/10/19
	1,120.40
	Qantas/

Jetstar

	Fiona Hammond (nee King)
	Australian Local Government Women’s Association Queensland State Conference 
	Ingham
	05/09/18 - 07/09/18
	1,349.44
	Qantas

	Kim Marx
	2019 National Australian Local Government Women’s Association Conference 
	Canberra
	15/05/19 - 18/05/19
	2,301.88
	Virgin

	Kate Richards
	National General Assembly of Local Government 
	Canberra
	16/06/19 - 19/06/19
	2,379.01
	Qantas

	Kim Marx
	National General Assembly of Local Government 
	Canberra
	16/06/19 - 19/06/19
	2,439.94
	Qantas

	Kim Marx
	Australian Local Government Women’s Association Queensland State Conference 
	Ingham
	05/09/18 - 07/09/18
	1,950.04
	Qantas

	Krista Adams
	2019 Smart China Expo 
	Chongqing, 

China
	24/08/19 - 28/08/19
	60.00
	China Southern Airlines

	Geoffrey Beck
	Smart and Sustainable Public Transport Forum 
	Sydney
	14/08/19 - 15/08/19
	817.83
	Qantas/

Virgin

	Bill Lyon
	Western Australia Local Government Association Forum
	Perth
	31/07/18 - 01/08/18
	2,650.43
	Virgin

	Geoffrey Beck
	Bus Industry Confederation 2018 Australasia Bus Conference
	Cairns
	07/10/18 - 10/10/18
	2,086.52
	Qantas/

Virgin

	Andrea Kenafake
	Australian LGBTI Inclusion Awards 2019 
	Sydney
	24/05/19 - 24/05/19
	673.57
	Qantas/

Virgin

	Adrian Schrinner
	Council of Mayors (SEQ) delegation to Canberra to meet with Federal Ministers and Members 
	Canberra
	16/09/19 - 18/09/19
	745.44
	Qantas


Q12.
Please complete the following table regarding Qantas Club Memberships purchased by Council for members of Council or Key Management Personnel since 1 July 2016
	Name of Councillor or KMP
	Number of memberships purchased
	All dates of active Qantas Club Membership, i.e. date of activation and expiry (if applicable) of each membership
	Total costs of membership(s) for each individual

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A12.


	Name of Councillor or KMP
	Number of memberships
	All dates of active Qantas Club Membership
	Total costs of membership(s) for each individual

	Peter Cumming
	1
	Aug 2016 to Nov 2016
	$660.00

	Krista Adams
	1
	Aug 2016 to Aug 2017
	$420.00

	Julian Simmonds
	1
	Jun 2017 to Jun 2018
	$442.80

	David McLachlan
	1
	Jun 2017 to Apr 2019
	$992.80

	Angela Owen
	1
	Aug 2016 to Sep 2019
	$1,402.80

	Vicki Howard
	1
	Oct 2018 to Oct 2019
	$690.18

	Amanda Cooper
	1
	Dec 2016 to Oct 2019
	$1,402.80

	Peter Matic
	1
	Apr 2017 to Apr 2020
	$1,425.60

	Adrian Schrinner
	1
	Aug 2016 to Jun 2019
	$1,402.80

	Matthew Bourke
	1
	Aug 2016 to Aug 2020
	$420.00

	Fiona Hammond
	1
	Jun 2019 to Jun 2020
	$690.18

	Adam Allan
	1
	Jun 2019 to Jun 2020
	$690.18


Q13.
Please advise the total cost of all Qantas Club Memberships purchased by Council since 1 July 2016.

A13.
$10,640.14.
Q14.
Please advise the total number of food safety inspectors employed by Council as at:

i) 30 June 2016

ii) 30 June 2017

iii) 30 June 2018

iv) 30 June 2019

A14.
There are 14 FTEs proportionally dedicated to the scheduled regulatory inspections and reactive food safety inspections of over 8,000 food businesses.

This FTE number has not changed from 30 June 2016.

Q15.
Please advise the number of food safety inspections undertaken in the 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and current financial years (as at 31 October 2019) (broken down by financial year).

A15.


	Date
	Amount

	2016/17
	7,246 food inspections

	2017/18
	7,003 food inspections 

	2018/19
	4,900 food inspections 

	2019 to 31 October 2019
	1,113 food inspections


Q16.
Please advise the number of sites which have failed food safety inspections since 1 July 2016.

A16.


	Date
	Amount

	2016/17
	1,147 food audits resulted in 0 or 2 stars 

	2017/18
	922 food audits resulted in 0 or 2 stars  

	2018/19
	594 food audits resulted in 0 or 2 stars  

	2019 to 31 October 2019
	90 food audits resulted in 0 or 2 stars 


Q17.
Please advise the number of development applications that have been submitted through via RiskSMART since 1 July 2016 and how many of these development applications have been approved.

A17.
2,450 applications have been submitted via RiskSMART since 1 July 2016, of which 2,402 were approved.
Q18.
Please advise the total cost of rebranding transfer stations and tips to Resource Recovery Centres.

A18.
Any physical changes were catered for within normal operational signage updates, noting that this name change was prior to the current Brisbane Waste Innovation Alliance. Therefore, no specific amount is able to be determined. 

The majority of change from Transfer Stations to Resource Recovery Centres, has been electronic, i.e. websites, scripting and correspondence, which have no direct cost.

Q19.
Please complete the following table regarding each rating category:

	Rating Category
	Number of properties
	Total revenue generated from rates FY 2018-19

	
	
	

	
	
	


A19.


	Rating Category
	Number of properties
	Total revenue generated

	General Rates - Category 
	228,052
	$292,587,168.71

	General Rates - Category 10
	52,764
	$40,909,860.78

	General Rates - Category 11a
	6,303
	$16,712,636.27

	General Rates - Category 11b
	9
	$76,432.20

	General Rates - Category 12
	366
	$533,027.60

	General Rates - Category 13
	563
	$3,363,502.15

	General Rates - Category 14
	108,506
	$105,642,892.20

	General Rates - Category 15
	950
	$881,828.86

	General Rates - Category 16
	2,403
	$55,030,786.00

	General Rates - Category 17
	2,328
	$8,085,417.04

	General Rates - Category 18
	1
	$140,472.00

	General Rates - Category 19
	1
	$9,101.00

	General Rates - Category 20
	4
	$100,121.31

	General Rates - Category 21a
	111
	$4,497,216.71

	General Rates - Category 21b
	10
	$880,782.48

	General Rates - Category 21c
	9
	$825,599.03

	General Rates - Category 21d
	3
	$621,488.72

	General Rates - Category 22a
	72
	$859,790.06

	General Rates - Category 22b
	18
	$740,884.78

	General Rates - Category 22c
	15
	$1,120,481.96

	General Rates - Category 22d
	4
	$598,149.42

	General Rates - Category 22e
	1
	$33,125.40

	General Rates - Category 2a
	10,066
	$121,742,320.12

	General Rates - Category 2b
	1
	$68,873.56

	General Rates - Category 2c
	1
	$119,034.08

	General Rates - Category 2d
	10
	$362,426.04

	General Rates - Category 2e
	1
	$142,629.16

	General Rates - Category 2f
	1
	$70,903.48

	General Rates - Category 2g
	1
	$139,882.44

	General Rates - Category 2h
	1
	$181,828.68

	General Rates - Category 2i
	1
	$25,296.82

	General Rates - Category 2j
	1
	$103,208.68

	General Rates - Category 2k
	1
	$8,290.68

	General Rates - Category 2l
	486
	$11,120,717.43

	General Rates - Category 2m
	1
	$77,906.40

	General Rates - Category 3
	257
	$757,045.71

	General Rates - Category 4
	5,582
	$26,417,446.38

	General Rates - Category 5a
	251
	$9,933,844.64

	General Rates - Category 5b
	14
	$3,879,724.80

	General Rates - Category 5c
	22
	$5,547,032.48

	General Rates - Category 5d
	17
	$5,597,652.05

	General Rates - Category 5e
	13
	$4,930,895.12

	General Rates - Category 5f
	8
	$3,446,529.00

	General Rates - Category 5g
	3
	$1,526,835.80

	General Rates - Category 5h
	7
	$3,972,709.20

	General Rates - Category 5i
	1
	$655,137.52

	General Rates - Category 5j
	4
	$3,029,696.04

	General Rates - Category 5k
	1
	$910,805.00

	General Rates - Category 5l
	2
	$2,428,953.04

	General Rates - Category 5m
	1
	$1,328,860.00

	General Rates - Category 5n
	1
	$294,354.00

	General Rates - Category 5o
	1
	$1,370,685.00

	General Rates - Category 5p
	1
	$1,753,920.00

	General Rates - Category 5q
	1
	$1,823,290.00

	General Rates - Category 5r
	1
	$2,105,292.00

	General Rates - Category 5s
	0
	$1,135,839.00

	General Rates - Category 5t
	1
	$771,680.00

	General Rates - Category 5u
	5
	$1,372,825.80

	General Rates - Category 5v
	2
	$1,056,920.88

	General Rates - Category 5w
	53
	$7,704,842.58

	General Rates - Category 6
	1
	$552,070.42

	General Rates - Category 7
	79,654
	$125,077,448.09

	General Rates - Category 8a
	2
	$397,045.40

	General Rates - Category 8b
	1
	$85,998.64

	General Rates - Category 8c
	2
	$364,842.48

	General Rates - Category 8d
	2
	$415,241.44

	General Rates - Category 8e
	3
	$726,380.24

	General Rates - Category 8f
	1
	$352,620.08

	General Rates - Category 8g
	1
	$441,519.44

	General Rates - Category 8h
	2
	$771,774.56

	General Rates - Category 8i
	1
	$497,728.00

	General Rates - Category 8j
	1
	$552,144.16

	General Rates - Category 8k
	1
	$676,172.34

	General Rates - Category 9a
	1
	$1,174,960.00

	General Rates - Category 9b
	1
	$1,286,191.12

	General Rates - Category 9c
	1
	$1,599,395.52

	General Rates - Category 9d
	1
	$1,607,653.00


Q20.
Please advise the total cost of debt servicing payments made by Brisbane City Council since 1 July 2009.

A20.
$2,470,044,000.

Q21.
As there is no line item mention of the First Home Owner policy in this year’s budget, please advise how much of the $43,005,000 in discounts and remissions is budgeted for the First Home Owner’s policy.

A21.
There is mention of the First Home Owner rates policy in the 2019-20 budget, clearly outlined in the Resolution of Rates and Charges that was presented to full Council during the Budget program in June 2019. 

The portion of the line item attributed to the partial remission of rates and charges for First Home Owners amounts to $548,309 for the 2019-20 budget.

Q22.
Please complete the following table regarding digital or online advertising paid for by Brisbane City Council featuring the image of the Lord Mayor since 7 April 2019

	Date ad first launched
	Issue or topic of the ad
	Name of external companies paid for placement of ad (if applicable)
	Impressions for ad

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A22.
Please note, the below refers to advertising organised by Corporate Communication. This doesn’t include any advertising coordinated through Councillor’s offices, which may include photos of the Lord Mayor.
	Date first launched
	Issue or topic of the ad
	Name of external companies paid for placement 
	Impressions for ad

	7 Jul 2019
	2019 Asia Pacific Cities Summit and Mayor’s Forum - Handbook 
	N/A
	N/A

	7 Apr 2019
	INAS Global Games 2019 sponsorship
	N/A
	N/A

	16 Aug 2019
	Lord Mayor’s Listens Forum
	N/A
	N/A

	17 Oct 2019
	Lord Mayor’s International Business Forum in Coorparoo 13 November
	N/A
	Over 800 Eventbrite pageviews, 238 registrations

	22 Oct 2019
	Lord Mayor’s International Business Forum in Coorparoo 13 November
	N/A
	Subscribers: 1200

	23 Oct 2019
	Lord Mayor’s International Business Forum in Coorparoo 13 November
	N/A
	Subscribers: 2300

	8 Nov 2019
	Lord Mayor’s International Business Forum in Coorparoo 13 November
	N/A
	Facebook: 32,607

	14 Nov 2019
	Lord Mayor’s Listens Forum
	N/A
	N/A


Q23.
Please advise the total budget for all ads meeting the criteria in Q33, and the total spend on these ads.

A23.
Please note, question 33 on the Questions on Notice relates to green bins. While green bins are a worthy program which delivers on Council’s clean and green agenda, advertising spend is not applicable.
Q24.
Please complete the following table regarding social media advertising paid for by Brisbane City Council featuring the image of the Lord Mayor since 7 April 2019.

	Date ad first launched
	Issue or topic of the ad
	Name of social media sites
	Impressions for ad

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


A24.
Please note, the below refers to advertising organised by Corporate Communication. This doesn’t include any advertising coordinated through Councillor’s offices, which may include photos of the Lord Mayor.
	Date ad first launched
	Issue or topic of the ad
	Name of social media sites
	Impressions for ad

	8 Nov 2019
	LM International Business Forum
	Facebook
	32,607


Q25. 
Please advise the total budget for all ads meeting the criteria in Q35, and the total spend on these ads.

A25.
Please note, there is no question 35 listed on the Questions on Notice.

Q26. 
Please advise the total spent by Brisbane City Council on Facebook advertising since 1 July 2016.

A26.
-
Libraries: $11,841.71

-
MyValley/Valley Fiesta: $12,036.39

-
Council: $527,718.63.

Q27. 
Please advise, of the total amount specified in Q37, how much of that spend was indirectly made through a third party intermediary (e.g. digital advertising company)?

A27.
Please note, there is no question 37 listed on the Questions on Notice.

Q28.
How many eyes in the suburbs entries have there been each month since the inception of the program? 

A28.

	Month
	Number

	Dec 2019
	

	Nov 2019
	

	Oct 2019
	8,028

	Sep 2019
	7,778

	Aug 2019
	7,881

	Jul 2019
	7,631

	Jun 2019
	7,512

	May 2019
	5,555

	Apr 2019
	5,382

	Mar 2019
	6,224

	Feb 2019
	5,611

	Jan 2019
	5,756

	Dec 2018
	4,873

	Nov 2018
	6,128

	Oct 2018
	5,784

	Sep 2018
	4,658

	Aug 2018
	5,961

	Jul 2018
	5,296

	Jun 2018
	5,199

	May 2018
	6,082

	Apr 2018
	6,004

	Mar 2018
	7,230

	Feb 2018
	7,552

	Jan 2018
	6,712

	Dec 2017
	5,516

	Nov 2017
	5,990

	Oct 2017
	6,300

	Sep 2017
	5,510

	Aug 2017
	5,705

	Jul 2017
	5,784

	Jun 2017
	6,264

	May 2017
	7,000

	Apr 2017
	8,248

	Mar 2017
	9,386

	Feb 2017
	7,784

	Jan 2017
	8,056

	Dec 2016
	6,927

	Nov 2016
	7,015

	Oct 2016
	6,652

	Sep 2016
	6,530

	Aug 2016
	6,291

	Jul 2016
	6,664

	Jun 2016
	8,028

	May 2016
	7,063

	Apr 2016
	7,157

	Mar 2016
	7,937

	Feb 2016
	7,567

	Jan 2016
	7,259

	Dec 2015
	6,691

	Nov 2015
	8,025

	Oct 2015
	7,730

	Sep 2015
	7,323

	Aug 2015
	5,384

	Jul 2015
	5,875

	Jun 2015
	5,650

	May 2015
	8,112

	Apr 2015
	7,465

	Mar 2015
	8,253

	Feb 2015
	8,663

	Jan 2015
	6,235

	Dec 2014
	7,688

	Nov 2014
	8,302

	Oct 2014
	6,966

	Sep 2014
	6,976

	Aug 2014
	5,285

	Jul 2014
	8,939

	Jun 2014
	6,917

	May 2014
	8,446

	Apr 2014
	9,114

	Mar 2014
	8,923

	Feb 2014
	8,819

	Jan 2014
	9,497

	Dec 2013
	0

	Nov 2013
	6,111

	Oct 2013
	5,557

	Sep 2013
	4,947

	Aug 2013
	4,842

	Jul 2013
	5,257

	Jun 2013
	4,626

	May 2013
	6,007

	Apr 2013
	6,904

	Mar 2013
	8,650

	Feb 2013
	8,612

	Jan 2013
	9,860

	Dec 2012
	4,653

	Nov 2012
	6,945

	Oct 2012
	5,968

	Sep 2012
	5,234

	Aug 2012
	5,817

	Jul 2012
	5,493

	Jun 2012
	4,960

	May 2012
	6,730

	Apr 2012
	7,651

	Mar 2012
	10,396

	Feb 2012
	10,715

	Jan 2012
	9,024

	Dec 2011
	6,218

	Nov 2011
	8,055

	Oct 2011
	7,324

	Sep 2011
	6,641

	Aug 2011
	6,607

	Jul 2011
	6,361

	Jun 2011
	6,450

	May 2011
	8,071

	Apr 2011
	7,854

	Mar 2011
	11,124

	Feb 2011
	9,071

	Jan 2011
	9,662

	Dec 2010
	9,528

	Nov 2010
	8,839

	Oct 2010
	8,790

	Sep 2010
	6,707

	Aug 2010
	6,521

	Jul 2010
	5,555


Please note, people need to opt in if they want to enter the Eyes in the Suburbs competition. Not all customers elect to enter the competition.

Q29.
Please advise how many staff where recruited during the last financial year.

A29.
1,689 staff.
Q30.
What is the total amount of capital works funding spent over the last 3 financial years within each of the 26 wards?

A30.
Capital expenditure is allocated across the majority of Council Programs and is largely attributed to key Council-wide project deliverables. 

The Suburban Enhancement Fund is the only project whereby capital budget is specifically allocated to individual Council Wards.

Council officers advise it is problematic to attribute actual spend to individual wards (outside of the Suburban Enhancement Fund) due to the following factors:

•
A number of capital investments are for all of Council or Brisbane-wide including bus and fleet acquisitions, ICT infrastructure and services which is not geographically specific to a ward/location. 

•
Significant expenditure relating to Council’s infrastructure such road network, stormwater and drainage systems has the potential to span ward boundaries and would require pro rata apportionment to determine a ward allocation. 

The Appendix of Schedules, within Council’s Annual Plan and Budget, lists a number of projects by suburb or location which could be mapped to at least one Council Ward, however this is maintained for budget allocation only with actual costs incurred, in the majority of cases at a combined level. As a guide, of the $931.4 million in capital budget proposed for the 2019-20 financial year, $272 million (29%) is listed in a budgeted schedule project, with $254 million of that allocated to a particular suburb. Please refer to the 2019-20 Budget for further details.

Q31.
Has the Lord Mayor’s office hired any short term contractors to do any consultancy work in either policy, media or communications in the last 3 financial years and at what cost?

A31.
No.
Q32.
How much do the green bins cost Brisbane City Council?

A32.
The cost of green bins have been provided to Councillors separately due to their Commercial‑in‑Confidence nature.

Q33.
What revenue does council receive from green bins?

A33.
There is no cost to residents to purchase a green bin. Council waived the $30 establishment fee for the Green Waste Recycling Service on 1 July 2019.

Q34.
With regards to Q6, is this in budget?

A34.
This is not applicable.
RISING OF COUNCIL:

9.43pm.

PRESENTED:





and CONFIRMED
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     CHAIR
Council officers in attendance:

Colin Jensen (Chief Executive Officer)

Julie Park (Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Jade Stopar (Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Ashleigh Mansfield (Council and Committee Officer)

Victor Tan (Council and Committee Officer)

Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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